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The passage of the Native American Grave Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) in 1990 can be seen as a wake-up call for archaeologists in the US. Most archaeologists prior to that time gave little thought to how Native Americans perceived their work, even though most archaeologists in the US were working on Native American sites. NAGPRA in effect forced archaeologists to consider Native points of view. While some archaeologists have certainly resisted these efforts, others have gone far beyond the law in efforts to engage Native groups in archaeological research. Further, the sub-field of Indigenous Archaeology (archaeology by and for native peoples) largely arose during this period. Unfortunately, efforts to put the Native back into the American Bottom, the large expanse of the Mississippi floodplain that is home to Cahokia, are fledgling. This paper will examine historical, political, and practical issues that challenge archaeologists’ efforts to work with Native Americans on American Bottom archaeological materials and sites.
