Is America Unique? A Roundtable Discussion on American Exceptionalism
Faculty Participants: Steve Hansen, Victoria Harrison, Jeff Manuel, Buddy Paulett, and Jason Stacy, Department of Historical Studies
This proposed Colloquium roundtable will address the seminal issue of whether the United States is exceptional among nations. The notion of American exceptionalism is frequently touted by politicians who claim that the nation has a divine calling (a “city on a hill”) or a special mission among nations (“the last best hope of Earth”). The issue also arises when American courts consider whether international law should influence American jurisprudence. Historians of the United States, however, are often critical of American exceptionalism and point to various ways that the United States took part in global events.

The proposed roundtable will feature informal remarks on the topic by four historians who will address the topic from the colonial era to the present. The roundtable will also emphasize audience participation, particularly from students, who will be invited to discuss this pressing issue.

