Richard Essner
The Hollow Man:  Form and Function of Space within the Skeletal System

As T.S. Eliot famously put it, “We are the hollow men.  We are the stuffed men.”  Most of us, anatomists included, have tended to focus on the latter.  However, our bodies are full of functional spaces.  Such spaces frequently generate some of the most fascinating and heated debates in anatomy.  For example, there are at least seven hypotheses for the function of the paranasal sinuses alone!  I will focus on several key examples of the form and function of space within the skeletal system of the human body.

