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Throughout his fifty year career as a journalist, poet, and social critic, Walt Whitman was forever re-inventing his America as a spiritual ideal. Presenters on this panel will engage with Whitman's multiple attempts to intimately address an American public and his enduring voice in the national imaginary.  In May 1860, Walt Whitman published a third edition of Leaves of Grass. His timing was compelling. Printed during a period of regional, ideological, and political divisions, written by a poet intimately concerned with the idea of a United States as “essentially the greatest poem,”  this new edition was Whitman’s last best hope for national salvation. Jason Stacy will discuss Whitman's thoughts about united states at a moment of the Republic's greatest divisiveness. Whitman had hoped that war would be the purifying fire the country needed to ascend beyond petty concerns, but during reconstruction, he became even more disillusioned as the American populace turned toward materialism and a reification of the class system. Jessica DeSpain will discuss Whitman's prose plea for an informed, self-actualized citizenry, Democratic Vistas. By this time Whitman was well aware that the ideal Americans, athletic in mind and body, he was calling for, were a manifestation of the future. Andrew Carver will discuss Whitman's incorporation of baseball into his athletic American ideal. By Whitman's Camden years, the poet and sport had become woven into the fringes of an American national consciousness. Their tenuous early bond has hardened in recent criticism, leading to a romanticized, spiritual pairing of poet and sport.

