Introduction

SIUE field school in
0 Summer 2006 at the D.
Who Fed Cahokia? Hitchens site.
An Analysis of the D. Hitchens Site.

W; Did D. Hitchens provision
= ] Erin Marks. Cahokia with maize?

e

Introduction Background

To do this | analyzed:
floral samples.
lithic artifacts.
ceramic artifacts.
features.

DS Wakeland soil perfect for agriculture.
FAI-270 American

Cahokia Creek.
Bottom. ) -
& 5 Upland farmsteads provisioned Cahokia with maize.

Subterranean storage suggests resistance to enforced
provisions.

Features 3, 8, 9, 10




Feature 3 Feature 8

Mississippian Storage Mississippian

Pit. R —— Processing Pit.
Length: 124cm. 5 2% “ 4 F : Length: 1m.

Width: 108cm. ; : o B ® width: 85cm.
Depth: 43.5¢cm. et S ik ; i E ® Depth: 23cm.
Volume: 387.1 liters. | ; ; S B ® Volume: 79.7 liters.

Feature 10 Feature 9

Mississippian Circular Post Structure.
Processing Pit. =S s
Length: 3.08m.

Length:90cm. e
Width: 112cm. Width: 2.78m.

Depth: 23cm. Area: 8.56 m=2.
Volume: 159.1 liters.

Ceramic Analysis Ceramic Analysis

Diagnostic Artifacts.

. Small amount found. All features had more grit temper pottery
Grit-temper—Late Jars and bowls found.

Woodland than shell temper pottery.

Shell-temper-- Pottery looks to be Shell temper (or lack thereof):
Mississippian Emergent

Mississippian or
Mississippian in form
with grit temper.

Grit-tempered pottery in Mississippian forms
represents cultural lag or resistance to Cahokia.




Lithic Analysis

Exotic Chert Totals

11571

count and weight in grams

Mill  Cobden Salem Choteau Kaolin  Fern
Creek Glenn
Type of Cherts

Paleoethnobotanical Analysis

“Core complex of
plants”:

Distribution of Seeds in Mississippian
Features

—{&- Number of|
seeds

Maize  Knotweed Goosefoot Maygrass  Marsh
Elder

Congratulations to all 2007 graduates!!

Hoe Flakes

Hoe Flake Cherts

count and weightin grams

Mill Creek Kaolin Burlington
Type of Chert

Present Conclusion

Temporarily inhabited farmstead.

Circular post struct used to shelter
farmers and hunter.

Definite relationship with Cahokia.

Ceramics use grit temper.
Cultural lag or resistance to Cahokia
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