GRADUATE

Social Work

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Social Work

Master of Social Work at SIUE

Students at SIUE experience unique learning opportunities by not only learning in a
traditional classroom setting, but also learning through involvement in community-
engaged scholarship and activities. Our students regularly work with agencies

and organizations, assisting with service provision, program development, and
advocacy on behalf of individuals and families experiencing health, mental health,
homelessness, poverty and other social justice challenges.

Degrees Available at SIUE
* Master of Social Work (MSW)

Post-Master’s Certificate
e School Social Work

Program Format

Courses in the MSW program are likely to be scheduled in the afternoon or evening
hours (subject to change based on multiple scheduling variables). Practicum hours
are likely to be scheduled during business hours (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.).
Afternoon or evening courses may require students to participate in community
engaged activities during daytime business hours.

What can | do with a degree in social work?

Our students graduate with comprehensive social work knowledge and refined
practice skills to engage in professional roles, including:

¢ Clinicians

* Administrators

e Program coordinators and evaluators

* Community developers

Graduates are able to lead efforts aimed at enhancing the lives of individuals,
families and communities who may be under-served, at-risk or otherwise
challenged. Career opportunities are available in a number of social work areas,
including:

* Adoption and foster care

* Substance abuse

* Health and mental healthcare

* Hospice

* Social policy development

* Neighborhood and community organizations

siue.edu/grad/social-work

Admission Requirements

* Graduate School application and $40 fee

e Submission of all postsecondary academic transcripts

* Successful completion of a bachelor’s degree prior to enrollment

* Overall GPA of at least 3.0 (A=4.0). Students with less than a 3.0 undergraduate
GPA may apply and will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
* International Applicants: Proof of English Proficiency, minimum requirements are
TOEFL(79), IELTS (6.5) or equivalent
Statement of Purpose: A personal statement that discusses what has led the
applicant to pursue a master’s degree in social work at this time, the applicant’s
understanding of a social justice issue, and how they plan to adjust their life to
accommodate graduate work. (If the applicant’s cumulative GPA is below 3.0, it
is recommended that the applicant address this in their statement and discuss
how they will improve their academic performance to succeed in the MSW
program.) This should be fourto-five pages, double-spaced and in 12-point font.
Two letters of recommendation that discuss the applicant’s potential for graduate
level academic work, leadership and interpersonal skills, commitment to the
mission and values of social work, and, if relevant, professional experience and
capabilities. One letter must be from a current or past instructor and one must
be from a supervisor, preferably in a volunteer or paid social service setting.
BSW graduates who do not have practice experience after receiving their
BSW, should have their field practicum supervisor write their recommendation.
Applicants applying as transfer students from CSWE-accredited master’s
programs should request at least one letter of recommendation from a graduate
faculty member. Generally, letters from friends and family members will not be
considered unless that individual has served in the capacity of supervisor or
instructor. If an applicant is unable to secure a letter from a current/previous
instructor and/or supervisor, please contact the MSW Admissions Committee
at MSWProgram@siue.edu for guidance. Any deviation from the instructor
and supervisor letters indicated here should be addressed in the applicant’s
statement of purpose. The letters of recommendation must be submitted on the
form contained in the application packet.
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Admission Requirements

Program application materials may be uploaded during the application process,
but official transcripts must be sent directly from the school attended, and test
scores must be verifiable with the appropriate testing service. Please contact the
Graduate Admissions office with questions regarding the application submission
process at graduateadmissions@siue.edu.

The baccalaureate degree should reflect a strong background in liberal arts and
sciences with at least 30 semester hours (or equivalent) earned in liberal arts and
sciences. Students must complete any deficiencies prior to enrollment in the MSW
Program. If any deficiencies are not completed prior to enrollment, the student’s
file will be reconsidered the next academic year. In addition, advanced standing
students entering with a BSW from a CSWE-accredited program must have
completed an undergraduate research methods course and an undergraduate
statistics course with a grade of B or better. Advanced standing students who have
not completed a course in research methods with a grade of C or better must
complete these requirements prior to enrollment in the MSW program, or their

file will be reconsidered the next academic year, or the student may be offered
admission in regular standing. Undergraduates who are nearing completion of

a baccalaureate degree may submit an application for admission as a degree-
seeking student when they have earned at least 88 semester hours of credit
toward the undergraduate degree with a GPA of at least 3.0 (A=4.0).

A combination of commitment to the program’s mission and sensitivity to diversity
is evaluated during the admission process through the applicant’s personal
statement and letters of reference. These are regarded as factors in admission
decisions, along with records of undergraduate work. Students will not receive
academic credit for life experiences or previous work experiences.

Admission in Advanced Standing

Applicants may be considered for admission in advanced standing provided the

following criteria are met:

1. The applicant holds a baccalaureate degree in social work from an institution
accredited by the Council of Social Work Education, and the degree was
awarded in the seven-year period preceding application for graduate study at
SIUE.

2. The applicant’s GPA is 3.0 (A=4.0) or higher in undergraduate study and the
applicant has completed all courses in the BSW foundation area with grades of
C or better. Applicants with less than a 3.0 undergraduate GPA who completed
all coursework in the baccalaureate foundation area with grades of C or better
will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

3. Advanced standing students entering with a BSW from an accredited
undergraduate program must have completed an undergraduate research
methods course with a grade of C or better.

4. Students must complete any degree program deficiencies identified by the
admissions committee prior to enrollment in specialized MSW courses. If the
student is unable to satisfy deficiencies, program acceptance may be rescinded.

Social Work Admissions Committee

The MSW Program Committee will review the complete packet of application
materials including the applications for graduate study, personal statement,
letters of recommendation, and transcripts. Admission to graduate study in social
work will be based on a full evaluation of the completed application packet. A
personal interview may be required. The committee cannot admit students whose
packet is incomplete. The applicant will be notified in writing about the decision of
the Committee.

Application Deadline

The priority application deadline for the following fall admission is January 15.
Applications may be accepted beyond the priority deadline until the cohort is full.

Graduation Requirements

Enrollment in SOCW 565 - Capstone is a requirement to satisfy the concluding
element of the MSW degree program. A grade of C or better must be earned in
this course for the student to have satisfactorily completed all requirements for
the Master of Social Work. The capstone project requires students to integrate
the social work knowledge, skills, values, and cognitive and affective processes
learned and demonstrated across curriculum content areas and their field
practicum experience.

In SOCW 565, the student selects case scenarios from their field practicum
experience and presents the practice activities they engaged in during their
experience. Students discuss how the practice activities they engaged in
demonstrate their competency across ethics, diversity, human rights, research,
policy practice, engagement, assessment, intervention, and evaluation. For each
competency area, students must explain how they used social work knowledge,
skills, values, and cognitive and affective processing to gain mastery of the desired
behaviors for social work practice.

Required Credit Hours/Tuition and Fees

* Regular Standing: 60

* Advanced Standing: 30

* Visit siue.edu/graduate-tuition for detailed tuition information

Curriculum

The Department of Social Work offers a curriculum leading to the master of social
work (MSW) with a focus on advanced generalist practice. The program at SIUE is
accredited by the Council of Social Work Education (CSWE).

The program of study in the MSW program is divided into two consecutive groups
of courses: Generalist and Specialized Curricula. Generalist courses provide intro-
level knowledge on social work history, theoretical framing, values, ethics, basic
skills, and practice orientations. The specialized courses focus on more advanced
theoretical application, practice skills, policy analysis, and evaluation.

For students who have regular-standing status, the MSW Program includes both
Generalist and Specialized Curricula. This requires a two-year, full-time course
of study in which students enroll in six consecutive semesters, including summer
terms, for a total of 60 credit hours. There is a regular-standing parttime option,
which takes four years.

Students who have completed a BSW degree from a CSWE accredited program
within the past seven years qualify for advanced standing status. Advanced
standing students are only required to complete the Specialized Curriculum. This
requires a one-year, full-time course of study in which students enroll in three
consecutive semesters, including one summer term, for a total of 30 credit hours.
Parttime advance standing students can finish in two years.

Social work students do not receive academic credit for life experience or previous
work experience.

Courses may be offered in traditional on campus face-to-face and hybrid online
format. Courses offered in hybrid online include a combination of on-campus and
off-campus online class content.

Upon graduation, MSW students are eligible to take licensure exams for a social
work practice license. Requirements vary by state. The Licensed Clinical Social
Worker (LCSW) requirements typically include 3,000 hours of supervised clinical
practice after completion of the MSW degree.

Foundation Courses-30 hours

* SOCW 501 - Generalist Practice: Individuals and Families (3)

* SOCW 502 - Generalist Practice with Organizations, and Communities (3)

* SOCW 503 - Counseling Skills Development (3)

* SOCW 504 - Social Welfare Policy (3)

* SOCW 505 - Generalist Practice with Groups (3)

* SOCW 506 - Research Methods and Data Analysis (3)

* SOCW 507 - Human Behavior in the Social Environment (3)

* SOCW 508 - Diversity, Values, Ethics, and Social Justice Principles & Practice (3)
* SOCW 526 - Field Instruction | (3)

And

* SOCW 527 - Field Instruction I1(3)

Or

* SOCW 531 - Block Field Instruction | (6)

Concentration Courses (30 hours)

* SOCW 550 - Advanced Micro Practice (3)

* SOCW 551 - Advanced Policy (3)

* SOCW 552 - Advanced Macro Practice (3)

* SOCW 546 - Applied Social Science Research (3)
* SOCW 528 - Advanced Field Instruction I (3)
And

* SOCW 529 - Advanced Field Instruction 1V (3)
Or

* SOCW 532 - Block Field Instruction 11 (6)

* SOCW 565 - Capstone (3)

Additionally, students are also required to take three elective courses (9 hours).
One elective can be from outside of the Department of Social Work with
permission from the MSW Committee.

siue.edu/grad/social-work

Contact Information
Department of Social Work
Phone: 618-650-5758

Email: MSWProgram@siue.edu

This information is concurrent with the 2022-2023 academic catalog. Courses are subject to change at any time.



