Graduate

Music
Degrees Available at SIUE

•M
 aster of Music
• Music Education Specialization
• Performance Specialization

Post-Baccalaureate Certificates
• P iano Pedagogy
•V
 ocal Pedagogy

Master of Music at SIUE

The Department of Music in SIUE’s College of Arts and Sciences offers
graduate studies leading to the master of music (MM) degree with
specializations in music education and in performance. The graduate
curricula provide advanced preparation for professional work as a teacher
and/or performer. Students must successfully complete placement
examinations in music theory and music history/literature (or the review
courses MUS 500a, b) and a performance audition (if required for the
student’s specialization). Certificate degrees are designed to appeal to
teachers seeking additional professional training and career opportunities.
Many students choose to pursue a certificate alongside an MM, with certain
courses counting toward both degrees.

Career Opportunities

Competition in the music industry is keen. Individuals who develop advanced
artistic skills in their instrument or voice, or further their abilities in pedagogy
have the most professional prospects.

Admission Requirements

•G
 raduate School application and $40 fee
• S ubmission of all post-secondary academic transcripts
•B
 accalaureate degree or its equivalent in music and at least a 2.8 (A=4.0)
overall grade point average in undergraduate work.
• International Applicants: Proof of English Proficiency, minimum
requirements are TOEFL (79), IELTS (6.5) or equivalent
•A
 n applicant in music education must have state certification in music
•A
 n applicant in performance must pass an audition.
•	The audition for admission to the specialization in music performance can
be accomplished in one of the following ways:
• A personal audition before a graduate auditioning committee
•A
 recording of a full recital that may serve as a basis for provisional
acceptance to be followed by a personal audition

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Music
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Michael Mishra, DA
Director of Orchestral Activities

Kimberly K. Archer, DMA
Piano, Director of Keyboard
Studies
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Admission Requirements, Cont.

These scholarly projects come at the end of graduate study and
demonstrate the graduate student’s ability to produce an original
research document of merit. Most degree candidates complete
a thesis, but students desiring to perform a recital and write a
supporting paper instead of the thesis may do so with approval
from the Director of Music Education, the applied instructor, and
the audition committee.

Program application materials may be uploaded during the
application process, but official transcripts must be sent directly
from the school attended, and test scores must be verifiable with the
appropriate testing service. Please contact the Graduate Admissions
office with questions regarding the application submission process
at graduateadmissions@siue.edu.

Like the thesis, the supporting paper must be relevant to music
education. This paper may focus on issues such as pedagogical
implications of the instrument’s construction and capabilities,
principally as these relate to the recital repertoire; the history
and structure of the recital repertoire; particularly as these relate
to performance and instruction; and other factors pertaining to
teaching, learning, and performing on the instrument.

• T he Senior Recital at SIUE may serve as the audition, provided
the student makes application through the graduate program
director in music at least three weeks prior to the recital.
A student who fails to matriculate in the master’s degree
program within one year following the senior recital will be
required to re-audition.

Entering graduate students concentrating in voice or
accompanying should have completed one year each of two of
the following: Italian, French and German. Deficiencies can be
removed by enrolling in undergraduate foreign language classes
and diction class. Language requirements do not apply to students
pursuing an instrumental performance concentration.
Review the SIUE Admissions Policy for more information.

Graduation Requirements

A comprehensive final examination is required of all students.
The examination is based on the student’s program of study,
and includes theory, literature and area of emphasis. The
examination will be conducted and evaluated by the advisory
committee. Students who fail the examination may repeat it upon
recommendation of the committee.
Review the graduation policy for more information.

Curriculum

Performance
Required courses in music (4 hours): MUS 501, 502
In addition to the required courses in music, the program of
study includes eight hours in the principal area of performance
and two to six hours in music history and literature. Students
pursuing a piano performance concentration must take at least
four hours of MUS 565 (Advanced Piano Ensemble-Accompanying
and Chamber Music). Students pursuing a jazz performance
concentration must take at least four hours of MUS 566
(Instrumental Ensemble) and MUS 509 Advanced Jazz Arranging/
Composition (2 hours). Students pursuing voice, choral conducting,
and piano majors following the chamber music/accompanying
option must take MUS 539 Advanced Diction (two hours).
Additionally, choral conducting students must take four credit
hours of MUS 540Q Applied Voice.

Students will choose a specialization in Music Education
or Performance.

Electives: Up to four hours in the principal applied area and, with
approval of the graduate advisor, may include courses outside
the field of music to a total of six hours. Additional elective hours
as needed to complete the minimum program requirement of 32
hours.

Music Education

Graduate Recital (1 to 4 hours): MUS 590

Required courses in music (4 hours): MUS 501, 502

Accompanying majors will perform three recitals of ensemble
music, including both vocal and instrumental repertoire.

The Master of Music degree program requires a minimum of
32 semester hours for completion.

Required courses in music education (12 hours): MUS 520,
525, 530, 535, and 560 Instrumentalists must also complete
MUS 415
Vocalists must complete MUS 519a
Electives in Music Education and Pedagogy (6 hours):
Students may substitute up to four semester hours of graduate
courses in education if, prior to electing these courses, they submit
a written request to the Director of Music Education and obtain
approval.

Contact Information

Department of Music
College of Arts and Sciences
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
Phone: 618-650-3900

General Music Electives (6 hours): At least one elective in
music theory, music history, and ensemble/applied instruction.
Students completing the recital with supporting paper must
complete a minimum of four semester hours of private applied
instruction (MUS 540 or 541) in addition to MUS 591.
Thesis or Graduate Recital with Supporting Paper (4 hours):
MUS 599 or MUS 591

This information is concurrent with the 2018-2019 Academic Catalog.
Courses are subject to change at any time.
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