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Creating a Poster for Displaying Your Work


Dr. Bradley L. Noble, Electrical and Computer Engineering, SIUE





Applications


Poster sessions at conferences


Master thesis summary


Senior project presentations


Showing off your interesting work





Objectives


Demonstrate how to layout a poster for presenting the results of your work


Provide a poster template in MS Word that can be modified to suit your needs





Introduction Panel





HP DesignJet 800ps


The plotter we have in the ECE Department is an HP DesignJet 800ps 42


�


Although this plotter can print up to 42” wide, we restrict posters to be no more than 24” wide by 36” long. Since paper and ink are costly, access to the plotter is restricted through the ECE Lab Manager.





Microsoft Word 2000 can accommodate page sizes no larger than 22” wide by 22” long.  To achieve a 24” by 36” poster, you must make the paper size ARCH B (12” x 18”) and use the HP driver to scale it to fit ARCH D (24” by 36”).





Layout


Posters should be legible from a distance of about 3 to 4 feet.  This poster uses two main panels with 3 frames each.





The side frames typically provide supplemental information such as graphs and figures. If a figure or picture is used, you should precede it a brief narrative describing the information it is meant to convey.





Being able to print a poster in color makes it more attractive.  However, too much color on a large poster can overwhelm the viewer. Remember, this is not an advertisement for a musical group.





Unlike presentations, which present information in a fixed amount of time, posters present information in a fixed amount of space. With this in mind, it is important to present your work succinctly.





This panel introduces the reader to your problem. Specifically, the two questions that should be addressed here are:





What is the problem you are working on?


Why is it interesting?





Present the reader with background information on your problem. Discuss what others have done to address it.  Declare your hypothesis, problem statement, or objective and be sure to tie it into the background information.





Details Panel








This section presents your results. Show how you addressed the problem outlined above. Specifically, describe the methods or procedures you used in your work.





For a research project, provide a description of your experiment and methodology. How do your results fit your hypothesis? What conclusions can you draw from your work?





For an applied project, such as senior design, describe what approach you took, or are taking, to meet the objectives. What are the limitations of your design?








Driver Installation


Before editing this template poster in Microsoft Word, you must download and install the drivers for your version of Windows from http://designjet.hp.com





Follow these steps to install the driver in Windows 2000. If you have a different version of Windows, some steps may vary.





Start>>Settings>>Printers>>Add Printer


Next> Select "Local printer". Do not "Automatically detect and install my Plug and Play printer"


Next>  Select the port "FILE: Print to File"


Next> Select "Have Disk..." Browse the directory where you extracted the HP DesignJet 800ps driver. Select and open the "oemsetup.inf" file. Select the "HP DesignJet 800PS3 42 by HP" from the list of printers.


Next> Either keep the default name or assign your own name for the printer.


Next> You probably do not want it to be set as your default printer.


Next> You probably do not want to share this printer.


Next> You do not want to print a test page.


Next>


Finish


You may be prompted about a Microsoft digital signature.  To use the driver, you must accept the software and continue the installation.





The driver should be installed.





Page Setup and Printing


Microsoft Word must be configured for a page size of ARCH B (12” by 18”):





File>>Print...


Properties


Advanced...


Paper/Output>>Paper Size: ARCH B


Document Options>>Printer Features>>Scale to: ARCH D


OK (close Advanced Options)


OK (close Document Properties)


Close (Print Window)





Next configure the margins:





File>>Page Setup…


Margins


	Make Top, Bottom, Left, and Right margins 0.5”


	Make the Header and Footer margins 0.0”


Paper Size


	Make sure it says ARCH B (12” by 18”)





Before you print, it’s a good idea to use the Print Preview function to make sure the whole poster will fit on the page.





When you are ready to print, the driver will prompt you for a filename. Enter the name and save your *.prn file. Either transfer this file to your ECE Unix account or bring a copy to the ECE Lab Manager when you are ready to print.
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