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German OsL: to be or not to be... analogical?
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(1) Some abbreviations...

C: Consonant D: Voiced (i.e. lenis) obstruent
ENHG: Early New High German FEN: Final Empty Nucleus

Fv: Full Vowel [EN: Internal Empty Nucleus
MHG: Middle High German OsL: Open Syllable Lengthening
NHG: New High German R: Sonorant

SsA: Stray Segment Adjunction (& Co.)

T: Voiceless (i.e. fortis) obstruent V: Vowel

(2) Data: Panchronic corpus

- 13 246 NHG roots (Maurer, Mitter & Muilner [1996-2000])
4 330 "true" German items (attested in ENHG, MHG (and OHG))
8 916 loans (or origin unknown)

- Corresponding etymologies (Auberle & Klosa [2001], Grimm & Grimm
[2007], Kluge [2002], Lexer [2007], Muller & Zarncke [2007], Pfeifer [2003])
ENHG, MHG, OHG

- Structural information
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German vowel length: to be or not to be... analogical?

(3)

(4)

MHG vowels

Vowel Vowel | Nber Transc.r 1pt1f>n MHG NHG Gloss
type approximative
b:n <i> | 539 [i] / 1 klingen | klingen (to) ring
2 <e> | 762 lel / [e] schecke | Schecke piebald
%.o g <a> | 848 [a] / [a] lamp Lamm lamb
8o | <u> | 147 vl / [¥] miile Miihle mill
o m
g8~ | <6> | 23 (9] / [ce] résch résch crisp
§ <u> | 344 [u] / [v] busch Busch bush
=
\ <o> | 344 [o] / 9] koch Koch cook
<i> | 209 [i:] site Seite page
n
@ <ae> | 47 &' / e kaese Kdise cheese
o
g <é> 64 [e:] sé See sea
g-’(c\?] <a> | 163 [az] / [a:] jar Jahr year
§ L | <iu> | 82 [v:] siuche Seuche plague
5, <oe> 13 [o:] hoeren héren (to) listen
=
3 <a> | 150 [u] fust Faust fist
<6> 92 [o:] los los gone
<ei> | 158 [ei] bein Bein leg
w <6u> | 16 | [#Y] / [9y] / [cey] / [cey] | béugen | beugen (to) bend
%DA <ou> | 52 [ou] soum Saum | border, hem
B~
g ® <ie> | 133 lie] vliege Fliege fly
I Y0 9] / [vee
A <te> | 39 [vol / [vel / [xee] riiebe Riibe beet
[yee] / [ve] / [ve]
<uo> | 89 [uo] buobe Bube jack, knave
NHG vowels
Front Central Back
High iy u
I Y 0
Mid-high e o
9
Mid-low ® d
1]
Low a a:
+ Diphthongs al av o1
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(5) NHG long monophthongs: distribution
Type| #/ v| Dv/ D# | RVv/ Rt | Tv/ T# | cc | an
0 12 330 730 1268
v G Roggen Hélle Affe bald |2340
llryell Hhellﬂ Hapeﬂ ”SOOn”
106 429 465 250 31
A G weh Nase zehn bieten Adler | 1281
Hsoreﬂ Hnoseﬂ Htenﬂ ||(t0) bidﬂ Vleagleﬂ
(6) MHG-to-NHG lengthening
Examples
MtH ¢ t Nber %
contexts MHG NHG Gloss
Z’ c 28 1.44 | vanden | f|a:)]nden (to) search
b. 302 | 97.73 | kegel Kle:]gel cone
_D(R)V :
) l‘;V 130 | 77.38 bere Ble:]re berry
d. 52 | 44.83 | kater(e) | Kla:]ter tomcat
) ; 4 34 100 zu/g/ Zlu:lg train
f. 75 | 89.29 L | S hall
R# ) sa : a
,gr' # 19 | 14.62 | gebot Geb|o:]t command
h.
v 25 100 rahe Rla:Je | spreader, yard
1°# 6 100 ne nle:] no




German vowel length: to be or not to be... analogical?

(7) Standard hypothesis

Examples
(Sub)rules
MHG| NHG Gloss
A OsL kele | K[e:]hle| throat
B 1|_-er, -€l, -en, -em | veter V[e]tter | cousin
Underapplication|2 _ Cleambi V gate | Gla]tte | husband
c 1 Analogy bad | Bla:]d bath
Overapplication 2 =k wir | wli]r_jwe (Nom.)
3 _l,n,m mel | Mle:|hl flour
(8) Analogy: mechanism
Uninflected form Inflected form
MHG ba/d/ bades

OsL x \|/
N\
NHG Bla:]d e Bla:]des...

"bath, Nom." "bath, Gen."...

(9) Lengthening

cvecv?cvicvicly
o =
a. ba do L d|o NHG Bad “bath”
Lic.
cvecvev > cvicvic[vlcy
B = EEREEE
b. kie n i g 0 k' e njrjg 9 NHG Koénig “king”
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Gov. e Gov.
cvecvev > cvicvic[v]c|[v
R Y T N B R A — S I O

C. balodo b a Lj2]d[92 NHG bald “soon”

(10) Phonological conditioning

cCV<CcV?>CcC vi__c___y_jc Vv
R N | T
a. g o>t o g LORY NHG Gott “God”
Lic.
cvecv?>cvicvic|v
Lo == I
b. b a d 0 b @ d|o NHG Bad “bath”

(11) Alemannic (Seiler [2004:12])

has, hase > [ha:s], [haso| “rabbit, rabbits”
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