Joshua Marshall

IT 481- NTeQ Unit

Description of Unit


Problem Statement

The purpose of this unit is to supplement the social studies textbook in meeting the Illinois State Standards.  Specifically, this unit is designed to help the learners have a better understanding of the local history and its importance to our present society.


Learning Environment


The classroom is a self-contained 6th grade class of 24 students.  The class consists of 14 boys and 10 girls, from diverse socio-economic backgrounds and varying levels of parental involvement. There are 3 students with IEP's.

The two main attractors, or hooks, of the unit are the use of local history and the use of technology as their main source of information.  Usually, their sources consist of standard textbooks and whatever supplemental materials supplied by the teacher.   The textbook content is rarely local in nature and its relevance is often obscured.  The unit will also provide the students with an opportunity to think critically about local history and how it relates to the present.

Basic Unit Description

The 2.5 week unit will begin with a very cursory overview of some of the history of the St. Louis area.  Then, the students will receive instruction on basic research methods, such as how and why to keep proper notes and citations.  At this point they will choose their topics from a list of given (topics include Lewis and Clark, Dred Scott Case, Cahokia Mounds, etc.) and divide into research groups.  Following this, on Tuesday, there will be further instruction on how to effectively use the internet for research purposes, as well as a brief refresher course on how to use Microsoft Office.  From Wednesday to Friday the students will then be given time to work in the computer lab to continue their research.  
Following a period of independent research, each group will then present their findings to the rest of the class.  A final computer lab session will be held for any students that may need additional time and/or assistance to complete their projects.  For students that may not have reliable internet access at home, the computers in the regular classroom will be available to use.   Once their research is complete, the students will present their findings in the form of a PowerPoint presentation to the class as a whole.  At the conclusion of the unit, there will be a short post unit debriefing to discuss what the students thought went well and how the unit can be improved.  The students are used to this type of dialogue and are forthcoming with their comments.  The unit timeline is as follows:
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Unit Intro/Topic Selection/Research Methods
	Comp. Lab: Using Google, Microsoft Office
	Comp. Lab:

Research
	Comp. Lab: Research


	Comp. Lab: Research

	Independent (At home) Research

*Checkpoint*
	Independent (At home) Research
	Independent (At home) Research
	Independent (At home) Research

*Checkpoint*
	Comp. Lab:

If Needed.

	Presentations
	Presentations
	Post Unit Debriefing
	
	


Purpose


This unit is necessary both to begin developing their research skills as well as exposing them to the rich and vibrant history of the St. Louis area.


Developmentally Appropriate


The unit is developmentally appropriate as it aligns with their cognitive development.  Diversity in learning ability will be accounted for via the groupings, such as students that may not be as technically savvy will be grouped with those that are.  Organizational accommodations will be made for students with IEPs. 

Goals & Objectives


Goal:  Students will demonstrate effective research abilities.


Objective:  Given an internet capable computer and initial instruction, the learner will collect research data on their topic, citing the source(s) correctly.


Objective: Given a computer with Microsoft Office, the student will create a Power Point presentation sharing their research findings with their classmates.

Available Resources


The available technology resources for the completion of this unit are a computer lab with enough internet ready computers for each student to be able to work independently and a digital white board.  In the classroom, there are three computers and an overhead projector.  Additionally, one of the computers can display information on the television for the class to see in real time.  All computers have Microsoft Office installed.
Assessment


There will be two products that the students will provide for assessment.  First, the students will be required to keep track of their research notes.  A graphic organizer and rubric will be provided to the students.  Also, each group will create a PowerPoint presentation which will be scored based on a rubric.  This rubric will also be provided before the start of their research.  Additionally, there will be two informal unit checkpoints for the teacher to ensure the students are on track. 
Evaluation

Results

Discussion

Other Criteria


Research & Standards

The decisions made in devising this unit were based on two research articles.  The first article (Hernandez-Ramos and De La Paz, 2009) described how students gained a deeper understanding and retained the knowledge better when they took an active role in discovering the content, as opposed to a traditional lecture style unit.  Based on these findings, the unit will take a similar approach, meaning that instead of using classroom time devoted to a series of lectures, the student will use that time to conduct research to learn the content.  The second article (Scheuerell, 2010) informed the content choice; in this case concentrating on local history.  The students will be provided a list of potential topics to choose from based on local history.

The standard that this unit will work towards meeting is the ISTE NETS for students standard three: 

Research and Information Fluency
Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students:

	a.
	plan strategies to guide inquiry.

	b.
	locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

	c.
	evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.

	d.
	process data and report results.


The unit will also work towards meeting the following Common Core Learning Standards:

WHST 7.  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

WHST8.  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

RH 9.  Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.

RST 2.  Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.


Legal/Social/Ethical Issues & Safety


Modeling


Alternate Plans


Software Evaluations


Peer Reviews
Appendix

Research Rubric

	
	Criteria
	Points

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Quality of Information
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic.  It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic.  It includes several details and/or examples.
	______

	Sources
	Some sources are not accurately documented.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the correct format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the correct format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the correct format.
	______

	Notes
	Notes are recorded only with peer/teacher assistance and reminders.
	Notes are recorded.
	Notes are recorded legibly are somewhat organized.
	Notes are recorded and organized in an extremely neat and orderly fashion.
	______

	Internet Use
	Needs assistance or supervision to use suggested internet links and/or to navigate within these sites.
	Occasionally able to use suggested to internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Usually able to use suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Successfully uses suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	______

	
	
	
	
	Total Points(
	


Presentation Rubric
	
	Criteria
	Points

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Organization
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around.
	Student presents information in logical sequence which the audience can follow.
	Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.
	______

	Content Knowledge
	Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about the subject.
	Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions.
	Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.
	Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) with explanations and elaboration.
	______

	Visuals
	Student used no visuals.
	Student occasionally used visuals that rarely support text and presentation.
	Visuals related to text and presentation.
	Student used visuals to reinforce screen text and presentation.
	______

	Mechanics
	Student’s presentation had four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation had three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	______

	Delivery
	Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for students in the back of class to hear.
	Student incorrectly pronounces terms.  Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.
	Student’s voice is clear. Student pronounces most words correctly.
	Student used a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms.
	______

	
	
	
	
	Total Points(
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