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No alphabets; use characters

There are 40000 to 50000 characters

4000-5000 characters for everyday use
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Many characters pronounced the same

Tones used to distinguish meanings
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Chinese word
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U.S. City U.S. State River Mountain 
U.S. 
President

100 100 100 100100

200 200 200 200 200

300 300 300300 300

400 400 400 400 400

500 500 500 500 500
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Los Angeles 
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Mississippi
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