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The information provided in this brochure is intended to inform llinois candidates about the applisation process,
administration, and general format and structure of the Certified Public Accountant (CFPA) exam.

¥ The American institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) develops, administers, and grades the CPA exam.

b Individual states establish the requirements for CPA certification and licensing. Sihce state regulations vary,
domestic (US.) CPA exam candidates are encouraged to apply to the state In which they plan to obtain licensure.

b Candidates who submit transcripts from an institution located outside of the ULS, are considered to e international
candidaies, International candiclates ara encouraged to apply to the state in which they plan to obtain licensure,

The Iiincis Board of Examiners (IBOE} has sole responsibliity for setting policy and rules for linois CGPA candidates.

The CPA exam format and content does change. Candidates should frequently review the information costaed on

the websites listed beiow.

Webhsite

Site Conlent

www.icpas.org/students.htm

¢ lllinois CRA Soclety (ICPAS) student website
¥ Link to AICPA tips for taking the CPA exam
Links to GPA BExam Award Program and
scholarship information
Link to information regarding the required
ethics exam for llinols CPAs

www.ilboa.org

IMinois educational requirements to take the
CPA exam

llingis transcript review, applicaticn forms,
exam fees, and exam scores

llinois Beard of Examiners (IBOE)

120 E. Dighl Rd, Napendlle, IL 60563

Phone: 815-753-8900 | Fax: 815-753-8953

www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa/gettingstarted

CPA Candidate Bulietin: Information for Applicants
describing general structure, content and length of
each section of the CPA exam

CPA exam tutorial and sample exams for each section
For CPA candidates who have pald fees to

NASBA, free softwars o practice FAR and AUD
research questions

www.nasha.org/exams/cpa

Payment of fees for taking CPA exam

Links to state boards of accountancy or examiners
Candidate care phone: 1-800-CPA-Exam
Candidate care email; candidatecare@nasba.org
Information for candidates applving for CPA exam
administration af a site outside of the US. and

its jurisdictions

www.prometric.com/cpa

List of test centers avallable
Test center policies and procedures
Cn-ine scheduling for CPA exam sections

www.idfpr.com

llinois Department of Financial
& Professional Regulation
llinois CPA licensing requirements




Candidates who plan to be licensed in linois need to apply to the IBOE to take the CPA
exarn. The following guestions will assist lllinois candidates in understanding the application
process and CPA exam structure and formeat—

%

Where should candidates spply 1o take the CPA exam? _

Candidates should apply to take the CPA exam in the state in which they plan to practice and become licensad. The licensing
raquirements differ from state 1o state.

Candidates who plan 1o be llcensed in lincis need 1o apply to the IBOE to taka the CPA exam. There is no residency requirsrmsnt
to apply to take the CPA exam in the state of lincls. International candidates (those with foreign transcripts) may apply to take
the CPA exam in llinois whather or not they plan to practice in llinols.

Generally, if a candidate wishes to become licensed in another state, the candidate must have fulfilled that state’s educational
requirements as of the date they sat for the first secfion of the CPA aexam. Such candidates should contact that state's board of
accountancy or examiners, Contact information is available at www.nasba.org/ exams/cpa.

What sducational reqguirements must be mel by frsidims Bnols candidates applying to take the CPA exam?

The table at the end of this brochure summarizes the current educational requirements. For details zbout the Ifinois educational
requirements, see the IBOE websits at www.ilhoa.org.

Howr do candidates reqguest 2 credential svaluation franseript review)?

Candidates must request a credential evaluation and submit the appropriate fee to the IBOE, This evaluation determines
a candidate’s academic sligibility to apply for the CFA exam in lllinols. The form to request credential evaluation (called
"Acadsmic Credentials Evaluation Application,” which applies to domestic and international candidates) is available at
wwwilboa.org/forms.

Candidlates will be raquired to request official transcriots from every instiiution attended, even if courses transfer and appear on
the transcripts of ancther institution.
When should candideles reguest & eredential evalueiion?

The credential evaluation determines a candidate's academic eligibility to apply for the CPA exam. The application to take the
exam is the candidate’s requast to take one or more CPA exam sections. Candidates may request a cradential evaluation efthar
before thay apply or at the same time that they apply.

Generally, candidates are encouraged to request a cradential evaluation at the beginning of the academic term during which
they expect to meet the llinois education requiremants, Candidates whao request cradential avaluations during this timsframe
will be able to take the CPA exam sconer than those who do not, Quastions regarding the tming of credential evaluations
should be directed to the IBOE.

Candidates who submit transeripts from an institution cutside of the United States (U.8.) are considerad to be Intermational
candidates. Such candidates should be aware that the IBOE conducts its own international credential evaluation. The IBOE
does not accept results from other evaluation services. An additional evaluation fee is charged and additional time may be
required. International candidates use the same forms as domestic candidates located at wwwhilboa.org/forms. Currertly,
the fee for a credential avaluation Is a fixed, onedime fee, regardless of when the credential evaluation Is requested.

5. . How do Blinols condidates (domestio and hternationst) apply for the CPA exam?

Establish an online user ID at www.ilboa.org/exam/initial-application by clicking on the “Online System.” Forms needed
are located at www.ilboa.org/forms. The application process for both US. and international candidates includes the
following steps:

» Submitan “Academic Credentials Bvaluation Application” and pay the related fee to the IBOE.

¥ Submit an “inttial Examination Application,” (which identifies the section(s) of the CPA exam that you intend to take within
the next six manths) and pay the related fee to the IBOE. Candidates with learning and/or physical disabiliies should submit
the “Request for Special Accommodations” form at the sams time that they submit their “inftlal Examinafion Application”,
(See question 6 for more details.)

Wait for the IBOE to issue an approval letter, called the “Authortzation to Test” (ATT).

Chack email for a paymeant coupon from NASBA for the testing fees for each CPA exam section that you specified on your
linols application. The testing fees covar tha costs of the development, update, adminisgtration, and grading of the CFA
exam, as well as computer test time, digital photo taken at the test centar, efc.

Pay the relatad foe to NASBA within 90 days of receiving payment coupon,
Wait to receiva Notice to Schedule (NTS) from NASBA.

Upon receipt of NTS, which ig valid for six months in liinois, go to www.prometric.com/cpa to schedule one or mare of
the CPA exam section(s) listed on the NTS. (Additional information for candidates seeking approval to take the CPA exam
outside of the US. is avallable ai www.hasba.org/exams/cpaexam.}




Print the NTS. it must bs presented at the Prometric testing location for sach exam saction,

Read the CPA Candidate Bulletin: Information for Applicants available at www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa to determine
what Is needed at the test center and the testing procadures..Do not skip this step; at the testing center, candidates will be
asked to confirm that they have read this bullstin,

View the CPA exam tutorial and work the sample exam for each exam section, located at the AICPA website shown in the
bullet above.

Take the schedulsd CPA exam saction(s).
Wait for score(s) from the IBOE. Accass scere(s) using your user ID at wwwi.dlboa.org.

Provisional students cannot see their scores until all final transcripts have been recsived end reviewsd by the board and the
provisional status has been cleared.

Are special accommodedions availlable for candidates with learning and/or physical disabiifties?

Candidates requiring special accommedations should so Indicate on their application, Professicnal documentation of
the existence of a disability Is reguirad. Candidates should submit the “Request for Special Accommodations” form at the time

thay appiy.
Is & candidsie allowed to take one or more OPA exam sections prior to eompleting thelr coursework?

Afirsttime candidate who Is currently enrolied In a U.S. educational institution may be parmitied to take the CPA exam prior to
completing all educational requirements. This candidate must submit an inftial Examination Application no earlier than the
academic term in which they expect to complete all educational requirements. A "Courses in Progress (CIP)” form must ba
submitted with the “Academic Credentials Evaluation Application” form, Courses in progress will be counted in addition to the
completed courses toward masfing the sducational requirements. A candidate can list courses in progress for only one
academic term. COnly cne previsional ATT (for one to four exam sections) will be issued to a candidate. Once approvad, the
candidate is referred to as a “provisional” candidate and becomes eligible to take one or more sections of the CPA exam.

in order to recealve thalr test scora(s), the provisional candidate must submit final transcripts to the IBOE within 120 days of taking
the first section of the CPA exam. If final transcripts verifying completion of all courses listed as courses in progross are not
received by the IBOE within 120 days or if the candlidate is not efigible after review of the final franscripis, scores for alt exam
sections authorized with provisional approval will be voided,

s i advisabls to apply for aff four exam seclions on the inillsl application?

The candidate has the option to apply and take all four exam seclions in cne testing window or to spread the four sections
among several testing windows. i the candidate does not intend to take all four sections within six months, then the candidate
should only indicata an the application the exam sections they plan to take within the sbemonth period.

When is the CPA exem offered? When are the testng windows?

The GPA exam Is offered at Prometric test sites during the first two months of each testing window. Candidates may take one
or mors sections of the CPA axam during any of the following four testing windows:

Testing Window |  festng Windew 2 Tosting Window 3 Testing Window 4
January-February Aprii-May July-August October-November

The four exam sections may be taken in any order. A candidate can only schedule the section(s} approved in each application.
Each section can be taken only cnce in a testing window.

How do candidates obisin fres software o practice ressareh guestions?

A number of CPA review courses are listed at wwwiilboa.org. For CPA candidates who have paid fess to NASBA, Information
on how to access free software is available at www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa.

Are thers review sourses available o help candidelos prapare for the OPA exam?
A number of CPA raview courses are listed at www.ilboa.org. Discounts are avallable to student members of the ICPAS.

Iz the P4 exam discinsed or non-disclosad?

The CPA exam is a non-disclosed exam. Candidates are required to agres to a statement of confidentiality prohibiting the
disclosure of any exam information, content, or format at any time.

. 1a there & fime il for passing all four sections of the GPA axam?

All exam sections must be successfully compisted within 18 months from the date the candidate sal for the first successfully
completed section. A candidate who does not successiully complate all four exam seciions within the 18-month time period wil
be required 1o retake the earligst section{s) passed until all four sections are passed within a single 18-month rolling time petiod.
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1. i a candidate is approved to take, and pays for, mulliple CPA exarm zections at once, must the candidate take &l
sections within a single testing window?

Candidates are not requirsd to take all sections within one testing window. Candidates should be aware that sach approval
letter and subsequent payment coupon lssued by NASBA Is valid for orlly 20 days, and the NTS is valid for only simonths in
linots. Therefore, a candidate who applies for and pays for muitiple sections at one time should take those sections within six
menths. If the candidate does not take any section included in the application within six months, the candidate must reapply
and pay the lllinois and NASBA exam fees again (but not the credential eveluation fea) for any exam section not taken.

What Is the general structure, content, and lenath of erch section of the OPA exam?

Gandlidates are encouraged to read the CPA Candidats Bulietin: Information for Applicants, complets the CPA exam tutorial,
and work the sample exams available at www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa.

Thorough familiarity with the exam’s functionallty, format, and directions is essartial before reporting to a test certer, Failure
to follow the directions provided may adversely affect candidate scores. Tha GPA examn functionality, format, and directions
do change. Accordingly, candidates should regularly check www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa for new information as i
bacomes avallabla,

CPA exam content Is included In the *Content Specification Outlines” (C8Us) avallable at www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa.
The C80s list the skills tested, the weighting of each skill, exam topics, and the reference sources for each section of e
exam. The CS0s do change. Accordingly, candidates should reguiarly check www.aicpa.org/becomeacpa to access the
most recant CSOs.

The following table summarizes the information set forth in the Candidate Bullstin:

Becton Mams T - #tsmm; ' - Dasoriniion

AUD Auditing and 4 Hours Three multiple-choice This saction covers knowledge of
Aftestation testiets consisting of & total international Standards on Auditing
of 90 guestions. (ISAs), US. generally accepted
Ons testiat with seven auditing standards (GAAS), PCACB
task-based simulations, standards, and cther standards
including one to two related to attest and nonatiest
ressarch questions. engagements, standards relating to
professional responsibiliies issued by
various bodies, and the skills needed
1o apply that knowladge.

Business Three multiple-choice This ssction covers knowledge of
Environment and testlets consisting of a deneral business environment and

Concepts total of 72 questions. business concepts that candidates
One testet with thres need o know o understand the
written communication underlying business reascns for, and
tasks. accouniing implications of, business
fransactions, and the skills neaded to
apply that knowledge.

Financial Three muliple-cholce This section covers knowledge of
Accounting and testlets consisting of  total international Financial Reporting

Reporting of 90 guestions, Standards (FRS) and U.S, genarally
accepted accounting principles
(GAAP) for business enterprisas, not-
forprofit organizations, and
governmental entities, and the skills
neaded to appiy that knowledge.

One testlet with saven
task-based simulations,
including one to two
research questions.

Regulation 3 Hours Three multiple-choice This saction covers knowledge of
testlets consisting of atotal § faderal taxation, ethics, professional
of 72 guestions. and legal responsibiiities, and

One testlst with six fask- business law, and the skills needad to
based simulations, apply that knowledge.

including one to two
research guestions.




How many times may a candidate take an exam saction?

Thers is no limit en the number of imes a candidate may retake a failad exam section. Howsaver, it is important to note that a
candidate can take a given sxam section only once in a testing window.

Are thers any partoulsr Smes when scheduling 28 test centers Is more difficult?

Candidates seem to prefer the last two weeks of each testing window. Those weeks are booked more quickly than others. In
addition, Saturdays also book early.

Yhat are the Promelric test center hours?

Hours of operation will vary among Prometric test centers. Some Premetrie test centers offer evening and weekend hours.
Plaase consult www.prometric.com/cpa for each iest center's hours and days of operation.

What refes st candidates follow ot the Promeiric test center?

Complete rules regarding exam procedures, confidentiallty, and break policy can be found In the CPA Candidate Bulletin at
www.alcpa.org/hecomeacpa.

Will inols candidates recelve o numeric score Tor sach CPA exam sootion?

Candidates will recelve a numeric ecare for each exam section ranging from zero to 99. A score of 75 or higher indicates
successiul cormpletion of that exam section. Candidates who fail 2 section will also recelve limited exam performance information.
Tne raport providas candidates with information about the strengths and weaknesses of their sxam performance.

How do candfidates racsive thelr seores?

Candidates who applied oniine are able to acoess scores online at wwwdiboa.org. Al candidates will recelve scores in the
mail. Go to www.ilboa.org for information about score release dales.

Provisional students cannot see their scores untl all final transcripts have been recelived and reviewad by the board and the
provisional status has been cleared.

I nacessayry, when may ssndidetes relake a OPA exam seclion?

Candidates who do not pass an exam section will receive a Candidate Performance Report from the IBOE. Candidates
who do not pass an exam section may not retake that section untll the next testing window after the failed section was taken.
To reapply, a candidate must complete a re-examination form and pay the related fees to both the IBOE and NASBA,

How does s candidade mesl the sepavate Bnels othics exam requirement?

lincls candidatas are required to pass a separate ethics exam on the rules of professional conduct, Currently, the ethics exam
requirements are fulfiled by completing the “Professional Ehics: AICPA’s Comprehensive Course,” which includes an open-
book axam. llinals candidates should request that their scores be forwarded to the IBOE when they register online to complete
the exam. The exam may be retaker;; a score of at least 90% Is required. Currently, this score does not expire.

How does o condidets oblain the AICES Comprehengive Gode of Professional Conduct course?

The candidate can access information about the course on the AICPA site wwnw.cpa2biz.com. Key in “Ethics Course” in the
Search Box and be surs to select “Professional Ethics: AICPA's Cormprehensive Course.” The candidate may purchase the
course and exam directly from the AICPA. However, the llincls CPA Society offers the course and exam to its membars at a
reduced price. Go to www.iepas.org or call 312.893.0407, option 4, for additional information,

When musi an Bincls candideie mesd the alldos exam reguiremerd?

Candidates may choose to complete the ethics exam requirement bafore or after passing the CPA exam. Many exam takers
orefar o take the sthics exam before they take the AUD part of the CPA exam since it also covers sthics,

Currently, there is no mandated time frame for successful completion of the ethics exam; once faken, it does not expire,
Candidates will not be dligible for licensing until the ethice exam requirement has been met. This requirement does not need
10 be met within the 18-month roling tme period and can be completed at any iime, even before the candidate has been
approved o take the CPA exam.

. s funding svallable to help defray the coats of the CPA exars for eligible Binols condidates?

The CPA Endowment Fund of llinois has raised funds to support llinols residants who are studying accounting and are planning
o begome a CPA. The CFA Exam Award Program was developed specifically to cover the NASEA feas, which represent a
large portion of the total CPA exam fees. Candidates must demanstrate achievement as well as financial need. Applications are
accepted throughout the year. For mora information, go to www.icpas.org/students.htm.

What foes do Hinois candidates pay to take the CP4 axam?

A candidate has the option to apply and take all four exam sections in one testing window or io spread the four sections among
several testing windows, If the candidate does not intand to take all four sections within six months, then the candidate should
only indicate an the application the exam sections they plan o take within the six-month perioc. Thus, the fees paid when
applying depend on the number of exam ssctions indicated on a candidates application. See next pags for fees.,
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ONE-TIME cradential evaluation fee paid
{o Nlinois Board of Examiners:

»  Domestic cradentials evaluation fee $175.00 $175.00
b International credentials evaluation fee $250.00 $250.00

CPA Exam application fees paid to lllinois Board of
Examiners each time a candidate applies to test:

¥ One exam secion listed on application $40.00 $40,00
¢ Two exam sections listed on application $76.00 $76.00
#  Three exam sections listed cn application $108.00 $108.00
b Four axam sections listed on application $120.00 $120.00

Testing fees billed by and paid io NASBA:
¥ Auditing and Altestation $190.35 $500.00
¥ Financial Accounting and Reparting $190.35 $500.00
¥ Regulation $171.25 $500.00

B Business Environment and Concegts $171.25 $500.00

(Effective October 19, 2013, a fee increase of $42/hr for exam delivery will bring the total cost o $729.08.)

28, Mow dess a candidals become licensed in Hinols?
The llinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR} is the scls authority for CPA licensing in the state of llinols.

Candidates wil be requirad to be licensed before they can practice and hold themselves out as CPAs (for axample, cn
resumes, job applications, business cards, lstterhead, websites, etc.).

Once a candidate has passed all four sections of the CPA exam within an 18-month period, completed the separate ethics exam, and
met the one-year experience requirement for “accountancy activities,” as defined by the IDFFR, the candidate may then apply to the
llinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation for a license at www.idfpr.com.
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- ageredited school. : 28CH in integrated of starid-alone RAA (maxmum :
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towards tha 80 accouritlig SCH) R 120 days from the date of first CPA exam ’

C. Graduate dagree in diseiplitie oter thari acceunting successfully taken to submit evidence of
OF busingss® or ary bachelor's degreer ~— ~ . completion 6f all requirements
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