	SIUE TPS Activity Plan Template for Using Primary Sources


Author: Robert Miller
School Name:  Alton Middle School, Alton Community Unit School District District # 11
Suggested Activity Title: Where am I?
Grade Level: 6 - 8
Subject:  Technology Education
Estimated Time Frame to complete activity: 2 hours
Theme / topic: Navigation
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study.
	1. Source Information:

Title: Alton, Madison Co., Illinois 1867. Drawn from nature by A. Ruger.
Creator of Source: A. Ruger
Collection / Exhibit title: American Memory map Collections
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104a.pm001350

	Source 1- Questions for students:

1. This map was created in what year?  Answer: 1867
2. Who was map created from an aerial photograph or hand drawn? Answer: Hand drawn by A. Ruger



	2. Source Information:

Title: Hollywood starland : official moviegraph of the land of stars, where they live, where they work and where they play / copyrighted by Don Boggs
Creator of Source: Hollywood
Collection / Exhibit title: American Memory / Map Collections
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4364l.ct001845

	Source 2- Questions for students:

1. This map was created in what year?  Answer: Oct. 20, 1937

2. What is the purpose of this map? Answer: To find the location of where Hollywood stars live. 



	1. Source Information:

Title: Everyday Mysteries – Fun Science Facts from the Library of Congress (GPS)
Creator of Source: Library of Congress
Collection / Exhibit title: Researcher Center / Science Reference Services
http://www.loc.gov/rr/scitech/mysteries/global.html


	Source 3- Questions for students:
1. What does GPS stand for?  Answer: Global Positioning System

2. GPS was designed by who? Answer: The U. S. Military

3. When was the decision made to make GPS free for civilians? Answer: March 1996
4. How many satellites make up the GPS system? Answer: 28

5. The use of GPS can answer what 5 questions simultaneously? Answer:
                  Where am I?
Where am I going?

Where are you?

What is the best way to get there?

When will I get there?




Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:  
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104a.pm001350
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4364l.ct001845
http://www.loc.gov/rr/scitech/mysteries/global.html
Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence after investigating the 2-3 sources above?

Is GPS navigation better than the ways used in 1867 or 1937? 

What are the pros and cons of using GPS?
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?   
What is a satellite?
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?   Student will be provided hard copies of the maps along with links to the download jpg files of the maps.
4. What questions might students have after investigating all the sources to continue their research? 

· Where did the drawers of the maps get their information from?
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
Students will debate the pros and cons of using GPS? 

The two resources cited above from  1867 and 1937 will serve as the opposing comparison. 
6. How would this activity fit into your existing curriculum?
· This activity would complement the existing unit that I teach on how to use GPS handheld receivers for getting from one place to another. 
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)  NETS 2007 Standard 4a. 
Critical thinking. Problem Solving, and Decision Making: Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make inform decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.  Students: identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigations.
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