	SIUE TPS Activity Plan Template for Using Primary Sources


Author: Kate Page and Stephanie Rosser
School Name: Alton Middle School 
Suggested Activity Title:  Why is the Great Depression So Titled?

Grade Level:  8th Grade 
(Grade level you would use for this activity)

Subject: U.S. History 
(Subject the activity would be taught in)

Estimated Time Frame to complete activity:

2-3 Days
Theme / topic:  Great Depression
	1. Source Information:

Title: Circleville, county seat of Pickaway County
Creator of Source: Shahn, Ben, 1898-1969, photographer.
Collection / Exhibit title:  America from the Great Depression to World War II: Black-and-White Photographs from the FSA-OWI, 1935-1945

	Source 1- Questions for students:

1.) Where do you think this is located?

2.) What is the intended use of this building?

3.) Who is this guy?

4.) When in American History was this taken? 

5.) Do you think this picture had a purpose?



	2. Source Information:

Title: BEGGING REDUCED TO A SYSTEM

Creator of Source: Anne Winn Stevens, writer Douglas Carter, reviser.Collection / Exhibit title: American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1940


	Source 2- Questions for students:
1.) What images do you see in your mind when you read this?
2.) What about this article most bothered you?

3.) What do you think happened to this family after this was written?

4.) What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing this article?

5.) If you were in this situation what would you do to help improve the situation?



	3. Source Information:

Title: Destitute pea pickers in California. Mother of seven children. Age thirty-two. Nipomo, California
Creator of Source:  Lange, Dorothea, photographer.
Collection / Exhibit title:  America from the Great Depression to World War II: Black-and-White Photographs from the FSA-OWI, 1935-1945

	Source 3- Questions for students:
1.) What roles do each of the people portray in this picture?
2.) Who is the central figure in the picture?

3.) If you could have a conversation with this person what are some of the things you think that person would say?

4.) What appears in the background of the picture? 

5.) What does the background tell you about the people in the picture?

6.) What do you think these people do for a living?


Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

 - American Journey 1865 – Present; Textbook; Produced by Glencoe; 2000
Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence after investigating the 2-3 sources above?
-How did the Depression affect the livelihood of lower-class Americans?

2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?
-Knowledge about social classes in the United States

-Knowledge about social classes prior to 1929

-General family roles

3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

-Ask leading questions
-Hear from multiple students before revealing facts

-Allowing students to do web quests online after initial activities are presented

4. What questions might students have after investigating all the sources to continue their research?

-What happened to the family in the article?

-Are there other pictures of people during the Great Depression?
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
-Create posters to illustrate how the Great Depression affected people 
-Create a museum or gallery of the student’s posters and allow students to analyze each other’s work. 
6. How would this activity fit into your existing curriculum?
-This would be a fantastic opening activity to introduce the Great Depression.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
Goal 18A – Understanding Social Systems

Extension Activity
Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.
· A unit on the Great Depression
· Write reflective pieces in Language Arts 

· Review charts and graphs that display data concerning poverty and unemployment rates during the Great Depression – finding mean, median and mode, finding trends, etc.
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