	SIUE TPS Activity Plan Template for Using Primary Sources


Author: Bridget Lyles
School Name: Alton Middle School
Suggested Activity Title: Acceptable Racism? 

Grade Level: 8th grade
(Grade level you would use for this activity)

Subject: Social Studies
(Subject the activity would be taught in)

Estimated Time Frame to complete activity:  One Block Period (80 minutes)
Theme / topic:  Civil Rights in America
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study.
	1. Source Information:

Title: Oakland, Calif., Feb. 1942
Creator of Source: Dorthea Lange (1942 February)
Collection / Exhibit title: Japanese Internment During World War II

	Source 1- Questions for students:

How does this picture make you feel towards Japanese-Americans? Is there a bias in the headlines that might jade your perspective?

	2. Source Information:

Title: Civilian exclusion order #5
Creator of Source: Dorthea Lange (1942, April)
Collection / Exhibit title: Japanese Internment During World War II

	Source 2- Questions for students:

What is this photograph telling you about the government’s priorities during 1942? Can you relate to being a Japanese-American and seeing this evacuation order for the first time? 

	3. Source Information:

Title: Baseball game, Manzanar Relocation Center, Calif.
Creator of Source: Ansel Adams [1942]
Collection / Exhibit title: Japanese Internment During World War II

	Source 3- Questions for students:
Throughout history baseball has been the “great diversion” What types of entertainment might help you adjust to life in a camp? 


Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence after investigating the 2-3 sources above? Are there events in our history that make racism acceptable? 
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any? 
· Definition of racism
· Background in historical events based on racial tension
· Study of the American slave trade
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  Create my own handouts based on my research through LOC
(You can print out, attach, reference, or link to existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

4. What questions might students have after investigating all the sources to continue their research? They might ask to research other forms of racism. Perhaps they could be interested in their family’s role in America’s racist past.
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?  I would have them pretend to be a camp resident and write a narrative on one day at the camp, complete with illustrations.
6. How would this activity fit into your existing curriculum? It fits perfectly with our requirements for character education and social awareness.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
www.isbe.net/ils  S.S. 16.A., 16.B., Language Arts 3.C, 5.A
Extension Activity
Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas. Civil Rights Unit- Compare and Contrast the treatment of citizens as it relates to the three time periods of discussion; Native American Relocation, Japanese-American Internment, and the 1950’s Civil Rights Movement. 
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