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School Name: Alton Middle School
Suggested Activity Title: Hoboes of the Great Depression
Grade Level:  8th
Subject: 
Social Studies
Estimated Time Frame to complete activity: 1-2 class periods
Theme / topic: Great Depression/Dust Bowl
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study.
	1. Source Information:

Title: Hobos sitting under overpass
Creator of Source Chicago Daily News, Inc., photographer
Collection / Exhibit title Photographs from the Chicago Daily News 1902-1933

	Source 1- Questions for students:

Where are the men located?  What is the purpose for them being there? What does their physical appearance tell you about their current situation?

	2. Source Information:

Title Hoboes in Grant Park, unemployed men sitting on benches
Creator of Source Chicago Daily News, Inc., photographer.
Collection / Exhibit title Photographs from the Chicago Daily News, 1902-1933

	Source 2- Questions for students:

What are these men doing?  Why are there so many of them? How are these men different from the men in the first photograph?  How are these men similar with the men in the first photograph?

	3. Source Information:

Title A Knight of the road, E. W. Gunter, McAlester, Oklahoma
Creator of Source  unknown
Collection / Exhibit title The Northern Great Plains, 1880-1920: Photographs from the Fred Hultstrand and F.A. Pazandak Photograph Collections

	Source 3- Questions for students:
Describe the first thing that stands out about this man when you look at him.  What can you infer from his clothing?  How is he different or similar from the first two photographs?


Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources: 

Hoboes became famous around the time of the Great Depression.  Some of them were Hoboes because they wanted to be, and some were out of necessity.  Hoboes are different from Bums.  Hoboes worked and Bums do not.  Hoboes followed symbols through out the town that led them to find work, food, shelter, and safety.
(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence after investigating the 2-3 sources above? 
* What was life like for unemployed males during the Great Depression? 
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?  

* They will need to know the difference between a Bum and a Hobo. They need to understand why Hoboes came about
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

(You can print out, attach, reference, or link to existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

* http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo.html

4. What questions might students have after investigating all the sources to continue their research? 
· What caused the men to become homeless?
· Were there people willing to help these men?
· How did these men find work?
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
Each day of the unit, the students will create a journal entry for a week in the life of a Hobo while using these prompts;
· What did you eat today? Where did you find that food?
· Did you find work today?  If so where?  

· Where did you sleep last night?  How did you know it was safe to sleep there?

· How did you travel?  Did you travel alone?

6. How would this activity fit into your existing curriculum? 
* This activity will be used as an introductory activity for The Great Depression era of American History 
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth) 

· 15A.H Identify the causes of unemployment

· 15A.I analyze the factors that lead to different employment rates for various groups

· 16D.I identify the origins and analyze consequences of events that have shaped  social history including famines, migrations, plagues, slave trading.

· 16A.H assess the value of posed and candid photographs as a primary source
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