	SIUE TPS Activity Plan Template for Using Primary Sources


Author: Chris Dreith and Shonna Schrock
School Name: Alton Middle School
Suggested Activity Title: Civil War Newspaper Article
Grade Level: 7th Grade

(Grade level you would use for this activity)

Subject: Social Studies 
(Subject the activity would be taught in)

Estimated Time Frame to complete activity: One Class Period
Theme / topic:  Battle of Gettysburg
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study.
	1. Source Information:

Title Field Map of Gettysburg July 1st, 2nd, 3rd 1863
Creator of Source T. Ditterline
Collection / Exhibit title American Memory Civil War Maps

	Source 1- Questions for students:

How Long did the Battle of Gettysburg last and what were the results each day. Describe troop positioning of both sides of the battles.

	2. Source Information:

Title Confederate dead gathered for burial at the Southwestern edge of the Rose woods, July 5, 1863
Creator of Source O’Sullivan, Timothy H. 
Collection / Exhibit title American Memory – Selected Civil War Photograph 1861-1865

	Source 2- Questions for students:

As a news reporter describe the scene in the photo

	3. Source Information:

Title Would also use a journal entry or letter written by a soldier in this battle.
Creator of Source

Collection / Exhibit title

	Source 3- Questions for students:
What difficulties did soldiers face in this battle?


Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence after investigating the 2-3 sources above? Describe what happened during the Battle of Gettysburg
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any? Who fought in Gettysburg, when was Gettysburg, and what historical war did this battle take place?
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  Print out  pictures of the sources and provide a newspaper template to write the story. 
(You can print out, attach, reference, or link to existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

4. What questions might students have after investigating all the sources to continue their research? What battles happened after Gettysburg, who won Gettysburg, and how many people died? What effect did the battle of Gettysburg have on the rest of the war?
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose? Create a front page newspaper article describing the Battle of Gettysburg. Graded by the rubric attached to the assignment sheet.
6. How would this activity fit into your existing curriculum? Social studies 7th grade
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth) Goal 17 and 16
www.isbe.net/ils
Extension Activity
Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.
Students would create more articles for this newspaper edition featuring other aspects of the time period.
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