Learning Experience Guide


Title: You Be the Historian
Grade level(s): 7th grade
Time frame: one day, 50 minutes)
Subject matter: American History

Teacher information
Name: Debra Weiler
School: Dupo Jr/Sr High
City, State: Dupo, Illinois
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: 
Students will learn what kind of information may be gleaned from historical diaries and how to infer information from the facts given.
Background Information for Activity:

None needed.
Objectives:

Students will analyze excerpts from the Diary of a Forty-Niner and the diary of John Johnson as he travels with a wagon train in 1864.
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Students will learn how historians glean information from a primary source.
State Standard/s:

(www.isbe.net/ils)
Resources or Materials needed:
1. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/calbkbib:@field(NUMBER+@od1(calbk+069))
2. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/upboverbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(dia2139))
3. See attached printouts of diary excerpts.
Methods:
Modeling Activity:

1. Read with the students the excerpt from The Diary of a Forty-Niner.  Lead the students in listing the information that can be inferred from reading the text.
2. The students should find the following information:
· Pork was poor quality, but was eaten at almost every meal.

· Good meat was hard to find.

· Some people provided needed services for money instead of panning.

· Miners were concerned with being cheated when exchanging their gold.

· News from home was precious.

Student Activity:

1. Students will be divided into groups of three or four.  Students will read the excerpt from John Johnson’s diary and list the information they can glean from this resource.

2. Students should discover the following:

· How far the wagon train could typically travel in a day.

· What resources the pioneers looked for in a camp site.

· What type of diseases they struggled with.

· What type of accidents were common.

Formal Assessment:

· Students will be informally assessed, as each group participates in the discussion and listing of the information gleaned.
·  Please attach any created/used assessments or rubrics, if available.
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