Learning Experience Guide


Title: Infamy 
Grade level(s): 6th – 8th  
Time frame: (50 minutes for lesson, part of 2 week unit about World War II)
Subject matter: (Social Studies, American History, and Language Arts)

Teacher information
Name: Mark Hill



School: Ramsey CUSD#204
City, State: Ramsey IL
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal:
Students will learn to analyze historical information and understand similarities and differences of both historical events. Students will write a comparison contrast paper about Pearl Harbor and September 11th, using regular writing conventions and organization of the writing process.
Background Information for Activity:

History: Students will use the photograph Infamy II as an introduction to the historical topic of the Pearl Harbor attack, so there is no background information needed.
English: Students will be expected to understand writing conventions and organization to complete later lessons on topic.

Objectives:

Students will analyze the photo in small groups, and create a paragraph interpreting the meaning of the photograph’s elements and name.  (This will be the introduction of the subject of Pearl Harbor and September 11th.) Students will eventually write compare and contrast paper about the events of both Pearl Harbor and September 11th to show their understanding of the historical topic, and to develop their writing skills. 
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

To introduce topic information, and assess understanding of topic to guide instruction.
State Standard/s:

(www.isbe.net/ils)
3.B.3a  
3.C.3a  
16.A.2b  
16.A.2c  

Resources or Materials needed:
1. Infamy II photo, pencil and paper.
2. For this introductory lesson there would be no other resources.  For the continued lessons on topic, there would be a search of the LOC website to find the photograph and check the artist purpose of the art.
3. For later lessons, a copy of the Infamy speech would be given to the students to give the historical context, and provide an example of the writing process by providing an example of the changes FDR made to the speech to include the word infamy.  I have previously seen this document on (ourdocuments.gov.) 
4. Digitally save or print any handouts needed for this lesson.
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. First I would show the Eastman Kodak photo and ask students to make observations about the photo and its purpose.
2. I would write examples on the board documenting student’s observations.

3. I would write a summary of their observations and understanding of the photo’s meaning and purpose.

4. I will then explain to the students that an artist constructs a piece of art with an intended purpose. I will then provide the students with bibliographical information to check their observations and understandings of the artist’s purpose.

5. Students will be expected to understand how to interpret a photograph and its meaning and be able to write a summary of their observation.

Student Activity:

1. Students will be asked to look at the Infamy II photo in small groups and document their observations.
2. Students will be expected to understand the meaning of the photo in the context of September 11th.  Later students will be expected to understand the connection of Pearl Harbor to the title.
Formal Assessment:

· Students will be graded for participation in groups, and will self assess after looking up information on LOC website to check their interpretation of the photo.
·  Please attach any created/used assessments or rubrics, if available.
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