Title: Baseball card analysis
Grade level(s): 6th grade

Time frame: 40 minutes

Subject matter: Social studies, language arts

Teacher Information:

Sue Seymour / Emily Lamb

Alton Middle School

Alton, IL

SIUE

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding goal:

Students will learn to distinguish differences between baseball uniforms, information portrayed, who supported or manufactured the cards and the function of the cards.  They will examine both the front and back of two cards.  One card is from early 1900’s and one card is from 1980’s.
Background information for Activity:

None, since this is an introductory activity for a baseball interdisciplinary unit.

Objectives:

Students will analyze the two baseball cards looking at differences and similarities.

Then they will compare the baseball cards by completing a T-chart.  

Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Library items give the students the opportunity to see original baseball cards from the early 1900’s, which would otherwise be impossible for students to see.  

State Standards:

16.A.3b Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources.   

Resources or Material Needed: 
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Jas. H. Fogarty
OTHER TITLES
Allen & Ginter World's Champions (N43)
CALL NUMBER
LOT 13163-07, no. 4

COLLECTION
Baseball Cards from the Benjamin K. Edwards Collection
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Rookie card Cardinals 

shop.mlb.com

Methods:

1. Students look at the pictures of the two baseball players and tell how they are similar and different.  (uniforms, hair, skin color, card size, printing quality)

2. Examine back of the card to note similarities and differences.
3. Chart their findings.

Examples of details students are expected to know:

1. Both cards identify team, player name and position played. 

2. Uniform style is different.

3. Older card is used as an advertisement, no information about the player except name. (no statistics) 

4. Newer card has stats about the player for multiple years.  

5. The cards were geared for different audiences. (older—adults, newer—children)

Formal Assessment:

Students will be evaluated on completion of T-chart and ability to back up information verbally.  
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Jas. H. Fogarty
OTHER TITLES
Allen & Ginter World's Champions (N43)
CREATED/PUBLISHED
1888

NOTES
Issued by: Allen & Ginter Company

SUBJECTS
Jim Fogarty
Philadelphia Quakers
Philadelphia
National League
right fielder
Baseball cards
RELATED NAMES
Allen & Ginter Company
MEDIUM
1 print : chromolithograph

CALL NUMBER
LOT 13163-07, no. 4

COLLECTION
Baseball Cards from the Benjamin K. Edwards Collection
REPOSITORY
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

DIGITAL ID
(original) bbc 2091
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• Compare and contrast two baseball cards

– 1 card from 1914

– 1 card from 1983

• Write down similarities and differences in 

image and information on card.








