Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Millie Seiler, Cindy Ostrander, and Kim Moran
School Name: Liberty
Activity Title:  Alcatraz
Grade Level: 8th
Subject: Reading
Estimate Time Frame to complete activity: One 45 minute class period
Theme / topic: Alcatraz/Understanding setting of novel
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/. SOUTH WALL OF RECREATION YARD, FROM NORTHWEST 
HABS CAL,38-ALCA,1-A-6
Questions:

1. What is the purpose this location on Alcatraz?

2.  What would the convicts do in this courtyard?

3. Which convicts would be allowed to use this space and why?  As a Rewards for good behavior? Exercise?  Socialization?   

2.  DETAIL VIEW SHOWING WATER EXTRACTOR, WASHERS ETC. 
HABS CAL,38-ALCA,1-D-5
Questions:

1. Analyze this picture? 
2.  After analyzing this picture, use whole group discussion to determine its purpose.
Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?
Ask students to consider if they have ever lived in a confined space and if so, how did it make them feel.  If not, imagine how it would make you feel.
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?
Alcatraz documentary will introduce location and feature first hand accounts from prison employees children who lived on the island with their families.
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

Lead and guide discussion to analyze location in historical context of time period.
4. What questions might students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?

 Students may question the routines and activities of daily life on Alcatraz for employees, theirs families and the prisoners who lived on the island.

5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?

1. Discussions questions
2. Quizzes

3. Vocabulary

6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?
 This activity will enhance student understanding of the time period and setting of the 8th grade novel. Al Capone Does My Shirts. 
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
	1.B.3a Preview reading materials, make predictions and relate reading to information from other sources.


Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.
Teach, discuss, and read the novel.
