Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Cameé Beyers & Megan Mulcahy
School Name: Lincoln Middle School
Activity Title: My Feelings, My Poetry
Grade Level: 7th Grade
Subject: Language Arts
Estimate Time Frame to complete activity: 7 class periods
Theme / topic: Civil Rights/Segregation
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item. Drinking fountain on the county courthouse lawn, Halifax, North Carolina. By John Vachon./America from the Great Depression to World War II: photographs from the FSAOWI, 1935-1945.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study. 
3. In their journals, the students would journal about the following on the “altered” photo:
a. What are you thoughts on when/where this photo was taken?
b. What time period do you think this is from?
c. Describe your emotions as you look at this picture. 
d. Does the photo remind you of any personal experiences?
4. Reveal the original and the students would complete the above 4 questions again with the original photo. 
Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/ African American History Month: This year’s theme recognizes the endeavors of African Americans to unite a nation, bringing equality and social justice to all.

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/CIV_toolkit/overview.pdf Teacher Guide Primary Source Set: Jim Crow in America
Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?
a. The students will be able to answer how they feel/what they know about the Civil Rights. The students will be able to express their concerns, feelings, knowledge on paper through journaling and poetry.
b. Is this a good picture of segregation? Why or why not? (evaluation)
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?
a. The students will need to know how to write a poem and accurately use the elements of poetry (sound, imagery, figurative language, and form)
b. The students will need to have minimal background information on segregation and/or Jim Crow laws.
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  
(You can print out, attach, reference, or link to existing analysis 
activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

a. We will print a copy of the photo for each student or place it on the t.v. for the entire class to view.
b. I would ask them the following questions:
i. What would be an appropriate caption title for this picture? Write a caption for this picture that you feel explains what this picture is about. (synthesis)
ii. Where might have this picture been taken? What makes you think that? (evaluation)
iii. Do you think this would be an important picture to study? Why or why not? (evaluation)
4. What questions might students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?

a. How did the boy feel growing up in a segregated America?
b. Why wouldn’t the boy try to revolt or move away?
c. How did the boy’s life change after segregation ended?
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
a. The students would create an acrostic poem on the topic of Civil Rights. After class discussions, literature analysis, video “Voices of the Civil Rights” and research, the students will have a basic understanding of struggles to gain equal rights. Through the lessons the students will show an understanding of poetry elements on the topic of the Civil Rights.
6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?
a. Part of the 7th grade curriculum is poetry.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
a. 1.C.3b

b. 1.A.3b

c. 2.A.3c

d. 5.B.3b

e. 5.C.3b
www.isbe.net/ils
Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.
1. Have the students read a non-fictional story from our LA text that addresses segregation/Civil Rights/inequalities.

2. Have the students present their poems to the class.
3. Have the students chose another photo from www.loc.gov website, write a poem and have it posted on poetry180 http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/  
