Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Katie Bevis & Jenna Wood
School Name: Liberty Middle School
Activity Title: Connecting Poetry and Song
Grade Level: Middle School (6-8)
Subject: Language Arts/Social Studies
Estimate Time Frame to complete activity: 45-minute class period
Theme / topic: Poetry & Social Studies
Primary Sources
1. Voices from theDust Bowl: The Charles L. Todd and Robert Sonkin Migrant Worker Collection, 1940-194. Mrs. Mary Sullivan. Library of Congress: Teachers
2. An American Time Capsule: Three Centuries of Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera. Washington 194-. Library of Congress: Teachers
3. Great Depression and World War II 1929-1945. The Learning Page: Features and Activities

4. Textile Life. Mary Branch. Library of Congress: Teachers

Questions
1. After reading and listening to both the poem and the song what is the theme or feeling being portrayed?

2.  Compare and contrast the feeling that was portrayed during the Great Depression compared to the feeling that would be portrayed from poem and song today.
Background Information
Students will have a wealth of knowledge provided from their Social Studies textbook. 

*American History The Modern Era Since 1865

Glencoe McGraw Hill, 1999

Donald A. Ritchie

Developing the Activity:

1. Essential Question
How do poetry and song lyrics represent the time period in which they were written? 
2. Prior Knowledge
Students would need to have a clear understanding of the time period they are analyzing. During this lesson the students will be analyzing the early 1900’s, Great Depression WWII era. 
3. Analyzing Tool
Students would use the Lyrical Legacy graphic organizer (Thinking About Songs As Historical Artifacts and Thinking About Poems As Historical Artifacts) provided by the Library of Congress website. (Attached) 

4. Expected Student Questions
a. What are the present day interpretations of the lingo of that time period?

b. What is the meaning/purpose of song and poetry during this time period? 
5. Assessment & Assignment
Students would use the Library of Congress website to find an additional song and poem from the early 1900’s and explore the relationship between the two pieces of literature. Students would be shown an example of the relationship from a teacher’s perspective to make sure they are along the right lines with their thinking. 
6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?

Poetry is taught across the middle level grades. This activity could easily connect poetry and Social Studies by allowing the students to study poetry and song of the times period they are currently studying in their grade level Social Studies class.
7. Illinois State Standards
a. 2.A.3c – Identify characteristics and authors of various literary forms (e.g. short stories, novels, drama, fables, biographies, documentaries, poetry, science fiction)
b. 2.B.3b – Compare and contrast common literary themes across various societies and eras. 

c. 16.A.3b – Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources. 
Extensions

This activity could easily be extended by having the students find additional poems and songs to make relationships to the time period. This could also be used for all time period as long as there are many resources available to the teacher and students. 
Thinking About Songs


As Historical Artifacts

	
	Illustrations
	 Lyrics
	Music

	Looking at THE SONG
	Look at the physical format and graphical elements.

What do you see?

	Wht people, places, and events are mentioned?
	What do you notice about the music (fast, slow, catchy, dull)?

	Responding to THE SONG
	What are your personal reactions to the images?

	What are your personal reactions to the lyrics?
	What emotions might this song produce when sung or played?

	Thinking about HISTORY
	Why do you think the artist(s) wrote this song?

What clues do you find to suggest this?

For what audience was the song written?

Why is the music important to this song?

What does the song tell you about what life was like during this period in history?



Thinking About Poems
As Historical Artifacts

	Looking at THE POEM
	Look at the physical format and graphical elements.

What do you see?
What is the overall message of the poem?

Highlight words or phrases that you find expressive.

What about the language appeals to you?



	Responding to THE POEM
	What are your personal reactions to the poem?

What makes this a poem?



	Thinking about HISTORY
	Why do you think the poet wrote this poem?
What clues do you find to suggest this?

For what audience was the poem written?

What does the poem tell you about what life was like during this period in history?



