Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Diana Lockwood, Brenda Carlile, Beth Richter

School Name:  Liberty Middle School
Activity Title:  Introduction to Driving Miss Daisy/Prejudice 
Grade Level: 6-8
Subject: Language Arts/Reading
Estimate Time Frame to complete activity:  1 class period
Theme / topic:  Prejudice in America 
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. “A café near the tobacco mart.”  Jack Delano, photographer.  Depression Era to World War II.
· Describe what you see in the photograph.

· Is there anything in the photograph that you find unusual compared to stores/shops today?
· What can we conclude about the interactions of the people living during this time period?

2. “A drinking fountain on the county courthouse lawn.”  John Vachon, photographer.  Depression Era to World War II.  Cropped image included.
· Examine the cropped photograph.   Briefly describe what you see in the photograph.  
· Then show the primary source photograph.  What do you see in this picture that is different from the first one?
· What question does this photo raise in your mind?
· If you were this child, how would it make you feel?  
Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

As a team interdisciplinary activity, the students will have previously studied the Civil War and how prejudice and racism were prevalent during that time period.  Despite the emancipation, decades later, many African Americans were still experiencing prejudices.  
Driving Miss Daisy is a play written by Alfred Uhry and was based on his grandmother and her driver.  The play covers the controversial topics of race and prejudice against African Americans and Jews.  It encompassed a time period of twenty-five years between 1948 and 1973.  It shows how people’s prejudices affected the lives of all Americans living during that time period.  
(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?
· What role did prejudice play in American society?

2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?
· Historical perspective of prejudice during and after the Civil War.

3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

· Photographic Analysis Worksheet 
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/98/brady/photo.html

· First Person Narrative Guide 
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/99/westnew/guide.html
4. What questions might students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?
· Have people’s prejudiced actions against race, religion, etc. changed?
· To what degree does prejudice still exist today?

· What can we do as students to overcome prejudices?
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
· The assignment will be to read the play, Driving Miss Daisy, by Alfred Uhry.
· Classroom analysis of the themes in the play as we read it in class.  
6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?
· Analyzing the photograph will lead to a personal perspective writing activity which requires the students to write a first person narrative in relationship to their feelings/observations gained from the photographs.  
· The activity fits into our reading literature unit entitled “Person to Person.”
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
www.isbe.net/ils
· 1.C.3b – Interpret and analyze entire narrative text using story elements, point of view and theme.  

· 1.C.3d – Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.  

· 2.B.3a – Respond to literary material from personal, creative and critical points of view.  

· 3.B.3a – Produce documents that convey a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas and information and display focus, organization, elaboration and coherence.  

Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.

· After introducing, discussing the photographs and participating in the activities, students will use the Narrative Guide to brainstorm ideas and create a first person narrative paper.  
