Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author:  Sherri Schafer and Marcy Hillers
School Name: Liberty Middle School-Edwardsville, Illinois
Activity Title: Introduction to Baseball:  A Story of America
Grade Level: 7th grade
Subject: Literacy Lab (Reading)
Estimate Time Frame to complete activity:  One class period
Theme / topic: Build comprehension by identifying descriptive text structure. 
                         Introduce students to a “Spider Map” that will reflect senses 

                        (hear, smell, see) that they can identify with in the 2 baseball pictures. 
Choose 2 primary sources. 
1.    Panoramic Photographs
Amateur championship game, Telling's Strollers vs. Hanna's Cleaners, 

                  Brookside   Stadium, Sept. 20, 1914, attendance 100,000.

       Location: pan 6a29473 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pan.6a29473
       Copyright deposit; Miller Studio; September 23, 1914; DLC/PP-1914:44837. 
       

2. Baseball and Jackie Robinson
Union prisoners at Salisbury, N.C. / drawn from nature by [...] Otto Boetticher ; lith. 

          of Sarony, Major & Knapp, N. York.

New York : Published by Goupil [...], c1863  
Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/bball/history.html
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bbpix:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3g03036)):displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3g03036

Source #1 & #2:  Baseball spans our history and was an integral part of history during
 good times and bad.  Baseball gave our country a way to pull together, relax, and
 take a break from the stresses of the times. 

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2 sources above?
                       What role has baseball played in history?
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?
                        Students will bring in prior knowledge of baseball.
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

      Students form groups.

      Pass out a Spider Map that highlights senses: Hear, Smell, and See.

      Complete as a group questions that analyze the baseball pictures.

      Groups come together and compare/contrast their findings.

4. What questions might students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?

     Why are there horse and buggies?

     Why are the people in dress clothes?

     What time periods are the photos?

     Where are the photos from?

5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
                      Students will complete the attached “Spider Maps”.
6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?
    This activity will support the Literacy Lab skills.

    History classes in 7th grade cover the time period illustrated in the

 pictures.



    The extended response questions about the pictures, will allow

 students to practice the writing skill of supporting an answer.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
www.isbe.net/ils
 STATE GOAL 16:  Understand events, trends, individuals and movements

 shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.


       STATE GOAL 3:  Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.

                     STATE GOAL 1: Read with understanding and fluency.
Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.
