Learning Experience Guide


Title:
Grade level(6): 
Time frame: (one day, 50 minutes)
Subject matter: Reading

Teacher information
Name:  Karen Warren 
School:  Ramsey School Dist 204
City, State:  Ramsey Illinois
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)
Students will be able have a basic understanding of the Prairie Days to write a paragraph about the Prairie Days or (Early Pioneer Days) in order to have background information prior to students reading “The Willow Basket”  story in our textbook.  This is similar to Little House on the Prairie type story.

Background Information for Activity:

Read a short story to class “Sarah Plain and Tall”  and discuss life on the prairie.
Objectives:

 The students will create a T chart comparing and contrasting Prairie Days and the Today and Now times in order to gain understanding in the differences of the time together as a class.  Lesson Objective is students will gain a basic understanding about Prairie Life by using the Library of Congress’s photos and letters of Prairie times. 
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Library items give students the opportunity to closely examine life on the Prairie as it was during those times to discover photos can help us learn about a place or a time period.
· Students will photos of the Prairie Life as an example an artists interpretation on the Prairie times.
State Standard/s:

(www.isbe.net/ils)
1.B.2a  Establish purposes for reading; survey materials; ask questions; make predictions; connect, clarify and extend ideas.
1.B.2b  Identify structure (e.g., description, compare/contrast, cause and effect, sequence) of nonfiction texts to improve comprehension.

1.B.2c  Continuously check and clarify for understanding (e.g., in addition to previous skills, clarify terminology, seek additional information).

1.B.2d  Read age-appropriate material aloud with fluency and accuracy.
Resources or Materials needed:
Bibliography Photos
1.Collection “Great Plains”
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/ngphome.html
Collection “Farming Life”
http://www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndirs/exhibitions/pioneer/camera/sod.htm
Collection”Pioneer Camera”
http://www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndirs/exhibitions/pioneer/camera/prairie.htm
http://www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndirs/exhibitions/pioneer/camera/58.htm
http://www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndirs/exhibitions/pioneer/camera/46.htm
http://www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/ndirs/exhibitions/pioneer/camera/sod.htm
The David Hilton family near Weissert, Custer County, Nebraska.
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/award/nbhips/lca/145&topImages=14567r.jpg&topLinks=14567v.jpg&displayProfile=0&title=The%20David%20Hilton%20family%20near%20Weissert,%20Custer%20County,%20Nebraska.&m856s=$dnbhips$f14567&dir=ammem&itemLink=r?ammem/psbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(p14567))
Oxen pulling Grain Drill Break with family
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ngp:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(ndfahult+b176))+@field(COLLID+ndfa))
Quilts and Quilt Making in Americahttp://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?qlt:12:./temp/~ammem_4LVX:
School on Prairie

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/award/nbhips/lca/103&topImages=10313r.jpg&topLinks=10313v.jpg&displayProfile=0&title=Prairie%
"New Settlers on the Prairie." East Custer County, Nebraska.
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/award/nbhips/lca/106&topImages=10635r.jpg&topLinks=10635v.jpg&displayProfile=0&title=%22New%20Settlers%20on%20the%20Prairie.%22%20%20East%20Custer%20County,%20Nebraska.&m856s=$dnbhips$f10635&dir=ammem&itemLink=D?psbib:19:./temp/~ammem_uI3H::@@@mdb=rbpebib,calbkbib,lhbcbbib,cic,ngp,klpmap,mymhiwebib,fawbib,psbib,lhbtnbib,detr,lhbumbib,upboverbib
1.  Letter to husband:  Letter Collection
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ps:@field(DOCID+l252)
3.  The Willow Basket Story from our Text in 6th Grade Reading.

4.   Copy all photos for each group to have all photos to use..
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. First I would hand out several photos to each of 4 groups of students.
The students will use the photos to describe in a paragraph what life was like living on the Prairie.

2. Students will brainstorm together and write a paragraph together as a group as they observe the photos from the Library of Congress…  They will be assessed by later writing a paragraph each on their own.
For Example: 

      Life on the Prairie must have been rough.  The houses were made of sod or board planks.  Winters would have been very cold. Women had to take spinning wheels and spin fabric to make clothes with. Clothes were washed by hand and sticks were used because the water was boiled over a hot fire outside. People tried to have a cow or two for milk.  Quilts were made by hand.  Rugs were also made by hand.
Poorer people had just the basics.  Some people were more wealthy and could afford to have nicer dishes, homes were made nicer, and they were able to have others to make their clothes etc.  Life was a challenge especially for the very young, very old, and for the very poor.

Student Activity:

1. Listen to hand-out example  paragraph teacher 
2. Get into groups 

3. Observe photos & discuss
4. Brainstorm ideas together about Prairie Life

5. Have one student write as others orally construct paragraph

For example:  Students may not have had much knowledge about the Prairie Times in America, but after the teacher reading one oral story Sarah Plain and Tall and doing the Library of Congress activity with various photos and sites, and reading together “The Willow Basket” from our textbook, they will be able to easily write a paragraph to hand in for a grade describing the life on the Prairie.

Formal Assessment:

· Students will be scored or graded by the paragraph they hand in and an attached rubric.
Rubric for “Prairie Days” Assessment

_____   Students were able to write at least 5 sentences about Prairie                                                                         

    Life
_____   Students’ sentences were accurately depicting the Prairie Days
_____   Students wrote the sentences on their own and not with group         or with partners.

_____   Students used at least 5 different ideas within the paragraph
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