Learning Experience Guide


Title:  Holocaust
Grade level(s): 7th and 8th 
Time frame: 30 – 40 minutes
Subject matter: Language Arts

Teacher information
Name: Beth Mayer
School: Ramsey Grade School
City, State: Ramsey, IL
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)
The students will develop an emergent understanding of the Holocaust.  This activity is intended as an introduction to the book Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.  By understanding the setting, the students will be able to better understand the characters and their actions.  
Background Information for Activity:

No background information is needed at this time.  This is the opening activity.
Objectives:

· Students will analyze and describe a set of photographs.

· Students will complete a brainstorming chart, related to the photographs.  

Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Library items give students the opportunity to closely examine two different primary source photographs of individuals who were persecuted during the Holocaust.  
State Standard/s:

16.A.3b
Resources or Materials needed:
1. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/p?pp/app,grabill,lomax,pan,wtc,ils,vv,gottscho,detr,bbcards,prok,nclc,fsa:@FILREJ(@FIELD(CALL+@od1(LOT%2012532))+@FIELD(COLLID+coll))::SortBy=DOCID
2. www.ushmm.org
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. Invite the whole class to brainstorm what they think of when they hear the word “Holocaust”.  

2. Record some of their thoughts on a web graphic organizer on the board.

3. Show a picture of the concentration camps.  Allow the students to identify what they see (“What do you see?”).  Record their responses.

4. Ask them “What conclusions can they confidently draw” based upon their observations.  Record their responses.  
5. Ask them “What questions they have” about this picture.  Record their responses.

6. Explain the photograph to the students.

7. Leave the picture on the projector for them to view as they work in their groups 

Student Activity:

1. In small groups of 2-3 students, allow students 10-15 minutes to discuss the photographs and complete the first three columns of the graphic organizer.  Each group will have a different set of photographs to view.  
2. Regroup and hold a whole class discussion on their findings.
a. What did they see?  Some answers might be:

i. Barn looking buildings

ii. Emaciated men and children

iii. Not adequately clothed

iv. Dirty

v. Prisons

vi. Dead people

b. What conclusions did they draw?  Some answers might be:

i. They are hungry

ii. They are tired

iii. They were starved

iv. Neglected

v. Tortured

c. What questions did they have?  Some answers might be:

i. When was this?

ii. Why did this happen?

iii. Who was involved?

iv. How did it stop?

The teacher will discuss the book Number the Star and talk about the time frame for which the story occurs.  This was a period of time which dramatically not only affected Europe, but the United States as well.  

Formal Assessment:

· Students will be assigned to write a one page paper discussing their feelings about the Holocaust towards the middle of the book.  How did the Holocaust begin?  What happened during the Holocaust?  Could the Holocaust happen again?  What would happen to the characters in the story if they are caught by the German soldiers?
·  At the end of the unit, students will complete the final column of the brainstorming activity.
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