Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Carla Hilgert
School Name:  Alton High School, Alton IL
Activity Title:  “You’ll get pie in the sky when you die.”  Joe Hill
Grade Level: (Grade level you would use for this activity)  11th grade
Subject: (Subject the activity would be taught in)  Social Studies
Approximate Time Frame to complete activity:  1 class period
Theme / topic:  Child labor at the turn of the century
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.

TITLE:  Francis Lance 5 years old, 41 inches high. Sells regularly on Grand Avenue. Location: St. Louis, Missouri.  Prints & Photograhs, National Child Labor Committee Collection.

TITLE:  Noon hour May 12th, 1910. These girls work 9 to 10 hours a day in Inland Type Foundry. Location: St. Louis, Missouri.  Prints & Photograhs, National Child Labor Committee Collection.

TITLE:  Noon hour. Illinois Glass Co., (Shop #7.) These boys all work in above glass company. Tuesday noon. Location: Alton, Illinois.  Prints & Photograhs, National Child Labor Committee Collection.

2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study for each source.
1.  Why do you think this photo was taken?

2. List 2 things this photo tells you about life at this time.
3. Write a question that is left unanswered by the photo.
4. Based on your knowledge of history does this photo present a valid representation of the subject?  Why or why not?
5. What appears to be most significant in the photo?

6. List 3 adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in the photo.
Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.)

P&P ONLINE CATALOG - NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE COLLECTION – Library of Congress – The Learning Page – Community Center – Labor in America – National Child Labor Committee
Working as an investigative photographer for the National Child Labor Committee (NCLC), Lewis Hine (1874-1940) documented working and living conditions of children in the United States between 1908 and 1924. The NCLC photos are useful for the study of labor, reform movements, children, working class families, education, public health, urban and rural housing conditions, industrial and agricultural sites, and other aspects of urban and rural life in America in the early twentieth century. 

The collection consists of more than 5,100 photographic prints and 355 glass negatives, given to the Library of Congress, along with the NCLC records, in 1954 by Mrs. Gertrude Folks Zimand, acting for the NCLC in her capacity as chief executive. 

The first photo shows a young 5 year old working the streets selling newspapers in St. Louis MO.
The second photo shows young women workers standing in a doorway in St. Louis MO.
The third photo shows young boys working for the glass company in Alton IL.

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?
How is their life different from those workers in the photographs?

2. What prior knowledge will students need to analyze the above sources, if any?
Knowledge of life at the turn of the century, the Progressive Movement, working conditions, and labor unions.
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

(You can print out and attach or reference existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

Students will have access to all three photos.

4. What questions will students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?

Why did children work?


Were they forced to work?

How much money did they make?


Did they go to school?

5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources?
Students will create a poster calling for rally to protest child labor.

Students will write a letter to President Roosevelt calling for legislation to end child labor.

Students will create a poster encouraging workers to join a union.

6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?
This activity will fit into US History A which has a chapter on working conditions and unions.

7. What IL standards could be met by this activity?

www.isbe.net/ils
14.D.5 – Interpret a variety of public policies and issues from the perspectives of different individuals and groups.

16.A.5b – Explain the tentative nature of historical interpretations.

Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.

Students could listen to protest music from this time period, i.e. Joe Hill.  They could analyze the music and lyrics much like they did with the photos.  Students could then design an album or cd cover for the song or music.  Students could also write their own protest song
