Learning Experience Guide


Title: Why do I need to know this?
Grade level(s): 9-12
Time frame:three 45 minute periods
Subject matter: Science
Teacher information
Name: Sandy LeMarr
School: Ramsey High School
City, State: Ramsey, IL
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: By studying various means of propaganda including advertisements, political cartoons, and manipulated statistics, students will learn to be more discerning consumers.  Students will understand the importance of science in their everyday lives regardless of their personal life goals.
Background Information for Activity:

No background needed.
Objectives:

Students will analyze advertisements, political cartoons and statistical charts for bias and manipulation.
Students will compare and contrast materials from previous decades and today.

Students will construct know/ don’t know charts using these materials.

Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

· Advertisements and political cartoons found in the Library of Congress site will provide students with a historical perspective of propaganda.
State Standard/s: 13.A.3-5b; 13.A. 3-5c; 13. A. 4d; 13.A. 5d
Science and society goals
Resources or Materials needed:
1. Emergence of Advertising in America, 1850-1920  
Stoves ! Stoves ! 

Ridgeway's Burglar Alarm 
Use Fireproof Oil 

Gas Generated from Water 

Life Preserving Coffin 

Elixir Cinchonidia 

Moore's County Grit 

Your Future! Your Stars Tell. Astrology an Exact Science
2.  http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/oliphant/ 

‘ . . . But first, let's hear your position on the Alaska pipeline
and independent gas distributors!'
Methods:
1. Handout examples of old advertisements and political cartoons.
2. Discuss various strategies used by authors to influence readers.

3. Discuss validity of claims in view of scientific research.

4. Have students bring in present day materials to analyze.

5. Students chart each handout.

Formal Assessment:

· Students will use a know/ don’t know T chart to assess validity of new materials.
·  Please attach any created/used assessments or rubrics, if available.
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