Learning Experience Guide


Title: Conquering the Americas
Grade level(s): High School
Time frame: Three to four days. 45 minutes each day.
Subject matter: Spanish 3
Teacher information

Name: Robert Evaul
School: Ramsey High School
City, State: Ramsey, IL, 62080
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)
The students will analyze the facts from the exploration of the early Americas and come up with their own conclusion of the effects of the discovery of America. They will share their ideas and thoughts about what life was like before, during and after the discovery of America. The students will analyze primary sources of the discovery and conquest of early America and be able to share their information with others and come up with their own conclusions of the benefits and/ or disadvantages of the discovery of America. 

Background Information for Activity:

The students will watch a documentary over the Conquest of the Americas to activate their background knowledge.
The students will be able to browse the Library of Congress website under the Exploring the Early Americas on the Exhibitions site. 
Objectives:

The students will discuss the information of the pre-contact America.

The students will discuss the information of the exploration and encounters of the Europeans and Indigenous nations.

The students will discuss the information of the aftermath of the encounters of the European and Indigenous nations.  
The students will be able to compare and contrast life of the Americas before, during, and after the discovery and conquest of early America. 
The students will asses their own progress of the Exploring the Early Americas.

The students will reflect on their comprehension of the information in the exhibit of the Exploring the Early Americas.  
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

· The library provides ample opportunity to exam reliable artifacts and articles concerning the exploration of the early Americas. 
State Standard/s:

(www.isbe.net/ils)

29.B.5a  Explain the cultural and historical significance of characteristic art forms of a target language society.

29.D.5  Analyze different perspectives of historical events using a variety of media and technology tools.
29.E.2  Use maps, charts, digital images, graphs and other geographic representations to describe and discuss the countries where the target language is spoken.
Resources or Materials needed:
Movie:

Conquest of America (History Channel)

Starring: Narrated By Jeffrey Wright

Real artifacts: Aztec calendar and pottery from Mexico.

Exploring the Early America

http://myloc.gov/Exhibitions/EarlyAmericas/Pages/default.aspx

Methods:
1. The first day after watching a movie over the Conquest of America the students will be allowed to browse through the Exploring the Early Americas Exhibit where they will just be able to look through, read and interact with all the information in the Exhibition site. Before the students are allowed to browse as a class we would look at the pictures and the video on the Exploring the Early Americas home page. The students and the teacher will discuss what we see in the pictures and the video. The teacher and the students will go over the overview then have the students answer the following questions as they browse thought the exhibit. Before the bell rings the students will be given time to write in the learning logs before the bell.
a. Question to ask:

i. What is the most interesting artifact that you found?
ii. What is the most boring artifact that you found?
iii. What is the time frame that this happened?

iv. Who are some important people of the time?

v. Which interactive is the most useful?

2. The second day involves having a brief review of the information found the day before and going into more detail of the theme: Pre-Contact America, Explorations and Encounters and Aftermath of the Encounter. The teacher and the students would read the overview of the themes as a class. Then divide the students into three even groups. Each group will focus on a theme. Each group will go through each theme and then they will come up with a political cartoon for the theme with all of the information of the theme. Each group will draw any idea or facts on a 12 by 24 sheet of paper as a group. Then each group will present their cartoon in front of the class explaining the pictures and information. Then once each group has gone the students will write a brief summary of each theme in their learning logs.

3. The next day the students will briefly describe the pictures of another group’s information of a different theme. Once each group is done reviewing each theme, then divide the students into two groups where one group is going to take the side of the European explorers and the other will take the side of the indigenous people pf the Americas. Each group will write two to three paragraphs about there experience with the exploration of the Americas. The will have to include what was life like before, during and after the exploration of the Americas. They will have to keep the following questions in mind while writing their paragraphs. Once everybody is done the students would share their ideas and thoughts. Then the students would fill in a learning log at the end.
a. The questions:

i. What was life like before the exploration?

ii. What was life like during the exploration?

iii. What was life like after the exploration?

iv. What did the world look like before the exploration?

v. What did the world look like after the exploration?

vi. What does the future hold?

Extension: The teacher can take more time and go into more detail with each theme in the Exploring of the Early America exhibit.

Formal Assessment:

· The teacher would asses the student’s performance by the learning logs, by reading and searching for understanding of the activity of the day.
· The teacher would also evaluate the student’s performance through their writing assignment on day three. 
· The teacher can also assess the student’s performance by giving the students a pre-test and a post-test. The teacher should give a test before the lesson over the information that will be discussed and then the last day given a test after the lesson. 
(This lesson is not fully developed and has room for improvement.)

(It is not perfect and needs further time and development in order for the lesson to be successful.)
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