Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Dave Eardley
School Name:Alton High School
Activity Title:To explore the Japanese Internment Camps in the western United States and their effect on the Hollywood movie industry during World War II. 
Grade Level: (Grade level you would use for this activity: High school juniors and seniors.
Subject: (Subject the activity would be taught in). History ::of Motion Pictures
ApproximateTime Frame to complete activity:

Theme / Topic: Overt racism in Hollywood World War II movies and the economic impact of the relocation of Japanese-Americans by Executive Order 9066. How did the forced absence of Japanese-Americans cause Hollywood to use Chinese and Hispanics portray Japanese soldiers on film?
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

TITLE:  Oakland, Calif., Feb. 1942
CALL NUMBER:  LOT 1801 [item] [P&P]
  Check for an online group record (may link to related items) 
REPRODUCTION NUMBER:  LC-USZ62-17121 (b&w film copy neg.)
RIGHTS INFORMATION:  No known restrictions on publication.
MEDIUM:  1 photographic print.
CREATED/PUBLISHED:  1942 February.
Why were Japanese-Americans evicted from their homes and placed in relocation camps? When did this take place? What geographic section of the country was affected? 
TITLE:  Entrance to Manzanar, Manzanar Relocation Center / photograph by Ansel Adams.
SUMMARY:  Wooden sign at entrance to the Manzanar War Relocation Center with a car at the gatehouse in the background.
MEDIUM:  1 photographic print : gelatin silver.
1 negative : safety film.
CREATED/PUBLISHED:  [1943]

Where is Manzanar? How close is this to Hollywood? Is the camp on the coast, or in the interior of the state?

TITLE:  Japanese-American volunteers. 
CREATED/PUBLISHED
1943 Mar.

Why do you think Japanese-American young men would volunteer when their families are in relocation camps? Why not German-American or Italian-Americans in camps?
1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study for each source.
Background Information after a brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.)

The connection to my topic is that Hollywood openly embraced the idea of the “ dirty
Jap “ in their movies about the Pacific Theater. They were unable to use any real Japanese in the movies because they were either in the relocation camps or in the military. Necessity forced them to use either Chinese-Americans or Hispanic-American to play the roles of enemy military men.

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?

Why were Japanese-Americans forced to go to the camps? History is often tied to movie making, either overtly or covertly. World War II was a fertile ground for movie makers in the 1940’s through the mid 1960’s. What event / events of your lifetime have been portrayed in movies that influence your way of thinking?
2. What prior knowledge will students need to analyze the above sources, if any?

           The attack on Pearl Harbor that led to the American entrance into World War II.

3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

(You can print out and attach or reference existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

I would show two old Hollywood war movies, Back to Bataan and God is My Co-Pilot. The movies would be put on pause when the image of Richard Loo and Homer Biberman  comes on screen and then explain that Mr. Loo is Chinese-American  and Mr. Biberman is Native American.    

4. What questions will students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?

My goal is for them to view other old war movies to look for the inconsistencies in other movies of this period.
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources?

The assignment is to write a three to five paragraph paper about how a historical event has been made into a movie that tries to influence your way of thinking. Do you  think that this is a conscience effort by movie makers to change the way you think? Is this a modern form of subliminal suggestion? Use examples.
6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?

Since I teach History of Motion Pictures this activity is a good fit for my curriculum.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity?
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Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.
