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Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)
The students will learn how to use and apply the Pythagorean Theorem.  The students will also be introduced to the history of Pythagoras and the Pythagorean Theorem.
Background Information for Activity:

Students need to know and apply squares and square roots.
Objectives:

Students will analyze, discuss, and evaluate a page from Euclid Elements that has a proof of the Pythagorean Theorem.

Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Students analyze a well-known page from Euclid’s Elements.
State Standard/s:

9.C.4b
Resources or Materials needed:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/vatican/math.html
Mathematicians Are People, Too
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Pages:
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ISBN:
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Methods:
Modeling Activity:

1. Distribute the page from Euclid Elements to each student.

2. Go to Student Activity.

3. After Student Activity, further explain the Pythagorean Theorem. (include examples)

4. Read a story about Pythagoras from Mathematicians Are People, Too (Volume 1) 

Student Activity:

1. Have students analyze the diagram. (allow 2 minutes)

· What do you see on this page?

· How old is this document?

· What shapes do you see?

· In what language is the document written?

2. Have students share their thoughts and ideas.

· Foreign Language

· Triangles

· Squares

· Margins

· Age of paper

3. The illustration is a proof of a Pythagorean Theorem.

· Explain the Pythagorean Theorem

· Examples involving the Pythagorean Theorem

· Discuss Pythagorean Triples

Formal Assessment:

· Guided Practice

· Work from textbook

· Quiz

· Test (end of Chapter)
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