Learning Experience Guide


Title:  Political Cartoons
Grade level(s): 9th-10th
Time frame: Two class periods
Subject matter:  Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science Issues 

Teacher information
Name: Tammy Bridges 
School: Ramsey H.S.
City, State: Ramsey, IL
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)
Students will learn how to “decode” political cartoons and identify the various persuasive techniques used in political cartoons.  Students will also attempt to identify artist bias.
Background Information for Activity:

Political cartoons have been used for centuries to illustrate points, alert readers to critical issues, and/or persuade readers to a specific perspective.  Artists use symbolism, irony, exaggeration, labeling, and analogy to make their respective points. Subtle (or not so subtle) exaggeration of physical features is a hallmark of many political cartoons.
Objectives:
· Students will be able to identify the issue a political cartoon is about.  
· Students will infer the cartoonist’s opinion on the issue they’ve chosen to highlight.  
· Students will speculate about and/or develop other opinions about the highlighted issue.  

· Students will determine whether they find the cartoon persuasive, and explain why or why not.  

· Students will identify other techniques that the cartoonist might have used to make the cartoon more persuasive.

· Students find and bring in other political cartoons to explicate and share with their fellow students.  
What will the students do in order to gain understanding in relation to the rationale or understanding goal?  (compare and contrast, analyze, create…)
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Students will closely examine Library items to assist them in better understanding the key elements of a traditional political cartoon.  
· Students will also utilize the cartoon analysis learning activity to help them better understand the various aspects of a cartoon, as well as the impact that exaggeration for effect has on the reader. 
· Students will analyze cartoons from various eras to understand how each cartoons message and style represents its time period.
State Standard/s:

Illinois State Learning Standards 
1.A.5b  Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices.

1.B.4b  Analyze, interpret and compare a variety of texts for purpose, structure, content, detail and effect.

1.C.4b  Explain and justify an interpretation of a text.

1.C.4d  Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.
1.C.4e  Analyze how authors and illustrators use text and art to express and emphasize their ideas (e.g., imagery, multiple points of view).
Resources or Materials needed:
1. Library of Congress resources

“It’s No Laughing Matter - Analyzing Political Cartoons” http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/political_cartoon/index.html
Caroline and Erwin Swann Foundation for Caricature and Cartoon   Exhibitions and Online Presentations      http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/swann-exhibits.html                            
2.  Resources                                                                           Cartoons in the Classroom          
 http://nieonline.com/aaec/cftc.cfm
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. Please add examples and some details of what students are expected to understand, realize, or discover when analyzing the Library of Congress’ digital primary sources.

Student Activity:

1. Students will study the key elements of a traditional political cartoon

2. Students will also utilize the cartoon analysis learning activity to help them better understand the various aspects of a cartoon, as well as the impact that exaggeration for effect has on the reader. 
3. Students will analyze cartoons from various eras to understand how each cartoons message and style represents its time period.
4. Examples and some details of what students are expected to understand, realize, or discover when analyzing the Library of Congress’ digital primary sources.

	
Symbolism
	Cartoonists use simple objects, or symbols, to stand for larger concepts or ideas.

After you identify the symbols in a cartoon, think about what the cartoonist intends each symbol to stand for. 

	Exaggeration
	Sometimes cartoonists overdo, or exaggerate, the physical characteristics of people or things in order to make a point.

When you study a cartoon, look for any characteristics that seem overdone or overblown. (Facial characteristics and clothing are some of the most commonly exaggerated characteristics.) Then, try to decide what point the cartoonist was trying to make through exaggeration. 

	Labeling
	Cartoonists often label objects or people to make it clear exactly what they stand for. 

Watch out for the different labels that appear in a cartoon, and ask yourself why the cartoonist chose to label that particular person or object. Does the label make the meaning of the object more clear?

	Analogy
	An analogy is a comparison between two unlike things that share some characteristics. By comparing a complex issue or situation with a more familiar one, cartoonists can help their readers see it in a different light.

After you’ve studied a cartoon for a while, try to decide what the cartoon’s main analogy is. What two situations does the cartoon compare? Once you understand the main analogy, decide if this comparison makes the cartoonist’s point more clear to you. 

	Irony
	Irony is the difference between the ways things are and the way things should be, or the way things are expected to be. Cartoonists often use irony to express their opinion on an issue. 

When you look at a cartoon, see if you can find any irony in the situation the cartoon depicts. If you can, think about what point the irony might be intended to emphasize. Does the irony help the cartoonist express his or her opinion more effectively?


Once you’ve identified the persuasive techniques that the cartoonist used, ask yourself:

5. What issue is this political cartoon about? 

6. What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue? 

7. What other opinion can you imagine another person having on this issue? 

8. Did you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or why not? 

9. What other techniques could the cartoonist have used to make this cartoon more persuasive? 
Assessment:

· Students will be able to successfully answer the above questions.
· Students will be able to analyze a political cartoon, on their own, identifying key elements of political cartoons, as well as the cartoonist’s intended meaning.
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