Learning Experience Guide


Title:  The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Grade level(s):  11 - 12
Time frame: 2 – 3 days

Subject matter: Language Arts

Teacher information
Name: Laura Meier
School: Ramsey High School
City, State: Ramsey, Illinois
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)

Students will be able to analyze autobiographies for structure and content.

They will be able to identify bias in writing. 

Background Information for Activity:

A background information handout will be supplied about Ben Franklin along with any other works by friends, coworkers, etc. from the time period.
Students will also be given vocabulary relating to the text’s subject matter for better understanding.

Students will be given a structured framework common to most autobiographies.
Objectives:

Students will compare and contrast Ben Franklin’s account of events, etc. to that of other writers of the time period.  
The students will be able to identify any misconceptions brought about due to the autobiography.
Students will be able to identify structures of autobiographies.
Students will be able to create an autobiography.
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

· Library items give students the opportunity to closely examine different accounts of the same historical events and show students how perspective can distort truth.
State Standard/s:

www.isbe.net/ils
1.B.5a  Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience and make connections to related information.

1.B.5b  Analyze the defining characteristics and structures of a variety of complex literary genres and describe how genre affects the meaning and function of the texts.

1.B.5c  Evaluate a variety of compositions for purpose, structure, content and details for use in school or at work.

1.B.5d  Read age-appropriate material with fluency and accuracy.
3.A.5  Produce grammatically correct docu​ments using standard manuscript specifications for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Resources or Materials needed:
1.  Library of Congress. “Benjamin Franklin in His Own Words.” http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/franklin-printer.html
     2.  Franklin, Benjamin. The Private Life of the Late Benjamin Franklin.
     3.  Franklin, Benjamin. Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin.
Methods:

Modeling Activity:
1. First, I would supply a unique, biased autobiography of myself for laughs.  After asking students for their opinion as to if the account was true or not, I would discuss bias in autobiographies.
2. Students would realize that nonfiction can also be perspective.  Thus, it should be analyzed carefully. 
Student Activity:

1. Students will be separated into groups.  
2. Some students will be given the sections of works from coworkers, friends etc. as well as directed to the Library of Congress to research information.  Other students will be given sections of Ben Franklin’s work as well as directed to the Library of Congress.  
3. Students will compare and contrast their findings in group discussion.  

4. After discovering the importance of objectiveness, students will be set to using a structured handout to provide their own autobiography.
Formal Assessment:

· Student discussion shall be evaluated and taken as a check grade.
· Students will be graded on their written work.
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