Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Stephanie Schwappach

School Name: Highland Elementary, Highland, IL

Activity Title:  Advertising/Economics

Grade Level: 4th Grade

Subject: Social Studies

Approximate Time Frame to complete activity:

Theme / topic:  How does advertising affect the success of a product?

Primary Sources:

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/eaa.K0307/

There’s Cheer in the Pictures from Home
Collection:  Emergence of Advertising in America, 1850-1920
Year:  1918

Only show the picture part of the ad—not the words
Q1:  What do you think is going on in this picture?
Q2:  Do you get a warm, cool, or indifferent feeling when you look at it? Why?

Show the ad with the words
Q3:  What product is being advertised in this ad?
Q4:  Do you think this ad makes this product look like a good product to buy?  Why or why not?

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/eaa.K0423/pg.1/

Autographic Brownies
Collection:  Emergence of Advertising in America, 1850-1920
Year: 1923

Only show the picture part of the ad (words describing product with pic)
Q1:  What do you think about this picture?
Q2:  Do you get a warm, cool, or indifferent feeling when you look at it? Why

Show the ad with the words
Q3:  What product is being advertised in this ad?
Q4:  Do you think this ad makes this product look like a good product to buy?  Why or why not?


Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?

Why would you choose one product over the other product?

2. What prior knowledge will students need to analyze the above sources, if any?

Students will need to be able to make decisions based on their feelings.


3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

Teacher would ask questions about pictures to evoke emotions or feelings.

4. What questions will students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?

Students will want to see other ads to evaluate.


5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources.

Students will obtain an ad that appeals to his/her senses to share with class.  He/she will be required to analyze ad and tell why it is appealing.

6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?

4th Grade Social Studies requires the teaching of economics.  Each student will be selecting a product to “sell” in their own business.

7. What IL standards could be met by this activity?

15.B.2a  Identify factors that affect how consumers make their choices.  

Extensions
Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.

When students create their business, have him/her create an ad for his/her product.

