	SIUE TPS Activity Plan Template for Using Primary Sources


Author: Ruth Dwiggins
School Name: Alton Middle School
Suggested Activity Title: Help prevent pollution
Grade Level: First grade level
(Grade level you would use for this activity)

Subject: Science (ecology)
(Subject the activity would be taught in)

Estimated Time Frame to complete activity: one hour
Theme / topic: How does pollution affect us?
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:

1. Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.
2. List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study.
	1. Source Information: (Show this picture after the one in #2. Discuss #2 first.
Title: Stream pollution. City dump. Dubuque, Iowa.
Creator of Source: Vachon, John
Collection / Exhibit title: America from the Great Depression to World War II: Photographs from the FSA-OWI, 1935-1945

	Source 1- Questions for students: How did it get so dirty? Who did it? Why did they do it? Could that happen here? What can we do about it?

	2. Source Information: 
Title: Group of Young Boys sitting and fishing on the bank of Desplaines River in Desplaines, Illinois
Creator of Source: Chicago Daily News
Collection / Exhibit title: Photographs from the Chicago Daily News, 1902-1933

	Source 2- Questions for students:

How important is water to us? In what ways do we use water?

	3. Source Information:

Title

Creator of Source

Collection / Exhibit title

	Source 3- Questions for students:



Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.  If you are sharing your own information, no citation is needed.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence after investigating the 2-3 sources above?
How does pollution affect us?
2. What prior knowledge will students need before analyzing the above sources, if any?

The importance of the Mississippi River in our area
Water is essential for survival

For drinking, bathing, cooking, cleaning

Commerce

Recreation: swimming, fishing, boating

Esoteric – foster a love and respect for nature in general

3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

(You can print out, attach, reference, or link to existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

We would discuss the above after observing the image of the  river and its cleanliness.

We would compare/contrast the two photographs and discuss cause and effect.

We would stimulate critical thinking in order to think of ways to prevent/alleviate pollution.

4. What questions might students have after investigating all the sources to continue their research?

Hopefully, the students will ask what they can do to help prevent water pollution.

Hopefully they would be interested in discussing and expanding their role in accepting responsibility for preventing pollution in general.
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources you chose?
Students could draw a picture of themselves picking up trash so that it would not wind up in the river thereby polluting it. They could draw a picture of themselves doing anything to prevent or alleviate the problem.

Students would act out a skit depicting walking with a friend or family member who has decided to throw litter onto the ground after they had just committed to helping the environment. They would try to use persuasive speech to prevent it.

6. How would this activity fit into your existing curriculum? 
We study ecology and the environment around Earth Day every year.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity? (focus on depth not breadth)
www.isbe.net/ils
Science 11A –(Scientific inquiry); Science 12B – (Know and apply concepts that describe how living things interact with each other and their environment); Reading 2B (Read and interpret a variety of literary works)

Extension Activity
Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.

We could expand this to social studies so that students might see their responsibility in preventing pollution by being responsible personally (such as picking up trash; conserving water; etc.), but also by thinking about voting for environmental issues when they attain the age to do so, buying environmentally friendly cars, etc. 
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