Learning Experience Guide


Title: Slavery
Grade level(s): 4th grade
Time frame: (2 days, 45 minute class period)
Subject matter: (Social Studies) 

Teacher information
Name: S. Roberts
School: Ramsey Grade School 
City, State: Ramsey, Illinois
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: 
Students will learn the pros and cons of slavery in the United States. They will also develop a better understanding o f why slaves attempted to travel the Underground Railroad. 
Background Information for Activity:

Students will use their Social Studies text book to read a small introduction to slavery. Students will be shown several pictures depicting life on the plantation. The class will read several books on abolitionists. Several slave narratives will be played for the students to hear the perspective of slavery from African Americans.
Objectives:

Students will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of slavery. Students will discuss slavery from the view point of the masters and also the slaves. After this discussion, students will create a Venn diagram showing the impact that slavery had on the lives of the people who lived in both the north and the south at this time. Students will then discuss how they think our country would have been changed if slavery had not been introduced.

Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Library items  ”photos” and “narratives” give students the opportunity to closely examine life of the slaves who lived in the United States during the 1800’s.
OR

· Students analyze the impact slavery had upon our country.
State Standard/s:

16. A.2a, 16.A2b, 16.A.2c, 16.C.2c, 16.C.2d, 16.D.2c
Resources or Materials needed:
1. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mesn&fileName=161/mesn161.db&recNu
2. http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/i?pp/app:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3g04550)):di
3. The Illinois Adventure: Gibb Smith Publisher. Copyright 1999
4. Venn diagram worksheet.
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. Introduce class to the subject of Slavery. Ask what they know about the subject.
2. Read pages 110-112 in text book for background.

3. Pass around photos of slavery and have class discuss their impressions.

4. Listen to slave narratives.

5. Read and discuss AR books on abolitionists.

6. With class do Venn diagram.

Student Activity:

1. Students will discuss what they know about Slavery. These items will be listed on board.
2. Students will read pages 110-112 in text book. The Illinois Adventure.

3. Photos of slave life will be passed around the classroom. Students will discuss among themselves their impressions
4. Students will then listen to slave narratives.
5. AR books on abolitionists will be read and discussed.
6. As a class, students will create a Venn Diagram of life during slavery as viewed by whites and black.
7. Students will write a paragraph on whether they(as a slave) would attempt the Underground Railroad or continue to stay on the plantation.
Formal Assessment:

· Students will show learning through their writing and also the Venn diagram.
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