Learning Experience Guide


Title:  Immigrants at Ellis Island
Grade level(s): 2
Time frame: 2 days-30minutes each day
Subject matter: Social Studies and Language Arts
Teacher information
Name:  Penny Webb & Barb Kingery 
School:  Ramsey CUSD #204 
City, State:  Ramsey, IL
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal:  Students will gain an understanding of the importance of Ellis Island to the history of our country and its immigrants.  They will also observe how ferries were used in the transportation of the immigrants.  
Background Information for Activity:

Students will first read the story Riding the Ferry with Captain Cruz from their reading books.
Objectives:
After viewing a video clip and photographs of immigrants arriving at Ellis Island and reading excerpts from a related story (…If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island), students will gain an appreciation of the importance of Ellis Island to the history of our country and its immigrants.
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Library items give students the opportunity to see actual video clips and photographs of immigrants at Ellis Island.
State Standard/s:
Social Studies:  16.A.1a



       16.A.1b

Language Arts:  1.C.1b
                        3.C.1a
(www.isbe.net/ils)
Resources or Materials needed:
1. Early Motion Pictures, 1897-1920, Arrival of emigrants [i.e. immigrants], Ellis Island / American Mutoscope and Biograph Company.

2. Early Motion Pictures, 1897-1920, Emigrants [i.e. immigrants] landing at Ellis Island / Thomas A. Edison, Inc.

3.  Architecture and Interior Design,  Ellis Island ferry house, Ellis Island, New York. General approach view, from boat

4. Small-Town America: Stereoscopic Views from the Robert Dennis Collection, 1850-1920, Stereoscopic views of ferries, New York Harbor., NYPG91-F196 020F
5. Photographs from the Detroit Publishing Company, 1880-1920, [New York, N.Y., immigrants' landing, Ellis Island].
Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. Show students a photograph of Immigrants approaching the Statue of Liberty /New York Harbor on a ship.  Engage students in a discussion as to where the ship must be, what ocean is it on, where would the people be arriving from. 
2. Show students a video clip of Immigrants departing the ferry.  Engage students in a discussion as to why they would be coming to a new country and how they might be feeling.

3. Read excerpts from the book …If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island. Continue discussion as to the importance of Ellis Island to the history of our country and its immigrants.
.

Student Activity:

After observing photographs, video clips, and discussing excerpts from book, students will be asked to write a short personal narrative written from the perspective of a child arriving in America as an immigrant.  
Formal Assessment:
Students’ stories should exhibit some understanding of what the immigrants went through both physically and emotionally.  They should also demonstrate knowledge of the means of transportation that would have been used by the immigrants.  (ship, ferry)
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