Learning Experience Guide


Title:  Martin Luther King Jr. / Civil Rights Movement
Grade level(s): 3rd
Time frame: 3 days (45 min/day)
Subject matter: Social Studies, American History
Teacher information
Name: Cheryl Staff and Lisa Moreland

School: Ramsey Grade School
City, State: Ramsey, Illinois
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: (2-3 sentences)

The students will learn about what Martin Luther King Jr. stood for and why.  They will develop knowledge about how blacks and whites were treated differently during that time period.  They will understand the pain caused to many people because of this unfair treatment.
Background Information for Activity:


Students will be reminded who Martin Luther King Jr. is and why we celebrate his birthday.  Some students may have background knowledge and be able to participate prior to lesson.


Students will see pictures from that time period to see how “coloreds” and “whites” were segregated.  There will be discussion about what they notice in the pictures.
Objectives:


Students will compare and contrast how “coloreds” and “whites” were treated in the past and how they are treated today.  
Class will analyze what life was like during the Civil Rights Movement and how this must have felt for both the “colored” and “white” communities.  
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

Example:

· Library of Congress shows students pictures of that time period and how “coloreds” and “whites” were segregated in particular situations and places.  These pictures will be analyzed during class discussion.
· Teacher will have resources about Martin Luther King Jr.  For example, an article about Martin Luther King Jr. accepting the Nobel Peace Prize, and an article about how segregation in the schools was done away with.
State Standard/s:

(www.isbe.net/ils)
16.A.1a  Explain the difference between past, present and future time; place themselves in time.
16.A.1c  Describe how people in different times and places viewed the world in different ways.

16.B.1b (US)  Explain why individuals, groups, issues and events are celebrated with local, state or national holidays or days of recognition (e.g., Lincoln’s Birthday, Martin Luther King’s Birthday, Pulaski Day, Fourth of July, Memorial Day, Labor Day, Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving.
Extensions:
This site has a few different speeches by Mr. King and about Mr. King.
http://www.history.com/media.do?action=clip&id=mlk_i_have_a_dream
This is the actual “I Have a Dream” speech given by Mr. King. http://www.phoenixrealestateguy.com/martin-luther-king-i-have-a-dream-audio/688
Resources or Materials needed:
1. Words and Deeds in American History: Selected Documents Celebrating the Manuscript Division's First 100 Years , Letter, Martin Luther King, Jr., to A. Philip Randolph concerning King's Nobel Peace Prize, 2 November 1964.
2. Words and Deeds in American History: Selected Documents Celebrating the Manuscript Division's First 100 Years , Felix Frankfurter's draft decree to enforce the Brown v. Board of Education decision, [8 April 1955].
3. http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/085_disc.html
-"A street scene near the bus station."
-" A rest stop for Greyhound bus passengers on the way from Louisville, Kentucky to Nashville, Tennessee, with separate accommodations for colored passengers." [Sign: "Colored Dining Room in Rear." ]
-"A cafe near the tobacco market." [Signs: Separate doors for "White" and for “Colored."]

-"A drinking fountain on the county courthouse lawn." [Sign: "Colored."]

   4. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/i?pp/ils:@field(NUMBER%2B@band(cph%2B3c16776)):displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3c16776

-Martin Luther King Jr., three head-and-shoulders portraits, facing left

Methods:
Modeling Activity:
1. Students will see from the LOC pictures examples of the different treatments from that time period.  They will then be able to put themselves in a similar situation to understand the emotions felt by those during this time.
Student Activity:

1. Teacher will put students in role play situations to show different treatment of those with various eye color/hair color, etc.  Teacher will explain that students are equal, regardless of eye or hair color just as races are equal.
Formal Assessment:

· Teacher will evaluate student learning through class discussion.
· Students will be evaluated through the student activity.
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