Activity Plan Using Primary Sources

Author: Gallagher Gettysburg
School Name:  Harris Elementary
Activity Title:  Battle Hymn of the Republic
Grade Level: (Grade level you would use for this activity)  3rd
Subject: (Subject the activity would be taught.) music/social studies
Approximate Time Frame to complete activity:

Theme / topic:  Gettysburg Address/Battle Hymn of the Republic
Choose 2 to 3 primary sources. Add the following information for each source:
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     1.  Title, creator, and collection / exhibit title of each item.

America Singing: Nineteenth-Century Song Sheets
The fright of old Virginia. Being a condensed account of the Harper's Ferry Insurrection, October 16th, 1859. 
"We'll Sing to Abe Our Song!": Sheet Music about Lincoln, Emancipation, and the Civil War from the Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana
Brave McClellan is our leader now, or, Glory hallelujah / words by Mrs. M.A. Kidder ; also the famous John Brown's song ; arranged for the piano by Augustus Cull
2.  List questions with each source that would drive students’ inquiry into the topic / theme under study for each source.
Who was John Brown?  In what town and state did he live?  What did he fight against?  What happened to him?
What has happened to John Brown in this song?  Where is he?  What does the phrase, “His soul is marching on mean?”  Who was Jeff Davis?  Why are they cheering for the Union?

Background Information after brief research of topic/theme and/or primary sources:

(Please include any citations or references when needed to show professional courtesy.)

Developing the Activity:

1. What would be the one essential question that students could answer using supporting evidence from the 2-3 sources above?  Who was John Brown and why was he an important person during the Civil war?
2. What prior knowledge will students need to analyze the above sources, if any?  Knowledge of slavery and the Civil War.
3. How would you assist students in analyzing the historical source you have chosen?  

(You can print out and attach or reference existing analysis activities/tools/handouts or create your own.)

(see attached)  I would read excerpts from “The Fright of Old Virginia,” and sing selected verses of “John Brown’s Song.”  After each one, I would ask the questions listed above.
4. What questions will students have after investigating these sources to continue their research?   Why did slavery exist?  What was the outcome of the war?  Where there other people involved in the fight against slavery during the Civil War era? 
5. Offer an example assessment/assignment/project that would allow students to create, perform, illustrate, or share their understanding of a topic/theme after investigating the sources?  Perform an edited version of the song on a Black History Month Program.  Have students create a picture or painting of the battle at Harper’s Ferry.
6. How would this activity fit into your curriculum?  It would build upon prior knowledge of the “Follow the Drinking Gourd” Unit.  This song contained the ‘secret’ directions for traveling north to freedom.
7. What IL standards could be met by this activity?

www.isbe.net/ils  State Goal 27:  Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present.  271B  Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society and everyday life.
Extensions

Optional:  Identify any other activities that would 1) extend the current activity within the same subject or 2) extend its connection within other content areas.  Relate how this song’s impact connects to a current song such as “Yes, We Can!”  
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