Learning Experience Guide


Title: Firefighters and Fire Equipment
Grade level(s): Kindergarten
Time frame: 1 day 30 minutes 
Subject matter: Social Studies, American History 

Teacher information
Name: Chrissy Childers and Christy Probst
School: Ramsey CUSD#204
City, State: Ramsey, Illinois
AAM/TPS Consortium:  SIUE 

Lesson plan Rationale or Understanding Goal: The students will analyze pictures of early American firefighters and their equipment and compare/contrast the similarities and differences of American firefighters and their equipment they use today and in our community.
Background Information for Activity:

Discuss knowledge of today’s firefighters and their equipment and how it is used.
Objectives:

· View pictures of early American firefighters and their equipment
· Analyze and interpret images of firefighters and their equipment

· Compare/Contrast similarities and differences of modern day firefighters/equipment and early American firefighters/equipment
Purpose of Library of Congress Resource:

· The Primary sources help the students visit and build background knowledge on the early American fire fighters and their equipment.
State Standard/s:


*5.A.EC  

*5.B.EC


*1.A.EC
Resources or Materials needed:
· History of the American West, 1860-1920: Photographs from the Collection of the Denver Public Library Fire Department, Longmont, Colo. Created/Published 1919 January 2.
· History of the American West, 1860-1920: Photographs from the Collection of the Denver Public Library Fire Department, Longmont, Colo. Created/Published [1908?].
· History of the American West, 1860-1920: Photographs from the Collection of the Denver Public Library Fire Department/photo by Harry M. Rhoads. Created/Published [between 1920 and 1930?]
· American Mutoscope & Biograph Co. Movie Clip Cleveland Fire Department Copyrighted June 17, 1902
Books:

Fire! Fire! Hurry! Hurry! By Andrea Zimmerman

Firefighters A-Z By Chris L. Demarest

Fire! Fire! By Gail Gibbons

A Day with Firefighters ( Welcome Books) by Jan Kottke

Songs:

Early Years CD: Pre-k through Kindergarten Concepts

Track-The Firefighters by Ron brown
Methods:
1. Using the Document Projector, Go to www.loc.gov on the laptop to show the live video of the Cleveland Fire Dept in 1902. Open discussion about what they saw in the video?  Would they See that today? What would be different? The same?
2. Using the Document Projector, students will look at a picture of a horse drawn fire engine without any discussion prior of what they are looking at.  The students will discuss details of the picture.  Discuss and share details and facts discovered in the picture. Encourage students to discuss what they think the picture is.  Teacher will chart a KWL graphic organizer.
3. Using the Document Projector, students will look at picture of the inside of the Longmont Fire Dept.  Share observations of what they see inside of the fire house and what kind of equipment the firefighters used then.
4. Using the Document Projector, students will observe how the fire truck is pulled in the photo by Harry M. Rhoads (pulled by men)
5. When our community Fire engine arrives we will take the students on a tour of a modern day fire engine and the equipment that our modern day firefighters use.  The volunteer fireman will give a presentation of their personal fire protection equipment/dress and how and why it is used. 
Formal Assessment:
· Teacher observation and student participation
· Finish the KWL graphic organizer
· Students will draw pictures of past and present firefighters/equipment and chart their pictures on a wall mural of past and present in the hall.
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