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ABSTRACT: The abstract is a brief, comprehensive summary of the content of the proposal in about 150 words in
plain language. Reviewers receive their first impression from this abstract. The information needs to be concise,
well organized, self contained, and understandable to persons outside your academic discipline.

The nature of this project is historical research. This study will examine primary sources in translation and
secondary sources. In addition, travel in Egypt (January 2002), will allow for examination of non-textual primary
sources. It will ultimately result in an academic paper (approximately 40 pages) that will be presented in a
condensed form at the annual Phi Alpha Theta Southeastern Illinois Regional Conference for undergraduate and
graduate students and will serve as my senior assignment. This interdisciplinary study will examine the love poetry
of Ancient Egypt and compare it with that of Mesopotamia, and the Song of Solomon (from the Old Testament). It
will seek to produce a literary critique of the selected ancient texts and will aim to place these texts within their
historical and cultural background by considering the following questions: What common threads link the love
poetry between these three cultures? Is there a connection between the extensive diplomatic and economic contact
between Mesopotamia and Egypt during the New Kingdom (the height of the Egyptian Empire in the ancient Near
East, ca. 1600-1100 B.C.E.) and the appearance of love poetry in Egypt at that time? Also, in order to further
evaluate the cultural context of these ancient literary achievements, the representations of women and sexuality—
particularly those of ancient Egypt--will be explored. This is an interdisciplinary study in that it fits into the areas of
comparative ancient history, literary criticism, art history, and women’s studies. It also explores some of the roots
of the Judeo-Christian tradition.
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I am able, willing, and committed to providing the necessary facilities and to take the time to mentor this student
during this project. I verify that this student is capable of undertaking this proposed project.
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