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Teaching with Oral Histories to Explore Multiple Points of View of an Event  
 
Event/Theme:  September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks on the United 
States of America 
Grade Levels:  4th – 5th  

 

*Created by Cheryl Best, 5
th

 Grade Teacher at Wolf Ridge School, Bunker Hill 

School District in Bunker Hill, Illinois, best@bhschools.org.  

 

Common Core State Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.6 
Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe 
the differences in focus and the information provided. 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.6 
Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they represent. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7 
Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.7 
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 
 
Materials Used 
Three different colors of paper to record words and phrases   
Computer, projector OR copy of sources for the students to view and listen at stations 
Art material for students to create posters, poems or songs 
 
 
Procedure 

1. Share a newspaper reporting out about September 11th, 2001 and ask students to share 
what they know about the September 11th terrorist attacks.  Make a “brainstorming 
web” using the students’ answers while recording questions as they arise on the side of 
the web. *Be sure to note when students’ information comes from the newspaper 
verses their own memory or knowledge when recording onto the web. 

2. Discuss the purpose of the newspaper (to inform the people).   
3. Transition students into small groups for a listening exercise. 
4. Students will listen to 3 oral histories recorded approximately one to two months after 

the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack.  Share the purpose of the recordings:  The 
recordings were collected by the Library of Congress to “document the immediate 
reactions of average Americans” (Today in History for September 11, 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/sep11.html). 

mailto:best@bhschools.org
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/6/
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5. Prepare students to listen to the recording.  Each recording will be assigned a color.  
Students should have 3 corresponding colors of paper to record their observations and 
reflections. 

6. Ask students to listen for words and phrases that shares the narrator’s reactions to the 
9/11 terrorist attacks.   

7. After all three recordings, allow students in small groups to share a word or phrase they 
felt was important in learning about people’s reactions to 9/11.  Illicit some responses. 

8. In small groups have students come up with a summary of what they believe that 
person shared giving evidence with words and phrases used by the narrator.   

9. Whole group or small group:  How were the reactions different and alike?     

 Whole group:  Pull out examples of differences and similarities to help student 
to identify varying points of view and perspectives.  Possibly discuss ethnicity, 
location and distance from event, age, gender, etc.  What type of reactions have 
we not heard?  Whose point of view or perspective are we missing? 

10. Going back to the brainstorming web: 
What do you know about 9/11 after viewing and listening to these primary sources?  
Add responses to the web. (Facts from newspapers and people’s reactions from oral 
histories.) 
 

Evaluation 
Using the information from the brainstorming web and the words/phrases sheets, have 
students create a poster, poem or a song that shares Americans’ reaction to September 11th 
terrorists attack.  
 
Extensions 

 Chart out other strategies that create stereotypes.  

 Discuss the power media can shape public opinion. 

 Look at advertisements and how it shapes consumer thoughts and actions. 

 Interview someone from your family about their responds to attacks of 9-11. 

 Listen to Ran Kong’s interview in detail. What kinds of changes occurred in her life? Use 
as a tool teaching perspective. Compare her interview with another to compare and 
contrast each perspective. 

 
Vocabulary 
Terrorist is a person, usually a member of a group, who uses or advocates terrorism.  Also 
known as a person who terrorizes or frightens others. 
Stereotype an oversimplified standardized image or idea held by one person or group of another 
Media is a way to communicate 
Medium is a way of conveying ideas or information 
Primary Source is a document, recording, artifact, or other source of information that was 
created at the time under study, usually by a source with direct personal knowledge of the 
events being described 
 

  

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/afc911bib:@filreq(@field(TITLE+@od1(Interview+with+Amanda+Mummery,+New+York,+New+York,+October+26,+2001))+@field(RESOURCETYPE+@od1(sound_recording)))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/afc911bib:@filreq(@field(TITLE+@od1(Interview+with+Amanda+Mummery,+New+York,+New+York,+October+26,+2001))+@field(RESOURCETYPE+@od1(sound_recording)))
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Resources Used: 
 
"America's Bloodiest Day," Honolulu Advertiser (Honolulu, Hawaii) September 12, 2001. 
Witness and Response: September 11 Acquisitions at the Library of Congress Courtesy of 
Honolulu Advertiser. Serial and Government Publications Division (6) 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/911-serial.html  
 
Title: Interview with Amanda Mummery, New York, New York, October 26, 2001  
Collection: September 11, 2001, Documentary Project from the Library of Congress 
Summary:  
Amanda Mummery, a 5th grader, was told about the September 11 attacks while attending a 
school assembly. She recalls being afraid. She talks about the school day and watching the news 
on television when she went home. Amanda believes that things are improving and people have 
to move on, however, she is having a tough time doing that.  
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc2001015.sr250a01  
 
Interview with Ran Kong, Greensboro, North Carolina, October 14, 2001 September 11, 2001 
Collection: September 11, 2001, Documentary Project from the Library of Congress  
Summary:   
Ran Kong was at college when she heard that the World Trade Center had been bombed. She 
followed the news on the Internet and the television. She was mistaken for an Arab (she is 
Cambodian). Ms. Kong describes her interactions with her family and others and talks about 
turning to religion for protection. She thinks that the United States should examine its treatment 
of other countries and not react in anger. 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc2001015.sr320a01  

 

Interview with Tyler Hautau, Naples, Italy, November 19, 2001 (part 1 of 2) 

Interview with Tyler Hautau, Naples, Italy, November 19, 2001 (part 2 of 2) 
Collection: September 11, 2001, Documentary Project from the Library of Congress 
Summary:  Part I- Tyler Hautau was at football practice when he learned about the attack on the 
Pentagon. He thought of Pearl Harbor and World War III. He was relieved when his parents 
explained that it wasn't another nation that attacked America.  Part 2- Tyler Hautau talks about 
his future goals, returning to America, traveling, parental worries, changes in America, and Italy.   
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc2001015.mv41s1 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc2001015.mv41s2  
 

 
Resource for extension activities: 
 
Additional primary sources in various formats about 9/11 can be found at: 

Witness and Response: September 11 Acquisitions at the Library of Congress  
 Features the collections that the Library amassed during the year following the attacks of 
September 11, 2001. The exhibit is the story of how the materials arrived and how they reflect 
what America experienced in the aftermath of the attacks.  
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/  
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