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Promoting Student Questioning and Inquiry through Utilization of “ThingLink” 

Application 

 

Theme: Teddy’s Sailing towards the Canal 

Topic: Building of the Panama Canal 

*Created by Jean Heil, Principal at St. Ambrose School in Godfrey, IL, 

jheil@stambrosegodfrey.org  

 

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 
the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 
print and digital texts. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
 
Illinois Learning Standards  
 
SS.IS.1.6-8 
Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic. 
 
SS.IS.2.6-8 
Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research. 
 
SS.IS.3.6-8 
Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a research plan. 

 
Materials 

 iPads or laptops that can access ThingLink via the app or through the Internet  

 ThingLink is an online tool that lets you and your students create and view multi-layered photographs. 
Upload an image and embed documents, links, videos, audios, and other photos, writing prompts, etc. 
on top of that first image. Share the link to that image. Users can then interact with the image with 
access to the documents, links, videos, audios, other photos, writing prompts, etc. on their device.  
 

Procedure 
1. Students will need to have an introduction to the Panama Canal and some background knowledge of 

how/why the canal was built. 
2. Ask students to go to the following link: https://www.thinglink.com/scene/771742482512740354  
3. Students individually work through A – E (including #1-4) answering questions, making connections, 

responding, observing and then filling out a digital primary source analysis tool.  
4. Students will use the knowledge they obtain from these sources to ask more questions. 
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5. As the students complete the ThingLink , they will continue to answer and ask any new questions. 
6. Discussion:  How did the primary sources help you understand the topic?  And, how did the topic help 

you understand the primary sources? 
7. What points of view are reflected in the videos and in the primary sources? 

 
Assessment 
The students will complete each part of the ThingLink and email their work to the teacher.  
 
Primary Sources used in the ThingLink lesson 

 
Additional Resources: 
“Ways to Use Thinglink in the Classroom” PDF 
http://mrsgage.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/5/5/11556360/ways_to_use_thinglink_in_the_classroom.pdf   
 
“Thinglink Tutorial” PDF  
http://www.burgettstown.k12.pa.us/cms/lib05/PA01000191/Centricity/Domain/66/ThingLink.pdf  

  
Harris & Ewing, photographer. (1913) PANAMA CANAL. [Image] 
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 
https://www.loc.gov/item/hec2008002211/. 
 

  

 
(1904) A Crown He Is Entitled to Wear. June 4. [Image] Retrieved from 

the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002697705/. 

 

VIDEO: The Building of 

the Panama Canal 

 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=ETgK3BkRm6A  

 

 

 (1895) [Maps of proposed Panama Canal between Gorgona and 

Panama City]. [Panama?: s.n., ?] [Map] Retrieved from the Library of 

Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/93680805/. 

  

(ca. 1913) [Panama Canal construction]. [Image] Retrieved from the 

Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2006680089/. 

 

VIDEO: T. Roosevelt 

speaks on Liberty 

 

 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=HYn5FJnvrZk  
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