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Letter from Director 
Dear Friends, 

I can hardly believe summer is upon us and we have closed another academic year 

here at SIUE. 

We are currently in the application process for fall 2010.  This year we have allowed 

students to go online and create a profile that looks very similar to Facebook.  The 

purpose of this online network is so roommates can select their fall roommate using 

technology that they are familiar with.  We have always known that the key to 

success for our residential students is a good roommate relationship.  Research has 

shown that this process will enhance roommate satisfaction, thus increasing the 

success for our residential students graduating. 

Many of you have been in contact with Sheila Coressel as she developed The Prowler 

to keep in contact with all of our housing alumni staff and leaders.  This will be 

Sheila’s last Prowler as she will return to the classroom to pursue her PhD at 

Michigan State University.  We wish Sheila well and I know she looks forward to 

receiving The Prowler in the future.  Kyle Lineback will be stepping into Sheila’s 

current position and will continue to find ways to connect with you. 

Have a great summer! 

Sincerely, 

Michael Schultz 

Director of University Housing  

The Prowler Goes Electronic 
The January issue of The Prowler was the last paper-copy of the newsletter.  From 

now on, it will be electronic and found on the University Housing website.  We hope 

you are enjoying the two versions:  eProwler and The Prowler.  The eProwler 

contains snippets of information while The Prowler provides articles on the 

happenings of University Housing!  For back issues, contact Kyle Lineback, Assistant 

Director of Residence Life for Training and Development, as klineba@siue.edu. 
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End of the Year Recognition 
On Friday, April 23, 2010, University Housing held its annual End of the Year Recognition Event.  We are proud of all 

of the accomplishments of our student leaders.  Here is the list of awards given: 

Individual Awards 

Director’s Outstanding Service Award ................................................. John Curry (Bluff Hall) 

Residence Hall Resident Assistant ............................................. Andrea Poindexter (Bluff Hall) 

Cougar Village Resident Assistant ...................................... Melissa Korns (Cougar Village, 400s) 

Residence Hall Desk Manager ................................................ Breanna Closen (Evergreen Hall) 

Cougar Village Desk Manager ................................................ Pamela Dilberto (Cougar Village) 

Student Employee .......................................................... Jessica Kowalski (Central Housing) 

Area Council Member ................................................................ Darcy Phillips (Prairie Hall) 

RHA Representative .............................................................. Karis Kording (Cougar Village) 

Program Awards 

Social Justice Program: ........................................... Step Forward, Step Back (Prairie Hall RAs) 

Academic Success Program ..................................... Night Under the Stars (Evergreen Hall RAs) 

Interpersonal/Intrapersonal Competence ....................... True Colors with a Twist (Bluff Hall RAs) 

Wellness/Alcohol Program ............................. It’s Never too Late to Celebrate (Prairie Hall RAs) 

Safety/Civility: .................................................. Facebook Creeping 101 (Woodland Hall RAs) 

Civic Engagement ................................................................. Habitat House (Bluff Hall RAs) 

Social Program .................................................................. Dodge Ball (Woodland Hall RAs) 

Passive Program ............................... Drunk Driving is Nothing to Snicker At (Cougar Village DMs) 

What’s New at the e! 
There has been a lot happening at SIUE.  Just looking around the campus you will see construction, new sidewalks, 

trees being planted almost on a daily basis, and much more.  As our enrollment grows, so does the campus and 

University Housing.  We hope that you have been visiting SIUE website:  www.siue.edu to stay current with our news, 

but just in case, here are some of the headlines from this year. 

Science Building 

When you come on campus you will find that Lot E is significantly smaller.  The reason is the construction of the new 

Science Building.  The goal is for the new Science Building to open in November 2011.  According to SIUE Provost Paul 

Ferguson, ―this timely construction of the SIUE Science Building will provide essential classrooms, laboratories and 

equipment to support the contemporary research of our basic sciences faculty and students, as well as to provide 

state-of-the-art learning environments for the many students in our rapidly growing science and health science 

programs. This facility will greatly further our commitment to increasing the number of health care professionals in 

response to significant manpower shortages and will enhance the national recognition of academic excellence at 

SIUE,‖ Ferguson said. 

2010 Senior Standouts 

In April 2009, the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs created an award to recognize seniors who not only 

excelled academically (minimum 3.75 cumulative GPA) but also outside of the classroom.  This year, University 

Housing is honored to have 3 of the 18 students as members of its community:  Breanna Closen (Residence Housing 

Association, National Residence Hall Honorary, and Evergreen Desk Manager); Emily Kreke (Residence Housing 

Association and National Residence Hall Honorary); and Shane Stephens (Prairie Hall Resident Assistant and National 

Residence Hall Honorary).  Congratulations, ladies! 

http://www.siue.edu/studentaffairs/Senior_Standouts.shtml
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John started his University Housing experience by serving as one of the Bluff Hall RHA Representatives during the 2007

-2008 academic year.  During that year, John was seen at every event assisting with set-up and tear down and simply 

enjoying himself.  Because of this dedication John was honored as the Outstanding Council Member of the Year. 

In Spring 2008, John was elected as one of the Vice Presidents for 

Programming and Special Events Planning for the Residence Housing 

Association (RHA).  During his time, RHA successfully executed the fourth 

annual Homecoming Dance and Secrets Don’t Make Friends program.  Again, 

John brought a breath of fresh air to the organization and kept an upbeat 

attitude. 

John recently finished his fifth semester as a Resident Assistant in Bluff Hall.  

As an RA, John successfully executed a number of programs for his residents 

and for the Bluff Hall community.  Many of these programs involved giving 

back to the community.  In the Spring, John facilitated a program that 

encouraged residents to build model houses in support of Habitat for 

Humanity.  This program was such a hit that it received the Civic 

Engagement Program of the Year award! 

In Spring 2009, John was inducted into the Red Storm Chapter of the National Residence Hall Honorary (NRHH).  As a 

member, John was elected as the 2009-2010 Vice President and his main responsibility was coordinating the Of-The-

Month (OTM) process.  Under John’s leadership, SIUE’s OTM submissions increased from 17 in 2008-2009 to 82 in 2009-

2010!!!  That is an increase of 482%!  John also developed a recognition program for nominators and campus winners.  

The Red Storm Chapter of NRHH has grown by leaps and bounds because of John’s dedication and energy! 

In addition to his involvement with University Housing, John has been actively involved in the Catholic Newman 

Student Union.  Through his involvement with CNSU, John as served as the liturgical director and pianist for masses 

and treasurer for the organization.  He as also led spiritual retreats for SIUE students. 

Through all of this, John as maintained an excellent GPA and has been on the Dean’s List for two semesters.  John is 

now finishing his senior year and will be pursuing his doctorate of medicine in the coming years.  University Housing is 

grateful for John’s commitment and service. 

John Curry, Director’s Outstanding Service Award 
Submitted by Sheila Coressel, Assistant Director of Residence Life 
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Focused Interest Communities, commonly known as FICs, are one of many sources of pride for University Housing.  In 

the past few years these clusters of students who choose to live together based on a major or common interest have 

grown within the residence halls.  Residents have the option to live in communities based on majors in Education, 

Nursing, Business, Engineering, Arts & Sciences and Health Sciences.  Additionally University Housing has created 

communities for students who are interested in exploring majors available at SIUE, becoming a leader or 

sustainability.  In order to further learning opportunities some of these communities have linked courses that students 

take in conjunction with their fellow FIC residents.  Historically FICs have been offered to incoming first-year students 

and now University Housing has expanded to offer FICs for upperclass residential population. 

In the fall of 2009 University Housing offered the chance to create FICs to the campus at large.   Multiple proposals 

were submitted and two were selected for the 2010-2011 school year.  Building 529 in Cougar Village is being 

completely rebuilt and will be ready by Fall 2010 to house the new communities.  Students who applied for the new 

FICs will not only get to live in a brand new FIC, but will also be the first cohort of students to live in the newest 

residential facility on campus! 

So what ARE these two new communities?!? 

University Housing is proud to announce that Cougar Enterprises will be one of our new FIC communities.  Kristine 

Jarden, the Director of the Entrepreneurship Center collaborated with students in the Collegiate Entrepreneurs 

Organization (CEO) to bring forth this community.  Residents of this community will work toward building the business 

of their dreams.  The partnership with the Entrepreneurship Center and the possibility of a grant funding will provide 

students with legal and business council as they explore ways to building their business. 

The Office of International Programs, led by Dr. Ron Schaefer, is leading the efforts for the other new FIC on campus- 

the International House.  This community is designed for students who have an interest in international cultures and 

for those who want to further develop language fluency.  Residents living in this community may share cultural 

dialogue and experiences by living with international students as well as native SIUE students who share their 

interests.  These students will be able to immerse themselves in learning about other societies without taking a step 

off of the SIUE campus. 

As we gear up for the new school year there will be a plethora of hands-on opportunities for residents to start 

developing the skills they need for their future careers.  Stay tuned for updates on what these communities achieve in 

the upcoming year! 

Upperclass Options in Cougar Village 
Submitted by Vicky Dean, Assistant Director of Residence Life 

When schools is out for the summer, parents are often left wondering how best to engage their kids.  Every summer, 

the University Housing Family Resource Center, popularly known as the FRC, hosts a summer program for the children 

of Family Housing residents.  The summer program is designed to combine fun and educational activities to aid the 

development of the children of Family Housing.  The summer program is also particularly beneficial to parents of the 

FRC children who are enrolled in summer classes because it provides them with time to get school work done with 

limited distractions. 

The FRC summer program is a flexible program that allows families to choose when they want to participate in our 

fun-filled schedule, be it a week, two weeks, or the entire jolly ride (June 1—July 15)!  The children are supervised by 

a group of highly trained student staff members majoring in varying child related fields.  The 2010 FRC summer 

program provides many different activities for the children during the hours of 1-5pm, Monday-Thursday.  These 

activities include:  swimming at the outdoor pool, bowling at Cougar Lanes, movies at Showplace, cooking classes, 

dodge ball, rock climbing, the City Museum, and much more!  

FRC Summer Program 
Submitted by Chinomso Ibe, Assistant Community Director for Family Resource Center. 
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As some of you may know last August 

was a challenging time for Cougar 

Village.  In the early morning hours 

on August 17th Building 529 was lost 

to a fire caused by a lightning strike.  

The fire was unexpected, but out of 

this unexpected event great things 

have developed. 

This fall will bring the re-opening of 

Cougar Village 529:  Rising from the Ashes 
Submitted by Rex Jackson, Community Director, Cougar Village, 500s 

In May 2010, the Cougar Village Family Housing community 

collaborated with Mission St. Louis to develop a Community 

Garden.  Located on the 400 side of Cougar Village, Family 

Housing residents along with Cougar Village Resident 

Assistants, Mission St. Louis volunteers, and University Housing 

professional staff members, joined together for a day of 

planting.  As the semester goes on, Family Housing residents 

will have the opportunity to harvest pumpkins, peppers, green 

beans, spinach, and other produce.  

The Community Garden was established to build community 

amongst Family Housing residents, educate residents and 

children about sustainability, promote healthy lifestyles, and 

teach residents how to garden and grow their own food.  The 

goal is to make the Community Garden a permanent part of 

the Family Housing community. 

Cougar Village’s Own Garden 
Submitted by Bobbie Cole, Community Director for Cougar Village, 400 side 

Building 529.  University Housing 

rebuilt the building from the ground up 

and while it resembles the other 

apartment buildings on the 500 side of 

Cougar Village, it houses some unique 

differences.  This new building will 

become the home to two brand new 

Focused Interest Communities (FICS): 

Cougar Enterprises and International 

House (I-House). 

One other additional difference to 529 

is that it will house seven apartments, 

instead of the usual eight, and that 

extra space will be utilized as a 

classroom and study lounge for 

residents in Cougar Enterprises and I-

House.  We are fortunate to have 

strong collaboration across University 

Housing with the rest of the SIUE 

Community so that these two new 

FICs can be brought online and add to 

the rich traditions that already exist 

in Cougar Village.  
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New Additions to the University Housing Staff 
As we are preparing for the 2010-2011 academic year, we would like to welcome the following individuals to the 

University Housing Staff: 

Kyle Lineback (Assistant Director of Residence Life for Training & Development):  Kyle recently served as the 

Community Director for Woodland Hall for the past three years.  On July 1, 2010, she officially started her new role as 

the Assistant Director of Residence Life for Training & Development.  Kyle earned her Master’s degree in Student 

Affairs Administration in Higher Education from Ball State University. 

Jamie Matthews (Community Director for Woodland Hall):  Jamie recently earned her Master’s degree in Student 

Affairs in Higher Education from Miami University in Ohio. 

Nate Pauley (Community Director for Evergreen Hall):  Nate recently earned his Master’s degree in College Student 

Affairs from Eastern Illinois University. 

Debra Simmerman (Assistant Community Director for Bluff Hall):  Debra was accepted into the Masters of Public 

Administration program and earned her BS in Psychology at University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  

Dr. McKenzie Ferguson is one of our newest Faculty Fellows.  She joined the program, co-sponsored by University 

Housing and the Office of the Provost, at the start of the 2009-2010 academic year. The Faculty Fellows program was 

seeks to bring together students and faculty members in the residential setting in order to increase communication 

and understanding of each other.  Faculty members who volunteer with the program open their doors as a mentor to 

residential students, attending housing programs and frequently sponsoring events within 

University Housing to share their personal and professional passions. 

During her first year, Dr. Ferguson has shown commitment to her role as a Faculty Fellow.  

As a professor in the School of Pharmacy, she worked directly with the Health Professionals 

Focused Interest Community.  In just two semesters she helped students paint pumpkins, 

gave tours of the School of Pharmacy to prospective residential students and also presented 

tips for admission to the School of Pharmacy.  When asked, McKenzie told us that she 

decided to volunteer as a Faculty Fellow to get more involved directly with potential 

pharmacy students and the SIUE community as well as to be a resource for students. 

Dr. McKenzie Ferguson is an Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice, and practices in the 

Drug Information and Wellness Center.  Dr. Ferguson received her B.A. from Carthage 

College in Kenosha, Wisconsin and then completed her doctor of pharmacy degree from St. 

Louis College of Pharmacy.  She completed a pharmacy practice residency at SSM St. Mary’s Health Center.  Dr. 

Ferguson became a board certified pharmacotherapy specialist in 2008.  She will be teaching in the Statistics and 

Literature Evaluation and Drug Information classes during fall and spring semesters.  Her research interests include 

advancement of health literacy and patient safety and professional leadership development for students, residents 

and preceptors. 

 

Faculty Fellows Spotlight:  Dr. McKenzie Ferguson 
Submitted by Vicky Dean, Assistant Director of Residence Life 

http://www.siue.edu/pharmacy/about/practice/mckenzie_ferguson.shtml
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Student & Staff Updates 
We want to share your news with our staff and student alumni!  Please send your updates to klineba@siue.edu and 

they will be included in the next Prowler or eProwler.  Here are the recent updates: 

Julie Wright, 1999-2004, Graduate Assistant and Hall Director for Bluff Hall, and her husband are expecting their 

second child in November. 

Matt Crouse, 2004-2007, Hall Director for Bluff Hall, recently started his new position as Area Coordinator at 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  Miami University in Ohio was Matt’s home for the past 2 1/2 years. 

Emery Jordan, 2004-2007, Hall Director for Woodland Hall, recently accepted a new position as Assistant Director 

of Residence Life at Southern Illinois University Carbondale.  Indiana University was Emery’s home for the past 3 

years. 

Lindsey Gilmore, 07, Cougar Village RA and Residence Housing Association President, received her Masters degree 

in Student Affairs in Higher Education from Western Kentucky University.  She will be staying for at least one more 

year as a hall director. 

Denika Wilson, 08, Prairie RA & Housing Intern, received her Masters degree in College Student Affairs from Eastern 

Illinois University.  Denika will be starting her new position as Hall Director at Northern Illinois University. 

Lisa Israel, 2004-2009, Hall Director for Prairie Hall and Assistant Director for Residential Education, received a 

promotion at St. Louis University.  Her new position is Director of Academic Advising Support.  This is taking place just 

1 year after her arrival. 

Kelli (Hall) Swinton, 04 & 10, Cougar Village RA and Assistant Community Director, recently gave birth to twins.  

Their names are Christopher and Savannah, and they have an older brother, Tucker. 

Sheila Coressel, 2005-2010, Assistant Director for Training and Development, will be starting her doctorate in the 

Higher, Adult, and Lifelong Education (HALE) program at Michigan State University. 

Kathleen Gardner, Associate Director of Residence Life, gave birth to a wonderful baby boy, Owen, in early March.  

Mother, father, and baby are doing well. 

Amanda Stonecipher, Assistant Director for Residence Halls, gave birth to a wonderful baby girl, Ada, in early 

January.  Mother, father, and baby are doing well. 

Gone back to school?  Had a baby?  Started a new career/job? 

We want to know!  E-mail your news to klineba@siue.edu 

Mark your calendar for Homecoming 2010:  October 4—9, 2010.  Not only will the 

traditional events continue, such as the recliner races, golf cart parade, and soda 

shops; but we are excited about the new adventures!  On Saturday, October 9th, join us 

for two opportunities to root for the SIUE Cougars at Korte Stadium: 

 11:00am Club Football vs. The Ohio State 

 7:00pm Men’s Soccer vs. Bradley University 

The SIUE Cougar Homecoming Festival will take place from 2-6pm.  This is a new community festival that will take 

place between the Club Football game and the Men’s Soccer game.  There will be tents sponsored by departments, 

organizations, and local businesses.  There will be food, children’s activities, games, music, and much more!  

University Housing will have a tent, so make sure you stop by and let us know what’s happening! 

Don’t forget about the 9th Annual Chili Cook-off!  It will take place before the Club Football game from 10:00am 

until noon.  This has become one of the most popular Homecoming events around!  More information about the 

University Housing tent and Homecoming will be in future eProwlers and Prowlers. 

Homecoming 2010:  Welcome to Cougarville 
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Housing.  Since August 2007, more than 

9% are Resident Assistants and 18% 

were involved with Area Councils. 

Here’s what a couple of the 

participants have said about Cougar 

Academy: 

―Cougar Academy was such a rewarding 

experience and I am so glad I was able 

to participate in it.  It helped me 

realize my true potential as a leader in 

and outside of the classroom.‖ -Alli 

Nolle, Pride 09 

Stay in Touch! 
That’s correct!  We want to stay in touch with you!  Kyle Lineback, Assistant Director of Training and Development, 

coordinates University Housing’s alumni connections program and wants to hear from you!  Working with Alumni 

Affairs, there is a very simple way to pass on your contact information.  Just go to the following website and fill in 

your current information:  http://www.siue.edu/alumni/update_info.shtml 

We need your help to stay connected with all of our former staff and leaders!  So, if you know of any one who may be 

missing for our list, please share this newsletter with them, especially the website above.  We want to know how you 

are doing and what you have done since SIUE! 

You can also send contact information to the following address: 

Alumni Affairs 

Campus Box 1031 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville    

Edwardsville, IL 62026-1031 

Include your name, SIUE class years, degrees, e-mail address, and mailing 

address.  If you are married, please include their information and if they are 

an SIUE alum, as well. 

We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Prowler.  Please keep your eyes 

peeled for future correspondence.  Enjoy your summer! 

Cougar Academy, after 3 years 
Submitted by Sheila Coressel, Assistant Director of Residence Life 

In August 2007, the first group of 30 

first-year students participated in a 

leadership program to help jump start 

their experience at SIUE.  This 

program is called Cougar Academy.  

Since then, an additional 52 first-

years have joined them.  These 

students agree to cut their summers 

short by moving in to Bluff, 

Woodland, or Prairie 3 days early to 

participate in Cougar Academy.  They 

spend 1 1/2 days learning about the 

practices of exemplary leaders, 

interacting with current student 

leaders in housing, meeting SIUE 

leaders, and developing their own 

leadership skills.  Then, on move-in 

day, each student volunteers as a 

Mover-n-Shaker. 

The goal of Cougar Academy is to 

increase the leadership pool for 

student leadership roles in University 

―Not only did I adjust to college life 

better because of cougar academy, I 

also had the opportunity to take part 

in various activities around campus 

such as Movers and Shakers, which 

also helped me become more 

involved at SIUE.‖ –Kayla Toennies, 

Pride 09 

―Cougar Academy was a great way to 

get acquainted with the campus 

early. It also gave me the opportunity 

to meet lots of great people.‖  -Emily 

McCoy, Pride 09 

Cougar Academy is taking a brief 

hiatus for 2010-2011.  It will be 

back . . . still developing our future 

leaders! 

http://www.siue.edu/alumni/update_info.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/housing/cougaracademy/

