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Letter from Director  
Greetings Friends, 
 
As we welcome in 2010, I wanted to let you know that SIUE and SIUE University 
Housing are having a great academic year.  We continue to merge as a first tier, 
first choice university for Illinois and metropolitan area students.  This fall we 
enrolled 13,940 students, the largest enrollment ever, breaking the record of 
13,700 set in 1970.  The talk around campus is that the major factor in this growth 
has been the growth of our housing program.  This past fall we also saw a record 
number of residents, with us housing 3,429 students.  We are truly a residential 
campus with housing 25% of our students on campus. 
 
The academic year started off a little unexpectedly when Building 529 in Cougar 
Village Apartments was struck by lightning and went up in flames.  The entire 
building needed to be demolished and construction begins this month to rebuild.  
We have taken this opportunity to tweak the design a little bit and add two focused 
interest communities to Building 529.  Cougar Enterprises is a community 
environment for students to pursue their business ideas.  Residents of the 
community are required to take a course with other students who are driven to 
start a business while in college.  The second focused interest community is an 
international house designed to enhance language fluency and cultural 
understanding.  This focused interest community will provide an opportunity for 
students whose native tongue is English to live with students with different native 
tongues in an effort to learn a foreign language in a daily setting.  We are all 
excited about bringing focused interest communities to Cougar Village Apartments.  
 
I am also chairing a task force this year looking at the possibility of building a Greek 
village on campus.  The Chancellor and his staff are supporting this effort and are 
looking to provide some resources to make it happen.  So, if you were in a Greek 
community when you were here at SIUE, please stay in touch with your chapters as 
we work with them in developing the Greek presence on campus.  
 
This past fall during Homecoming, our club football team attracted record numbers 
to Korte Stadium as they took on the University of New Orleans.  Please consider 
coming to visit us next Fall as Homecoming is really becoming something on the SIUE 
campus. 
 
Please stay in touch. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Schultz 
Director of University Housing  

Find us on Facebook:  SIUE 
Housing Staff & Student 
Leader Alumni Group  
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Whatõs New at the e ! 
There has been a lot happening at SIUe.  As our enrollment grows, so does the campus and University Housing.  We 

hope that you have been visiting SIUE web site:  www.siue.edu to stay current with our news, but just in case, here 

are some of the headlines from this year.  

Groundbreaking for new Science Building  

On December 2, 2009, Governor Quinn and President Poshard, among others, braved the rain and joined Chancellor 

Vandergrift in the official groundbreaking ceremony for the new Science Building.  According to SIUE Provost Paul 

Ferguson, "This timely construction of the SIUE Science Building will provide essential classrooms, laboratories, and 

equipment to support the contemporary research of our basic sciences faculty and students as well as to provide state

-of-the-art learning environments for the many students in our rapidly growing science and health science programs."  

Early Childhood Center & Student Fitness Center Additions  

Fall 2009 saw brand-new additions to the Early Childhood Center and the Student Fitness Center.  The Fitness Center 

now has a room dedicated to spinning and a gym that is available for dances and other events.  The addition also 

includes another cardio room with bikes, treadmills, elliptical machines, and muscle strengthening machines.  There 

is a Freshens shop available for students who would like a smoothie after their strenuous workout.  

The new Early Childhood Center now has plenty of room for the children who attend.   The center now has 5 

classrooms for the children, which includes an additional pre -school room and young pre-school room.  There is now a 

area dedicated to speech, language, and hearing therapies for the children.  The classrooms boasts furniture that 

looks like furniture you would find in your house, but miniature.  It is truly an amazing addition!  

Student Success Center  

Fall 2009 was also the grand opening of the long -awaited Student 

Success Center which is connected to the Morris University 

Center.  The SSC is the home of Disability Support Services, 

International Student Services, Career Development Center, 

Counseling & Health Services, and Academic Advising.  The 

Academic Advising suite includes Instructional Services, SOAR, 

and the Academic Advancement Center (Academic Advising).  

Not only does the SSC include a computer lab, but students now 

have a choice of coffee:  Kaldiõs or Starbucks!  Kaldiõs is a locally 

owned coffee house that started in Clayton, MO in 1994.  Next 

time you are on campus, check it out.  

Fourth Annual Cougar Village Breast Cancer 

Awareness Run/Walk by Sarah Wyatt Kirkpatrick, Assistant Director of Residence Life  

October 17, 2009 marked the fourth annual Cougar Village Breast Awareness Cancer 

Run-Walk.  This was an event started in 2006 by three Cougar Village RAs who wanted 

to increase awareness on the topic, educate the community, as well as raise money for 

the cause.  This yearõs turn out was one of the biggest yet with 65 participants who 

raised over $800 for the Susan G. Komen foundation through donations, t -shirt 

purchases, and run-walk sponsorship.  One participant had this to share about the 

event, "I thought the BCA Walk/Run was a great way to raise awareness about Breast 

Cancer on campus at SIUE.  I have four very close relatives that had breast cancer - I 

was honored to be able to run for all of them and to celebrate their victory of beating breast cancer."   Participants 

were able to walk through the SIUE Gardens or run a 5K between the Gardens and far side of campus.   As the event 

grows, we hope more members of the SIUE community and their family and friends come out to participate!   
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Faculty Fellow Spotlight:  Dr. Bill Retzlaff  
Dr. Bill Retzlaff, Chair, Department of Biological Sciences, is one of the most 

involved faculty members in University Housing.  He currently serves as a Faculty 

Fellow for Woodland Hall and has taught BIOL 111:  University Campuses- 

Sustainable Leaders for the 21 st Century for two years (the freshman seminar linked 

to the Students Improving Society Focused Interest Community).  His commitment to 

living learning communities and his leadership on campus enabled University Housing 

to link two required science courses to the Nursing Focused Interest Community for 

Fall 2009.   

Dr. Retzlaff volunteers a great deal of time with University Housing.  Last May he served up ice cream to more than 

200 Woodland Hall residents at the University Housing Study Break.  In August 2009, Dr. Retzlaff volunteered to be 

pied by the RAs as their reward for participating in the sprit contest during RA Trainingéand he challenged Director of 

University Housing Michael Schultz to do the same!   And most recently, Dr. Retzlaff served on the Assistant Director 

of Residence Life for Residential Education search committee.   

Dr. Retzlaff has BS (Auburn University), MS (Auburn University) and 

Ph.D. (Clemson University) degrees in Forestry with a minor in plant 

physiology.  Dr. Retzlaff is currently the Chair of the Department of 

Biological Sciences at SIUE and the research coordinator of the St. 

Louis metropolitan area research collaboration G.R.E.E.N. ð Green 

Roof Environmental Evaluation Network www.green -siue.com).  

G.R.E.E.N. was established to evaluate the performance of green roof 

technologies in the Midwestern United States.   

Cougar Village Spotlight  
by Brittney Barr, Resident Assistant in Cougar Village, 500 side  

Living in Cougar Village has helped me to expound upon my creative goals and to broaden my 

outlook on culture. Located near the beautiful Cougar Lake, Cougar Village is the scenic home 

to many students of various backgrounds. As a resident in this community, I have had the 

opportunity to get to know many of these students well. In particular, Iõve made 

acquaintances with individuals who, like me, appreciate the arts. For example, my neighbor 

Dan is a painter and I am a photographer; together weõve done dual art projects which 

continually inspire my photographic style. Not to mention that the natural terrain which 

surrounds Cougar Village provides the perfect environment for landscape art.  

As Cougar Village is also home to international students, living in that community has helped 

me to meet students from all over world. I am intrigued by different cultures, as there is 

always much to learn from points of views shaped by different experiences. However, perhaps 

what are more intriguing are the similarities that exist across cultures. For example, I share 

the same tastes and opinions on progressive rock music as my neighbor who is from Istanbul, Turkey. Frequently, we 

share music, movies, books, and magazines to discuss, all the while learning about how our societies have shaped our 

opinions.  Cougar Village is a great living and learning community, one in which Iõm glad to finish my final year at 

SIUE. 

Residents of the Students Improving Society FIC planting 
the green roof for the Student Success Center  

http://www.green-siue.com
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One Night . . . Could Change Your Life  
by Jessica Vanderwood, Bluff Hall Community Director  
On September 1, 2009, SIUE hosted òOne Nightó, an alcohol awareness program that took a new twist on 

an old idea.  Many universities and colleges have issues with drug and alcohol abuse on their campuses and 

many colleges and universities offer events and information about responsible consumption and alcohol/

drug education.  However, most of these programs have low attendance as most students believe they 

already know everything there is to know about drugs and alcohol.  Students still hear the statistics and 

think, òThat could never happen to me.ó   òOne Nightó works to make these circumstances more real to 

the average student. The program puts the students in regular situations that they may encounter when 

consuming alcohol, and then presents an extreme change of events to show how easy it really is for a fun 

evening to have a tragic ending.  

University Housing along with Campus Recreation, 

Counseling & Health Services, Kimmel Leadership Center, 

The Office of Admissions, The School of Nursing, and other 

departments worked hard for three months to create this 

interactive and innovative program.  Over 800 students 

attended the event; making it one of the largest attended 

programs at SIUE this year.  Jessica Vanderwood and Cathy 

Passananti were the co-coordinators of the program and are 

both Community Directors within University Housing. Cathy 

and Jessica both have a passion for alcohol awareness and 

created this program following a similar program that 

started in 1999 at Missouri State University, called 32 

Minutes. The One Night program was made of 4 scenes: 

Club Glowñset-up in the Merdian Ballroom, Club Glow was as real as any club scene could be . . . 

without the actual alcohol.  It included real bouncers, police officers, bartenders serving mocktails, bar 

lights, bar food, ID checkers . . . students who were mock arrested for fighting and distributing drugs.  

Car Crashñtwo cars that were from actual alcohol -

related accidents were used and set -up on Hairpin Dr.  

The students in attendances were notified of the 

accident and went to the quad to see the event 

unfold.  The Jaws of Life were used to get a student 

from a car.  The scene included student actors who 

were costumed by a moulage artist who specializes in 

recreating these scenes. 

The Hospital ð students are led by guides through òa 

hospitaló where student nurses and paramedics 

òworked onó a student from the car accident.  The students also were shown the tools used on victims 

of alcohol poisoning and different ways date rape drugs can be administered.  

The Funeral ð a mock funeral/memorial service took place with a real casket. Past alumni who have 

been killed/injured in alcohol -related accidents were remembered with collages.   

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2253534&id=53977944753

