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Competitive Graduate Award 2008-2009 
Graduate Studies and Research
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

These FAQs are provided to assist you with the CGA application process.  If you have any questions
regarding the CGA competition, please contact Graduate Studies and Research at
618/650-3010 or gradsch@siue.edu.

Q: I took a graduate course several years ago, but I did not pursue a graduate degree at that time.
Can I compete for a CGA?

A: Eligibility requirements state that applicants must be new graduate students, whose first term of
enrollment as a classified student in a graduate degree program at SIUE will be no earlier than
Summer 2009.  SIUE undergraduates approved for admission to a 3+2 program may submit an
application provided their eligibility for such enrollment does not occur before Summer 2009.

Q: Can I delay payment of the SIUE application fee until after I have won a CGA award?

A: No.  Your SIUE application is not complete without the payment of the application fee.

Q: Do I need to complete the admission tests for the graduate programs, e.g. the Miller Analogies
Test (MAT), Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) or the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE) before I will be considered for a Competitive Graduate Award?

A: No, not technically.  The tests are not required by the Graduate Admissions Office for general
admission to SIUE, however, some graduate programs require one of these tests for acceptance
into the program.  The CGA application files are sent to the graduate faculty of the applicant's
chosen major for evaluation and ranking.  Please be aware that faculty may give a higher ranking
to a CGA applicant who has completed the admission process for their graduate program, and that
process may include having the test results from MAT, GMAT or GRE in the graduate program
file.  If you have questions about the deadlines for taking the required test for your graduate
program, please contact the director of the graduate program to which you are applying.

Q: Does the deadline of January 15, 2008, mean 'postmarked by' January 15, 2008?

A: No.  All of your CGA application materials must be received in the Graduate Studies and
Research office by 4:30 p.m., January 15, 2008.  'Postmarked by' does not apply to this date.

Q:  Can I ask the department of my major to copy my letters of recommendation and send them to
you for the CGA competition?

A: Yes, however the members of the University Fellowship and Scholarship Committee prefer to see
letters that specifically address the CGA competition.
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Q: If a letter gets lost in the mail and I find out about it after the competition closes, can you hold my
CGA application until I can get the recommender to send another one?

A: No.  It is your responsibility to make sure that your CGA application is complete by 4:30 on 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Start calling our office (618/650-3010) two weeks before the
deadline or emailing us (gradsch@siue.edu) to check the status of your CGA application.  Give
yourself enough time to correct any problems or deficiencies with your application.  If you wait
until the due date to check on your letters, it will then be too late for your reference to mail
another copy.

Q: Can my letters of recommendation be written by people that I work with or church affiliates
instead of former professors?

A: Such letters are not prohibited, however, the committee will be evaluating your academic
potential.  Your application should contain letters from former professors whenever possible to
increase your chances of winning one of the awards.

Q: Can I collect my letters of recommendation personally and mail or bring them in with my
application?

A: No.  Please have your recommenders mail the letters with the waiver form from their universities
or places of business.  Exceptions can be made for letters that must be sent from outside the
United States.  Please contact us for guidance at 618/650-3010 or gradsch@siue.edu.

Q: Can I have more than three letters of recommendation in my file?

A: Yes, you may have any number of letters in your file, as long as you have at least three.  You may
wish to consider asking at least four people for recommendations, in case one gets lost in the
mail.

Q: Can I send you a copy of my resume instead of filling out the Statement of Personal History and
Career Goals?

A: No.  Your resume will not be accepted.  Please fill out the forms as specified.

Q: What is your grade scale based on?

A: A = 4.0.  If your baccalaureate institution calculated your Grade Point Average on a scale wherein
A = 5.0, please convert your GPA when you fill out the cover page.

Q: I didn’t hear about the CGA until the last week in December, and I cannot get everything to you in
time.  Can I have an extension?

A: No.  Extensions would create unacceptable delays in the award process.




