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Introduction

 It fits with SIUE Chancellor’s recent internationalization 

focus.

 International Training Program in Pedagogy (ITPP) started in 

the fall of 2012. 

 This project was selected to be funded by the Excellence in 

Undergraduate Education (EUE) program from the Provost 

Office in 2015. 

 This funded project has created a new, unique opportunity for 

general and special education, psychology, and learning, 

culture, and society majors at both the graduate and 

undergraduate levels. 



Introduction

 Literature Review

 Study abroad programs have a variety of profound benefits for 

students

 Impact on Globalization

 Impact on Personal Development

Impact on Career Choice

Impact on the Understanding and Practices of Teacher 

Education Students



Introduction
 Project Objectives and Research Questions 

 achieve 3 objectives: 

 (1) introduce students to two distinct disciplines (special and general 
education) in K-12 education and culture through lectures and field 
visits/observations in China; 

 (2)  help students gain a deeper understanding of social and cultural factors 
that influence teaching and learning in special and general education in 
China; 

 (3)  help students compare/contrast special and general education between 
China and the U.S. 

 The major research question was: How would the study abroad program impact 

participants’ understandings of 

(a) diversity in terms of social and cultural factors influencing teaching and 
learning in special and general education in China;

(b) the similarities and differences between Chinese and American K-12 
educational systems?



Method
 Participants

 16 students were selected to participate based on 
predetermined screening criteria such as motivation and related 
travel experience. 

 Two faculty members led the program in May 8-21, 2016. 

 Research Design:

 This project used the exploratory mixed methods design (Gay, 
Mills, & Airasian, 2011). Specifically, first, qualitative data was 
collected first from participants’ field notes and journals and 
was more heavily weighted than quantitative data in the 
analysis. Second, the quantitative was collected online via 
Blackboard twice: as a pretest before flight departure in the 
beginning of May and as a posttest after the return to the U.S. 
at the end of May 2016. 



Method

 Project Activities and Data Collection

 (1) Several lecture/orientation sessions in the U.S. before the trip

 (2) Daily morning debriefings and reflections in Lanzhou and Beijing, China

 (3) Lecture sessions in Lanzhou, China

 (4) Daily journals

 (5) Field visits in Lanzhou and Beijing, China

 (6) Student Performance Assessment

 (7) Pretest and posttest data collection: The quantitative data was collected 

using an online survey based on one of the Illinois Professional Teaching 

Standards (http://www.isbe.net/rules/archive/pdfs/24ark.pdf) to evaluate 

the effectiveness of the program. 

http://www.isbe.net/rules/archive/pdfs/24ark.pdf


Results and Discussion

 Overall, several themes emerged from the results of qualitative data and they 

were supported by the quantitative data. Most of these are consistent with 

findings from other recent studies. 

 The study abroad program made an important impact on students’ 

understandings of diversity as well as the similarities and differences between 

Chinese and American educational systems. 

 Impact on Cultural Understanding

 “…The largest lesson learned on this trip was about the Chinese culture. 

This was the most important factor because education is greatly impacted 

by culture….”

 Impacts on Career and Professional Goals

 “Being a future teacher, the educational system in China really intrigued 

me and I was interested to see any similarities and differences between the 

US and China. I am an elementary education major but I have been 

considering endorsing in special education. The opportunity to experience 

both in China is really beneficial for me….”



Results and Discussion

 Impact on Interaction and Socialization 

 “…The experience I had at the Lamasery will forever change my 
impression with life and my position in it, and it also gave me a little 
more reflection on how we treat and interact with each other not 
only in life, ….” 

 Impact on Understanding Similarities and Differences in K-12 between 
China and the U.S.

 “…As I am reflecting upon the trip, it almost feels like some of the 
events we visited were hand-picked by me. I am reminded of Middle 
School No. 5 where the spectacular Tai Chi group performed. …I wish 
I had that opportunity when I was in middle school….” 

 Impact on How the U.S. Should Learn from China

 “…However, the United States could really benefit from China’s 
system as well. I have a few ideas for this; firstly, I think our students 
would really benefit from learning other languages and cultures from 
an early age as the Chinese do. The more you know about other 
cultures the more holistic a society can be….”



Results and Discussion

 Impact on Understanding of Special Education in China 

 “...Special education was a little different than the United States, 
but seemed to have the same goal of making a difference in the 
student’s life. Something I found interesting was that they do not 
see inclusion in classrooms something that will be happening 
soon….”

 Impact on Overall Personal Development

 “… These experiences have turned into beautiful memories and I will 
hold them in a special place in my heart forever….” “…This trip to China 
is definitely one of the best experiences I have had…” 

 Impact on Lifetime Learning

 “…Overall, this experience was truly the trip of a lifetime…Being 
able to see schools from a different culture gave me ideas for my 
future classrooms and also gave me ideas to share with my 
classmates. I am already planning my next trip!” 



Results and Discussion

 Impact on Diversity Understanding

 The quantitative data related to diversity from the Illinois 

Professional Teaching Standards were analyzed using SPSS 

 Result indicates that there were statistically significant 

differences in the two diversity items regarding (a) second 

language strategies and (b) cultural perspectives and biases. 

Specifically, the quantitative scores in those two items were 

significantly higher at posttest than those at pretest. 



Conclusion

 The study abroad program to northwest China in 2016 made significant 

impacts on students’ understanding of diversity as well as the similarities 

and differences between Chinese and American educational systems. 

 First, the students’ qualitative comments indicate several clear themes 

and patterns which are consistent with the quantitative results described 

previously. 

 Second, the results from the quantitative data indicate that the study 

abroad program has greatly enhanced students’ understanding of 

diversity issues related to:

 the second language strategies, 

 cultural perspectives, and 

 biases in educational settings. 

 Limitations



Any Questions?

Email: yliu@siue.edu


