Charter School
Students Serve
as Judges

November 5
marked a new day of

learning and
opportunity for eight
Charter School
students.  Students

served as judges at
the various polling places on Election Day. The
student judge program is sponsored by the East
St. Louis Board of Elections under the direction
of Mr. James Lewis. This opportunity gives
students a close-up look at the election process.
The following students participated in the
program: Ermeshia Eastling, Britthey Griffin,
Vanity Hall, Chenelle McCall, Lamone Nelson,
Ramon Richard, DeAndre Richardson, and
Shannon Smith.

Thank You...Thank You...
Thank You

A very special thank you is extended to the
following volunteers who shared their time,
talents, and skills with Charter School students
during the 2™ Annual “Teach for a Day” event.

Jelena Todic — Barnes Jewish Hospital

Jamie Currier — Dave Croft Motors
Carolyn Smith — Belleville News Democrat
Varianne Reeves — Kwame Building Group

Shawn Turner — Edwardsville YMCA
Gregory Johnson — Southside Church of Christ
Jamel Allen — Regional Office of Education
Mary Baya — Madison County AIDS Program
Anyta Wilson — Aaron Psychology Centers
Brent W. Reeves — McKendree College
Theodore Coleman — St. Louis Airport
Denise Decou — Anti-Defamation League
Richard Gowan — Edward Jones
Bernadette Anderson — Metro East Parent
Connection

Charter School Parents Enjoy a

Night Out
By Ms. Wilkes

The SIUE East St. Louis Charter School
held their first parents night out on Wednesday,
November 20, 2002 at Frenchie’s Restaurant
located in Fairview Heights, lllinois. If you
missed this one you missed a treat. There were
approximately seven parents who attended the
event and we even had our first dad in
attendance. Who was this dad...Mr. Larry
Parker, Sr. We enjoyed a great meal, great
conversation and even planned a festive holiday
luncheon for the students that will be held
December 18, 2002. Two of our parents, Mrs.
Bernadette Anderson and Ms. Lena Titley, will
cater the meal. If you would like to volunteer for
the student luncheon on December 18 please
call the office at 482-8370 and speak to Ms.
Wilkes. Thanks to all parents who attended the
Parents Night Out. Those parents in attendance
were Clara Murrie, Calviette McCall,
Bernadette Anderson, Lena Titley, Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Parker, Sr., Quinzetta Wince and
Tiffany Logan. Also thanks to the staff that
attended: Mrs. Ledora Williams and Mrs.
D. Marcheta McCoy.

Former Charter School
Director Dies

Mrs. Leatrice  Tyler
Riddle, former  Charter
School director, recently
passed away after a short
illness. We extend
our prayers and
sympathy to
the  family
Mrs. Riddle.




From The Director’s Desk,
IN ALL THINGS GIVE THANKS

As we enter the holiday season and the rush
of buying gifts, sending cards, and enjoying
festive dining, let us not forget to stop and “Give
Thanks.” Thanks for family...for friends...for
work...for good health...for the students we
serve...and even for the challenges we face or
have faced over the year. Hopefully out of the
challenges, each person has grown stronger. As
| think about all the reasons | have to be thankful,
among them are "YOU” the Charter School
students, parents, faculty and staff.

...As we face the incoming year 2003, let us
all recommit ourselves to ‘EXCELLENCE” in all
aspects of each of our lives.

May your holiday be safe and full of happy
times with family and friends.

Sincerely
Anthony Neal, Director

LORI FARMER
C. B. O

Charter School Student Named CEO

That's Right...You heard correctly; Charter
School student Lori Farmer has been named
CEO, Chief Example to Others. Every morning
Lori makes her way to school on time after taking
two of her children to a babysitter and after
having worked late usually the night before. Lori
arrives with a positive attitude and a willingness
to complete class assignments. With an eye on
a better life, Lori remains dedicated to her studies
and driven to graduate from high school.
Congratulations go out to Lori Farmer for being a
Chief Example to Others.

Lori will be recognized in the Honors
Assembly on December 9.
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Congratulations Students

Congratulations to the following students
who received first quarter academic honors.
These students will receive recognition in the
Charter School honors assembly on Monday,
December 10 at 9:30 am. Please join us as we
celebrate the accomplishments of our students.

Principal’'s Scholars List (3.6 and above)
Chasity Love
Eboni Clements
Kapri Dallas

Honor Roll (3.0 — 3.5)
Danelle Betts
Octavia Eiland
Joshua Johnson
Chenelle McCall
Ashley Moore
Angelina Nunn
Kennard Perkins
Dymini Pointer
Antoinette Robinson
Camille Rodgers
LaDonna Sanders
Shannon Smith
Eboni Taylor
Aleesia Trammel

Most Improved
Sanchez Love
Lori Farmer
Chon Wiley
Antonio Agnew
Antonio Wilson
Shawn Morrison




The following four students have had perfect
attendance for the months of September,
October, and November. Congratulations!

Ashley Moore
Ramires Castillo
Shawn Morrison
DeMario Brown
Donald Glover

Teachers Make It To Broadway

That's right...you heard it first hand, the
SIUE East St. Louis Charter School “Tapping
Teachers” are eyeing the BRIGHT lights of
Broadway, 411 E. Broadway that is. Four faculty
members have taken on the challenge of learning
“TAP DANCE.” Twice a week from 4:30 — 5:30
p.m. this energetic group, known to some as the
“Tapping Teachers,” grace the stage of the
dance studio to learn the latest moves from tap
instructor Mr. Brown. In just a few short months,
the faculty have become so proficient at tapping
that there is a strong possibility that they just may
tap their way onto “Good Morning America” or
maybe even “Sixty Minutes.” Wow! What a story
that would be! While making it to Broadway in
New York would certainly be a dream come true
hopefully they will always remember where it all
started, right here in East St. Louis...on
Broadway.

Remember...

“Inside View” is now published quarterly.
You can expect to receive the next issues in
February and April.

School Report Card

The 2002 lIllinois School Report Card is
available in the Charter School office. You may
pick up the report card or call the office at 482-
8370 to request one be mailed to you.

Coro Fellow, Eugene Hillsman
Offers Great Insight

Capitol Forum: Teaching students about
international policy is no easy task, but it is a task
that can be incredibly rewarding. In one-hour
sessions the students and | have had
discussions about immigration policy, trade, the
environment, and international conflict resolution.
During these discussions, | talk about current
events, and try to broaden their awareness of
international issues. Recently we have
discussed the oil spill off the coast of Spain, riots
in Nigeria due to the Miss Universe Pageant, the
looming war in Irag, and the creation of the
Homeland Security Department. Hopefully these
discussions will spark an interest in international
policy, and adequately prepare them for Capitol
Forum in April.

Discussion Group: During my time at the
Charter School, | have also had the opportunity
to facilitate a discussion group for young men. In
our time together, we have talked about goal
setting, and setting pragmatic, realistic steps to
achieving these goals. During one sessions, we
had a guest speaker who challenged the
students to realize their full potential, and work
hard to achieve their dreams. The students
seemed to have a good reaction/response to the
speaker, and genuinely seemed encouraged.
The discussions have also allowed me great
insight into the student’s lives and how they go
about trying to successfully navigate their
environment. Hopefully, the process was as
insightful to them as it was for me.

Mr. Eugene Hillsman is a Coro Fellow who has
been assigned to the Charter School for a one-
month period. The Coro fellows program is a
program of the Midwestern Coro Leadership
Center. It is an intense 9-month commitment
designed to train future leaders in public service.
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FROM A PARENT'S PERSPECTIVE

Help Wanted!

Parents we want you. If you are a parent or
guardian of a student in the Charter School, we
need your help. Please, join us for “Parents as
Partners” meetings held monthly. We have many
exciting initiatives that we would like to share with
you. Your support is greatly needed and much
appreciated.
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“Book Talk”...A BIG SUCCESS

If you missed the first two “Book Talk”
gatherings, you missed a real opportunity to get
in on great conversation regarding teaching,
learning, and leading. Many of the Book Talk
conversations have led to the implementation of
new innovative strategies in the Charter School.

It is
not too
late to get
in on the
final  two

sessions
scheduled
for
January
24 and

- r 2
February 17. Contact the Charter School office if

you are interested in participating. The final two
sessions are listed below.

January 24, 2003

“Ordinary” Children, Extraordinary Teachers
By: Marva Collins

Founder of Westside Preparatory Schools,
Chicago, IL

This extraordinary collection of the writings,
speeches, teaching tools, and poetry by one of
America’s most celebrated teachers reveals the
secret of her success is in the principles she
instils—a love for learning, a love of teaching,
and a love of sharing. Teachers and parents
alike can learn to duplicate her phenomenal
achievements.

February 17, 2003

The Dreamkeepers: Successful Teachers of
African American Children
By: Gloria Ladson-Billings, Ph.D.

Professor of Education, University of
Wisconsin

“The Dreamkeepers is an invaluable, challenging
look at the deteriorating American public school
system and how some teachers have decided to
return quality, value and integrity to the
classroom. It eloquently underlines the fact that
our youth deserve nothing less than the best
from the people entrusted with the care and
feeding of their young minds.”




STUDENTS SPEAK OUT...

Following are several poems and writings
that have been submitted by Charter School
students.

Thanksgiving
By E’lon Rives

The year 1996 was going to be the worst
Thanksgiving ever. My brother, Shawn, was
missing in Boshia. My mom prayed and weeped
for him to be found, but there was no sign of him.
We missed him dearly and we wanted him home
for Thanksgiving.

Our family contacted Channel 2 news to do
a search. Channel 2 got in touch with Army
personnel in Bosnia to search for him. It turned
out that he was driving a truck, and ran off the
road into a hole. He was buried under the truck
and debris. He escaped with minor injuries, but
he was home by Thanksgiving.

Responsibility
By LaWanda Jones

I don't make New Year's resolutions
because | don’t keep them. Each of us has a
different plan for our lives. People have to reach
inside themselves to discover that plan, and
develop goals to make that plan happen. It does
not happen by chance or automatically. If it is to
be, it's up to me—me taking responsibility and
living my goals daily.

Adulthood
By Ermeshia Eastling

The year 2003 will be very special for me,
because | will make a change into becoming a
young adult. | will graduate from the SIUE
Charter School when | am eighteen. This is
important to me, because | will be making
decisions on where | want to work, go to school,
and live. Passing into my young adult stage will
be hard, but as long as | conduct myself well, |
will succeed.

Giving
By Kelvin Hughes

For Christmas of 2000 | was trying to select
a special gift for my mom. Although she would
have been happy with anything, this gift, |
thought she wasn’'t happy with it. Then | started

to feel down and sad. When she opened the
photo album of family pictures; and started to
look through it, a beautiful smile appeared on her
face. She gave me a loving hug and a kiss that
made me feel so good inside. | was positive that
I had given her something very special.

A Special Gift
By Jeremi Logan

A special gift for my family would be to keep
my grades up and be able to pass the semester.
My mother would be proud if I make it out of high
school and become successful. Both my parents
finished college and my sister is in college now.
It's a family tradition to get our education and it's
my turn now. Keeping my grades up would be
my mother’s special gift for Christmas.

Resolutions
By Keisha Green

First, | want to be able to see 2003. In 2003
| want to change my attitude and my thought
process. In 2003 | plan to come to school more
and communicate with my classmates. | want to
have a better education and make better grades.
I want to focus on my schoolwork and make
plans to go to college. | want to always have a
supportive family. | will try my best to stay on the
task and obey my parents. Hopefully, | will get
into church more with my family. In 2003 1 will
change every area in my life.

Resolutions
By Chasity Love

As of January 1, 2002; | plan to change in
many ways. | plan to change my attitude and my
personality. | will stop all the smart remarks and
negative attitudes. | hope | will accomplish
everything | plan to do. To achieve in what | do |
must stay on task and do not let anything lead
me in the wrong direction. | will try to change my
thoughts about school and my future. By doing
this | will focus more on my schoolwork and look
forward to a future career. In the year 2003, | will
become a junior and start my search for grants,
scholarships and a college to attend. In 2002 |
said a poem for our school graduation so now |
hope | say a poem for my sister's graduation.
That would be so special to our family.
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Motivators Corner

WRONG CHOICES AND SETBACKS
ARE TEACHERS WITH A LESSON.

Be smart enough to profit from them and strong
enough to correct them. Make friends with
change. Make a choice to live above average.
Get over your problems and emotional wounds.
Associate and align yourself with active, get-it-
done and ain’t nothing gonna stop me now, | will
survive and thrive kinda people. Get up...wake
up...think up...and never give up. Here's a great
and wise African parable to keep you motivated
because laziness and procrastination will rob you
of success.

Receive “Inside View” Via Email

Help us cut costs! Provide us with your
email address and we will make sure the “Inside
View” arrives at your computer every quarter.
You can print it out and share it with family and
friends.
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Reminder to Parents of Seniors

Senior parents, don't forget, you should be
in contact with your son’s or daughter’'s coach.
We want to make sure that all of our seniors
graduate.

Lakira Deshazor — Coach
Charles Bell
Eboni Clements
Octavia Eiland

Willis Young — Coach
Lamone Nelson
Ramon Richard

Brittany Griffin
Ladonna Sanders
Laquetia Shaw

Ledora Williams — Coach
Larry Parker
Arielle Pope

Lawanda Jones
Chenelle McCall
Dymini Pointer

Anthony Neal — Coach
Murphy Outlaw
Vanity Hall
Eboni Taylor
Rhamu Wilson
Jimmy Ledell
Evelyn Hoffman

Patrice Wilkes — Coach
DeAndre Richardson
Melissa Hopson
Shannon Smith
Reacia Stokley
Ermeshia Eastling




Faculty Highlights

Alsandyra Essien and Margene Jerrolds

attended the 92" annual convention of
the National Council of Teachers of
English held in Atlanta, Georgia, from
November 21 to November 24, 2002.
The convention’s theme was “Celebrating
the Languages and Literacies of Our
Lives.” The many seminars, workshops,
assemblies, and exhibits were designed
to increase the language skills and
knowledge of teachers, to develop the
leadership abilities of teachers, and to
familiarize teachers with new technology
that can be utilized in the classroom.

Tabari Coleman attended the Dismantling

Racism Institute. He remarks, “Life
presents you with different opportunities
and fortunately | recently had the
opportunity to attend an institute that was
life changing. NCCJ sponsors the
Dismantling Racism Institute, and for
seven days twenty-five professionals from
in and around the St. Louis region came
together to discuss racism, internalized
and institutional. The Dismantling Racism
Institute facilitated a series of experiential
activities that not only gave the
participants background knowledge, but
also allowed each individual to process
the activities differently. | walked away
from the institute prepared to look
internally at personal issues, and aware
that there is so much more work | need to
do around issues of oppression. I'm
thankful for the scholarship to attend, and
the opportunity to do some self-
discovering.”

Mr. Neal was recently named to the St. Clair

County Youth Coalition Law Committee.
The Committee is a branch of the St. Clair
County Mental Health Board. In addition
Mr. Neal was also named to the Urban
Achievement Alliance. This is a group of
administrators put together through UMSL
to address the achievement gap of
students throughout the Metropolitan
area.

CAREER PATHFINDERS is a series of six

seminars taught by a teacher and
businessperson (Team Leader) working

together to help students develop
decision-making skills and assess values.
Business Team Leaders commit to
attending an orientation session and then
spending one class period per week for
three weeks with one class at one school.
Congratulations, Mr. Coleman and Mr.
Young for participation in this program.

IMPORTANT DATES

December 16............... School Improvement Day
Dismissal at 11:15 am

December 23, 2002 — January 5, 2003
School Closed

January 6.......cccoeiiiiiiiiiieiei Classes resume
January 9................. Second grading period ends
January 17............. Parent/Teacher Conferences
Dismissal at 11:15 am

January 20............ Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday
School Closed

January 24................... School Improvement Day

Dismissal at 11:15 am

February 12 ........ccccceeeiiiiennnenn, Lincoln’s Birthday
School Closed
February 17 ................. School Improvement Day

Dismissal at 11:15 am

Charter School Enrollment
Open for January 2003

The Charter School is currently accepting
applications for January 2003 enrollment.
Applications may be picked up in the main office.
Students should live within the District 189
boundaries and should be in high school and
between the ages of 14-19. A current transcript
and health form must be submitted with the
application. Apply early, space is limited.
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Professionals
Share
Experiences in

Classroom
Charter school holds
‘Teach for a Day’
program

By Douglas Clark, Jr.,
Staff Writer
East St. Louis Journal

]

Professionals from a variety of fields shared
their life experiences with a group of local charter
school students Wednesday as part of an effort
to shed light on the myriad of career paths that lie
before the pupils.

Representatives from organizations such as
McKendree College, the Anti-Defamation
League, and the Madison County AIDS program
of coordinated youth and human services were
among those participating.

“This program allows us to bring the
community into the classroom,” said Anthony
Neal, director of the East St. Louis Charter
School. “It allows the community to take part in
the education process while assisting in the
molding of tomorrow’s leaders. It's an exciting
time for our students as well as our teaching
guests.”

The charter school, which has 98 students,
has been open for four years. This year is the
second of what organizers hope will be many
years for the Teach for a Day effort.

Tabari Coleman, the charter school’s
graduate assistant, served as coordinator of the
project.

“We are always striving for an interactive
environment, and this type of activity helps keep
with that theme,” Coleman said. “We have folks
here from all walks of life who have taken time
out of their schedules to share with our students,
and we really appreciate the way they have
embraced this program.

After a brief morning orientation, lectures,
discussions, and activities ensued then lunch and
then an afternoon session of instruction began.

“I really like the idea of pooling resources for
the benefit of our young people,” said Bernadette
Anderson, a guest teacher who serves as a
parent coordinator with the Metro East Parent
Connection. “This is an innovative idea | think
more high schools should try as well. If this type
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of project was initiated all over the area, we will
be in good shape.”

Coleman said the project helps to foster a
solid bond between the classroom and
community.

“The students have been anticipating the
arrival of this day for quite some time,” he said.
“The lessons they learn today may help a student
gain greater clarity regarding the career path they
wish to take or open their eyes to a field they
may have never considered previously.”

Students Study History of
Mississippi River
By Mrs. Henske

SIUE E. St. Louis Charter School students
have been selected by the St. Clair County
Regional Office of Education to participate in a
three-year  study of  Mississippi River
communities called “The Old Man River Project.”
Generously funded by the U. S. Department of
Education, the goal of “The OIld Man River
Project” is to help students better understand
history by exploring their own local history along
the banks of the Mississippi River.

Over the next three years, Charter School
students in “The Old Man River Project” will work
with students from participating schools in
Belleville, Brooklyn, Cahokia, Dupo, E. St. Louis,
and Freeburg. Cooperatively, students will select
local river communities to research, they will
conduct that research, and, throughout the
Project, participate in related educational
activities and experiences using the latest
technologies. In the final phases of the Project,
our students will share their experience with
students living in one of the ten other states that
border the Mississippi River. In addition, the final
student and teacher products and experiences of
“The Old Man River Project” will be published on
the “The Old Man River Project” website.

Not only is this a wonderful and unique
learning experience for our students but it is also
an honor to be a part of the Project. St. Clair
County schools are the only schools in the
country that are currently involved in this
research project. So, although “The Old Man
River Project” is scheduled to involve many other
students in the future, we will be the “pioneers”
who did the first groundbreaking studies for the
next generation of Mississippi River researchers.




Raising Awareness Increases
Respect for Others

Two students have the opportunity to
participate in the Give Respect, Get Respect
program sponsored through Edward Jones. This
opportunity allows students from in and around
the city to interact with students from the county,
and discuss issues of race. Those students who
participate in the program receive tickets to a
Rams, Blues, Cardinals, and Quest games. This
opportunity gives students an opportunity to
interact with one another outside of the typical
classroom setting. In the next several months,
each school will be assigned a mentor who is a
Edwards Jones employee. The mentor will assist
students in developing a diversity awareness
project that will be implemented in their school.
Congratulations to Shawn Morrison and
Chasity Love, the two Charter School student
representatives.

Don’t Forget

If your son or daughter is
going to be tardy or
absent...please call the school
by 8:30 a.m. (618)482-8370.

Meet Me at the Capitol
By Mrs. Henske

“Practice. Practice. Practice.” That's the
typical response that you would get from our
2003 Capitol Forum students if you asked what
they've been doing lately. And, the busy
schedule is not likely to slow down for them
anytime soon.

Our 2003 Capitol Forum students have been
hand selected to participate in this year’s Forum
which will take place in April 2003 at the lllinois
State Capitol in Springfield. SIUE E. St. Louis
Charter School students will have the privilege of
touring the Capitol, meeting state politicians and
other distinguished guests from various state
agencies and universities, meeting other high
school students from across the state, and, most
importantly have the opportunity to share their
views on the role of the United States in world
affairs.

Sponsored by the lllinois Humanities
Council and the lllinois Secretary of State’s
Office, the Capitol Forum experience is a great
way for students to gain important knowledge
about foreign affairs, raise self-confidence, and
improve public speaking skills—all while having
fun and meeting new people.

We hope that the 2003 Capitol Forum
experience is even more exciting and memorable
than last year. And judging by the students who
have gotten involved this year, it will be.
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Age is Only a Number

By George Carlin

Do you realize that the only time in our lives
when we like to get old is when we’re kids?

If you're less than 10 years old, you're so excited
about aging that you think in fractions.

“How old are you?” “I'm four and a half!”

You're never thirty-six and a half. You're four
and a half, going on five! That's the key.

You get into your teens, now they can’t hold you
back. You jump to the next number, or even a
few ahead.

“How old are you?” “I'm gonna be 16!” You
could be 13, but hey, you're ‘gonna’ be 16!

And then the greatest day of your life...you
become 21. Even the words sound like a
ceremony...YOU BECOME 21...YESSS!!!

But then you turn 30. Oooohh, what happened
there? Makes you sound like bad milk. He
TURNED, we had to throw him out. There’s no
fun now, you're just a sour-dumpling.
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What's wrong? What's changed? You BECOME
21, you TURN 30, then you're PUSHING 40.
Whoa! Put on the breaks, it’s all slipping away.

Before you know it, you REACH 50...and your
dreams are gone.

But wait, you MAKE it to 60. You didn’t think you
would! So you BECOME 21, TURN 30, PUSH
40, REACH 50 AND MAKE it to 60. You've built
up so much speed that you HIT 70!

After that it's a day-by-day thing; you HIT
Wednesday!

You get into your 80’s and every day is a
complete cycle; you HIT lunch; you Turn 4:30;
you REACH bedtime.

My grandmother won’t even buy green bananas!
It's an investment, you know, and maybe a bad
onell

And it doesn't end there. Into the 90’s, you start
going backwards; “l was JUST 92.”

Then a strange
thing happens.
If you make it
over 100, you
become a little
kid again. “I'm
100 and a half!”

May you all
make it
(healthily) to
100 and a half.

EAST ST. Louls CHARTER SCHOOL
601 JAMES R. THOMPSON BOULEVARD
EAST ST. Louls, IL  62201-1129
PHONE (618)482-8370

FAaX (618)482-8372




