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Illinois Standard: 

Social Science/ Upper Elementary

State Goal 16: Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.

16 A 2a: Read historical stories and determine events which influenced their writing.   
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1) Introduction: Do you think you are brave?  Can you keep a secret? 

You are a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad. The year is 1848. Lives depend on your courage and ability to keep a secret.  You are helping American slaves journey their way to freedom, but your neighbors disagree with you and if you are discovered, the penalties are severe…..high fines and time in jail as well as potential violence against you from members of your own community.

The Underground Railroad was not actually a railroad, or underground.  The Underground Railroad was a carefully

Organized movement against those that owned slaves as well as the government that allowed them to do so.

Those involved with the Underground Railroad developed their own kind of “jargon.”

· people who helped slaves find the railroad were "agents" 

· guides were known as "conductors" 

· hiding places were "stations"  and “safe houses”

· escaped slaves were referred to as "passengers" or "cargo" 

· slaves would obtain a "ticket" 

It is vital that your work as a conductor be done in secret!  But how do conductors communicate with other conductors and agents as well as the passengers they are trying to help?

One way that the players in this very real drama communicated was by the use of designs hidden in common quilts!
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2) Task

You must complete the following tasks:

1) The slave you are trying to help is frightened and having second thoughts about going through with her attempt to escape. To help her feel better and to make the waiting time pass more quickly, you tell her stories about brave former slaves that successfully escaped to freedom. You also tell her about those people that have become famous for helping the slaves. 

   2) The slave you are helping asks you “How will I know where to go? Who will help me along the way? How will I know whom to trust?” You will explain to her how the Underground Railroad works and show her an example of secret communication.

3) Resources:

The Life of Harriet Tubman - New York History Net
Sojourner Truth biography
Frederick Douglass NHS - Douglass' Life
The Underground Railroad Site - Anna Maria Weems
The Underground Railroad Site - Sheridan Ford
Levi Coffin House - the "Grand Central Station" of the Underground Railroad
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History of "The Drinking Gourd"
:: NASA Quest > Archives ::
Map of Routes
Threads of Freedom: The Underground Railroad Story in Quilts
Pathways to Freedom | Secrets: Signs and Symbols | The Secrets of Quilts
Pathways to Freedom | Secrets: Language, Signs and Symbols | Make Your Own Secret Quilt Message
Did Quilts Hold Codes to the Underground Railroad?
Underground Railroad Quilt Code
Underground Railroad--History of Slavery, Pictures, Information
Here is a word search for you to try!

Word Search Puzzle
Process:

1) Spend some time looking at the websites listed in the Resources Section. Concentrate on the sites that have a person’s name listed in the link.

2) Write a short story 2-3 pages long, about at least three of them. Write the story as if you are telling it to the frightened slave you are helping. Include supportive facts in your story. Be descriptive! 

3) Spend some time looking at the rest of the web pages, especially the ones that are about secret communication.

Design your own Quilt Square with the piece of cardboard provided. Be creative! Make sure you use a secret code symbol in the square. It can be one that you read about, or you can design your own. You must write a short description of your code on the back of the quilt square. Use lots of color in your square! You may use any sort of color materials that you wish….colored pencils, crayons, Craypas, etc. When the class has all completed this task (if they are all brave enough!) we will attach all of our squares together and display our quilt!
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Evaluation: 

	CATEGORY 
	3 
	2 
	1 
	0 

	Story Paper Written 
	Includes descriptive words and supportive facts , demonstrates understanding of these heroes and heroines and the events of that time
	Uses some descriptive words and supportive facts 
	Story turned in but incomplete and needs improvement 
	No attempt made 

	Quilt Square 
	Complete, secret code represented and explained, good use of color, creative! 
	Secret Code represented, left out explanation of code or did not use as much creativity and color 
	Quilt Square turned in but incomplete 
	No attempt made 


Conclusion:

Congratulations Conductor! Your story helped calm the nerves of the slave you were helping and she gained confidence from your explanations and examples of how all of the players in the drama of the Underground Railroad communicated! By helping her escape, you have changed the course of her entire life and the life of her children and their children! YOU made a difference. You were heroic in the face of danger! And now, you are ready to help the next slave!

For this WebQuest, you were the conductor. If you had failed at your mission and your slave was captured, would you be brave enough to continue helping on the Underground Railroad?

Would you have been brave enough to attempt escape, if YOU were the slave?

How do you think the Underground Railroad influenced African American culture today?

Here are some extra resources for you to explore. The first one will allow you to hear real voices singing songs from the Underground Railroad and the second one includes links to audio tape from real slaves.

steal away...songs from the underground railroad........
Voices from the Days of Slavery, Audio Interviews (American Memory from the Library of Congress)
